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2328, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4926. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4927. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN) proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 3766, to direct the President to establish 
guidelines for covered United States foreign 
assistance programs, and for other purposes. 

SA 4928. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN) proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 3766, supra. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4870. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2328, to 
reauthorize and amend the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 404.

SA 4871. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2328, to 
reauthorize and amend the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike sections 403 and 404. 

SA 4872. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2328, to 
reauthorize and amend the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 403. 

SA 4873. Mrs. MURRAY (for herself 
and Mr. BROWN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Strike section 403. 

SA 4874. Mr. BROWN (for himself and 
Mrs. MURRAY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Strike section 404. 

SA 4875. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

On page 157, after line 19, add the fol-
lowing: 

TITLE VIII—IMPROVING THE TREATMENT 
OF THE U.S. TERRITORIES UNDER FED-
ERAL HEALTH PROGRAMS 

SEC. 800. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Section 2 of this Act shall apply to this 

title and the amendments made by this title 
unless otherwise specified in this title. 

Subtitle A—Medicaid 
SEC. 801. ELIMINATION OF GENERAL MEDICAID 

FUNDING LIMITATIONS (‘‘CAP’’) FOR 
TERRITORIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1108 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1308) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f), in the matter before 
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection (g)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘subsections (g) and (h)’’; 

(2) in subsection (g)(2), in the matter before 
subparagraph (A)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘subject to and’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subject to’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘paragraphs (3) and (5)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, and paragraphs (3) and (5) of 
this subsection and subsection (h)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(h) SUNSET OF MEDICAID FUNDING LIMITA-
TIONS FOR PUERTO RICO, THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
OF THE UNITED STATES, GUAM, THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS, AND AMERICAN SAMOA.— 
Subsections (f) and (g) shall not apply to 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United 
States, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 
and American Samoa beginning with fiscal 
year 2017.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 1902(j) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(j)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘, the limitation in section 1108(f),’’. 

(2) Section 1903(u) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(u)) is amended by strik-
ing paragraph (4). 

(3) Section 1323(c)(1) of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 
18043(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘2019’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2016’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply beginning 
with fiscal year 2017. 
SEC. 802. ELIMINATION OF SPECIFIC FEDERAL 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGE 
(FMAP) LIMITATION FOR TERRI-
TORIES. 

Section 1905 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396d) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2), by inserting ‘‘for 
fiscal years before fiscal year 2017’’ after 
‘‘American Samoa’’; and 

(2) in subsection (y)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘, for fiscal years before 
fiscal year 2017,’’ before ‘‘is one of the’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘and, for fiscal year 2017 
and subsequent fiscal years, is one of the 50 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United States, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, or 
American Samoa,’’ after ‘‘the District of Co-
lumbia’’. 
SEC. 803. APPLICATION OF MEDICAID WAIVER 

AUTHORITY TO ALL OF THE TERRI-
TORIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902(j) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(j)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘American Samoa and the 
Northern Mariana Islands’’ and inserting 
‘‘Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and American Samoa’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘American Samoa or the 
Northern Mariana Islands’’ and inserting 
‘‘Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, or American Samoa’’; 

(3) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ after ‘‘(j)’’; 
(4) by inserting ‘‘except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection,’’ after ‘‘Notwith-
standing any other requirement of this 
title’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) The Secretary may not waive under 

this subsection the requirement of sub-
section (a)(10)(A)(i)(IX) (relating to coverage 
of adults formerly under foster care) with re-
spect to any territory.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply beginning 
October 1, 2016. 

SEC. 804. APPLICATION OF 100 PERCENT FED-
ERAL POVERTY LINE (FPL) LIMITA-
TION TO TERRITORIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII), by in-
serting ‘‘(or, subject to subsection (j), 100 
percent in the case of Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands of the United States, Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and American 
Samoa)’’ after ‘‘133 percent’’; and 

(2) in subsection (j), as amended by section 
803, by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), Fed-
eral financial participation shall not be 
available to Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands 
of the United States, Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, or American Samoa for 
medical assistance for an individual whose 
family income exceeds 100 percent of the offi-
cial poverty line for a family of the size in-
volved, except in the case of individuals 
qualifying for medical assistance under sub-
section (a)(10)(A)(i)(IX). 

‘‘(B) The Secretary may, under paragraph 
(1) or section 1115, waive the limitation 
under subparagraph (A) in the case of a terri-
tory other than Puerto Rico. In carrying out 
this subparagraph, the Secretary shall take 
into account the eligibility levels estab-
lished under the State plan of the territory 
involved before the date of the enactment of 
this paragraph.’’. 

(b) NOT APPLYING 5 PERCENT DISREGARD.— 
Section 1902(e)(14)(I) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(e)(14)(I)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The previous sentence shall only apply to a 
State that is one of the 50 States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to eligibility determinations made with re-
spect to items and services furnished on or 
after October 1, 2016. 

SEC. 805. PERMITTING MEDICAID DSH ALLOT-
MENTS FOR TERRITORIES. 

Section 1923(f) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6), by adding at the end 
the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) TERRITORIES.— 
‘‘(i) FISCAL YEAR 2017.—For fiscal year 2017, 

with respect to the territories of Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United States, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
American Samoa, the DSH allotment deter-
mined for each such territory shall bear the 
same ratio to $150,000,000 as the ratio of the 
number of individuals who are low-income or 
uninsured and residing in each such respec-
tive territory (as estimated from time to 
time by the Secretary) bears to the sums of 
the number of such individuals residing in 
all of the territories. 

‘‘(ii) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEAR.—For each 
subsequent fiscal year, the DSH allotment 
for each such territory is subject to an in-
crease or reduction in accordance with para-
graphs (3) and (7).’’; 

(2) in paragraph (7)(A), by striking clause 
(iv) and redesignating clause (v) as clause 
(iv); and 

(3) in paragraph (9), by inserting before the 
period at the end the following: ‘‘, and in-
cludes, beginning with fiscal year 2017, Puer-
to Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United 
States, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 
and American Samoa’’. 
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Subtitle B—Medicare 

PART I—PART A 
SEC. 811. CALCULATION OF MEDICARE DSH PAY-

MENTS FOR IPPS HOSPITALS IN 
PUERTO RICO. 

Section 1886(d)(9)(D)(iii) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(9)(D)(iii)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(iii) Subparagraph (F) (relating to dis-
proportionate share payments), including ap-
plication of subsection (r), except that for 
this purpose— 

‘‘(I) the sum described in clause (ii) of this 
subparagraph shall be substituted for the 
sum referred to in paragraph (5)(F)(ii)(I); and 

‘‘(II) for discharges occurring on or after 
October 1, 2016, subclause (I) of paragraph 
(5)(F)(vi) shall be applied by substituting for 
the numerator described in such subclause 
the number of subsection (d) Puerto Rico 
hospital’s patient days for the cost reporting 
period involved which were made up of pa-
tients who (for such days) were entitled to 
benefits under part A of this title and were— 

‘‘(aa) entitled to supplementary security 
income benefits (excluding any State sup-
plementation) under title XVI of this Act; 

‘‘(bb) eligible for medical assistance under 
a State plan under title XIX; or 

‘‘(cc) receiving aid or assistance under any 
plan of the State approved under title I, X, 
XIV, or XVI.’’. 

PART II—PART B 
SEC. 821. APPLICATION OF PART B DEEMED EN-

ROLLMENT PROCESS TO RESIDENTS 
OF PUERTO RICO; SPECIAL ENROLL-
MENT PERIOD AND LIMIT ON LATE 
ENROLLMENT PENALTIES. 

(a) APPLICATION OF PART B DEEMED EN-
ROLLMENT PROCESS TO RESIDENTS OF PUERTO 
RICO.—Section 1837(f)(3) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395p(f)(3)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘, exclusive of Puerto Rico’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to indi-
viduals whose initial enrollment period 
under section 1837(d) of the Social Security 
Act begins on or after the first day of the ef-
fective month, specified by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services under section 
1839(j)(1)(C) of such Act, as added by sub-
section (c)(2). 

(c) TRANSITION PROVIDING SPECIAL ENROLL-
MENT PERIOD AND LIMIT ON LATE ENROLL-
MENT PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARIES.—Section 1839 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395r) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence of subsection (b), 
by inserting ‘‘subject to section 1839(j)(2),’’ 
after ‘‘subsection (i)(4) or (l) of section 
1837,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(j) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN RESIDENTS 
OF PUERTO RICO.— 

‘‘(1) SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD, COV-
ERAGE PERIOD FOR RESIDENTS WHO ARE ELIGI-
BLE BUT NOT ENROLLED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a transi-
tion individual (as defined in paragraph (3)) 
who is not enrolled under this part as of the 
day before the first day of the effective 
month (as defined in subparagraph (C)), the 
Secretary shall provide for a special enroll-
ment period under section 1837 of 7 months 
beginning with such effective month during 
which the individual may be enrolled under 
this part. 

‘‘(B) COVERAGE PERIOD.—In the case of such 
an individual who enrolls during such special 
enrollment period, the coverage period under 
section 1838 shall begin on the first day of 
the second month after the month in which 
the individual enrolls. 

‘‘(C) EFFECTIVE MONTH DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘effective month’ means a 
month, not earlier than October 2016 and not 

later than January 2017, specified by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(2) REDUCTION IN LATE ENROLLMENT PEN-
ALTIES FOR CURRENT ENROLLEES AND INDIVID-
UALS ENROLLING DURING TRANSITION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a transi-
tion individual who is enrolled under this 
part as of the day before the first day of the 
effective month or who enrolls under this 
part on or after the date of the enactment of 
this subsection but before the end of the spe-
cial enrollment period under paragraph 
(1)(A), the amount of the late enrollment 
penalty imposed under section 1839(b) shall 
be recalculated by reducing the penalty to 15 
percent of the penalty otherwise established. 

‘‘(B) APPLICATION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
be applied in the case of a transition indi-
vidual who— 

‘‘(i) is enrolled under this part as of the 
month before the effective month, for pre-
miums for months beginning with such effec-
tive month; or 

‘‘(ii) enrolls under this part on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act and before 
the end of the special enrollment period 
under paragraph (1)(A), for premiums for 
months during the coverage period under 
this part which occur during or after the ef-
fective month. 

‘‘(C) LOSS OF REDUCTION IF INDIVIDUAL TER-
MINATES ENROLLMENT.—Subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to a transition individual if 
the individual terminates enrollment under 
this part after the end of the special enroll-
ment period under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) TRANSITION INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘transition individual’ 
means an individual who resides in Puerto 
Rico and who would have been deemed en-
rolled under this part pursuant to section 
1837(f) before the first day of the effective 
month but for the fact that the individual 
was a resident of Puerto Rico, regardless of 
whether the individual is enrolled under this 
part as of such first day.’’. 
SEC. 822. PUERTO RICO PRACTICE EXPENSE GPCI 

IMPROVEMENT. 
Section 1848(e)(1) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(e)(1)) is amended— 
(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 

(I)’’ and inserting ‘‘(I), and (J)’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(J) FLOOR FOR PRACTICE EXPENSE INDEX 

FOR SERVICES FURNISHED IN PUERTO RICO.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of payment 

for services furnished in Puerto Rico in a 
year (beginning with 2016), after calculating 
the practice expense index in subparagraph 
(A)(i) for Puerto Rico, if such index is below 
the reference index (as defined in clause (ii)) 
for the year, the Secretary shall increase 
such index for Puerto Rico to equal the value 
of the reference index for the year. The pre-
ceding sentence shall not be applied in a 
budget neutral manner. 

‘‘(ii) REFERENCE INDEX DEFINED.—In this 
subparagraph, the term ‘reference index’ 
means, with respect to a year, 0.800 or, if 
less, the lowest practice expense index value 
for the year for any area in the 50 States or 
the District of Columbia.’’. 
PART III—MEDICARE ADVANTAGE (PART 

C) 
SEC. 831. ADJUSTMENT IN BENCHMARK FOR LOW 

BASE PAYMENT COUNTIES IN PUER-
TO RICO. 

Section 1853(n) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1395w–23(n)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and (5)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, (5), and (6)’’; 

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘In no 
case’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to paragraph 
(6), in no case’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULES FOR BLENDED BENCH-
MARK AMOUNT FOR TERRITORIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph 
(2), the blended benchmark amount for an 
area in a territory for a year (beginning with 
2016) shall not be less than 80 percent of the 
national average of the base payment 
amounts specified in subparagraph (2)(E) for 
such year for areas within the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—In no case shall the 
blended benchmark amount for an area in a 
territory for a year under subparagraph (A) 
exceed the lowest blended benchmark 
amount for any area within the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia for such year.’’. 

PART IV—PART D 
SEC. 841. IMPROVED USE OF ALLOCATED PRE-

SCRIPTION DRUG FUNDS BY TERRI-
TORIES. 

Section 1935(e) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396u–5(e)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) IMPROVED USE OF FUNDS FOR LOW-IN-
COME PART D ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—This 
subsection shall be applied beginning on Jan-
uary 1, 2016, as follows, notwithstanding any 
other provision of this title: 

‘‘(A) CLARIFYING STATE FLEXIBILITY TO 
COVER NON-DUAL-ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘med-
ical assistance’ includes financial assistance 
furnished under this subsection by a State 
other than the 50 States or the District of 
Columbia to part D eligible individuals who, 
if they were residing in one of the 50 States 
or the District of Columbia, would qualify as 
subsidy eligible individuals under section 
1860D–14(a)(3), without regard to whether 
such individuals otherwise qualify for med-
ical assistance under this title. 

‘‘(B) 100 PERCENT FMAP TO REFLECT NO 
STATE MATCHING REQUIRED FOR PART D LOW IN-
COME SUBSIDIES.—The Federal medical assist-
ance percentage applicable to the assistance 
furnished under this subsection is 100 per-
cent. 

‘‘(C) LIMITED FUNDING FOR SPECIAL RULES.— 
Subparagraphs (A) and (B), and the provision 
of medical assistance for covered part D 
drugs to low-income part D eligible individ-
uals for a State and year under this sub-
section, are limited to the amount specified 
in paragraph (3) for such State and year, 
without regard to the application of sub-
section (f) or (g) of section 1108.’’. 
SEC. 842. REPORT ON TREATMENT OF TERRI-

TORIES UNDER MEDICARE PART D. 
Paragraph (4) of section 1935(e) of the So-

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396u–5(e)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) REPORT ON APPLICATION OF SUB-
SECTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than May 1, 
2018, the Secretary shall submit to Congress 
a report on the application of this subsection 
during the period beginning with fiscal year 
2006 and ending with December 31, 2017. 

‘‘(B) INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN RE-
PORT.—Such report shall include— 

‘‘(i) program guidance issued by the Sec-
retary to implement this subsection; 

‘‘(ii) for each of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States, Guam, the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa, 
information on the increased amount under 
paragraph (3) and how the territory has ap-
plied such amount, including the territory’s 
program design, expenditures, and number of 
individuals (and dual-eligible individuals) as-
sisted; and 

‘‘(iii) a description of the differences be-
tween how such territories are treated under 
part D of title XVIII and under this title 
compared with the treatment of the 50 
States and the District of Columbia under 
such part and this title for different fiscal 
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years within the period covered under the re-
port. 

‘‘(C) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Such report shall 
include recommendations for improving pre-
scription drug coverage for low-income indi-
viduals in each territory identified in sub-
paragraph (B)(ii), including recommenda-
tions regarding each of the following alter-
native approaches: 

‘‘(i) Adjusting the aggregate amount speci-
fied in paragraph (3)(B). 

‘‘(ii) Allowing residents of the territories 
to be subsidy eligible individuals under sec-
tion 1860D–14, notwithstanding subsection 
(a)(3)(F) of such section, or providing sub-
stantially equivalent low-income prescrip-
tion drug subsidies to such residents.’’. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous 
SEC. 851. REPORT ON EXCLUSION OF TERRI-

TORIES FROM EXCHANGES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February 

1, 2018, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall submit to Congress a report 
that details the adverse impacts in each ter-
ritory from the practical exclusion of the 
territories from the provisions of part II of 
subtitle D of title I of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act insofar as such pro-
visions provide for the establishment of an 
American Health Benefit Exchange or the 
administration of a federally facilitated Ex-
change in each State and in the District of 
Columbia for the purpose of making health 
insurance more affordable and accessible for 
individuals and small businesses. 

(b) INFORMATION IN REPORT.—The report 
shall include information on the following: 

(1) An estimate of the total number of un-
insured and underinsured individuals resid-
ing in each territory with respect to health 
insurance coverage. 

(2) A description of the number of health 
insurance issuers in each territory and the 
health insurance plans these issuers offer. 

(3) An estimate of the number of individ-
uals residing in each territory who are de-
nied premium and cost-sharing assistance 
that would otherwise be available to them 
for obtaining health insurance coverage 
through an Exchange if they resided in one 
of the 50 States or in the District of Colum-
bia. 

(4) An estimate of the amount of Federal 
assistance described in paragraph (3) that is 
not being made available to residents of each 
territory. 

(5) An estimate of the number of small em-
ployers in each territory that would be eligi-
ble to purchase health insurance coverage 
through a Small Business Health Options 
Program (SHOP) Marketplace that would op-
erate as part of an Exchange if the employ-
ers were in one of the 50 States or in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

SA 4876. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
This Act shall take effect 2 days after the 

date of enactment. 

SA 4877. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘2 days’’ and insert ‘‘3 days’’. 

SA 4878. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 

by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
This Act shall take effect 3 days after the 

date of enactment. 

SA 4879. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘3 days’’ and insert ‘‘4 days’’. 

SA 4880. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘4’’ and insert ‘‘5’’. 

SA 4881. Ms. WARREN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the end of section 109, add the fol-
lowing: 

(c) THREE-YEAR RESTRICTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any individual who serves 

as a member of the Oversight Board shall 
not, during the 3-year period beginning on 
the date on which his or her membership on 
the Oversight Board terminates, knowingly 
make, with the intent to influence, any com-
munication to or appearance before any 
member of the Oversight Board on behalf of 
any other person (except the United States 
or a State or local government). 

(2) PENALTY.—Any individual who violates 
subparagraph (A) shall be subject to the pen-
alties described in section 216 of title 18, 
United States Code. 

SA 4882. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Ms. WARREN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Puerto Rico 
Stability Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
TITLE I—TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 

FISCAL REFORM 
Subtitle A—Technical Assistance 

Sec. 101. Definitions. 
Sec. 102. Improving accounting and disclo-

sure practices. 
Sec. 103. Purchases by territory govern-

ment. 
Subtitle B—Fiscal Stability and Reform 

Boards and Chief Financial Officers 
Sec. 111. Establishment of Fiscal Stability 

and Reform Board. 

Sec. 112. Establishment of Chief Financial 
Officer. 

Sec. 113. Development and approval of fiscal 
plans. 

Sec. 114. Severability. 
TITLE II—ADJUSTMENTS OF DEBTS OF A 

TERRITORY OR ITS MUNICIPALITIES 
Subtitle A—General Provisions 

Sec. 201. Definitions. 
Sec. 202. Who may be a debtor. 
Sec. 203. Reservation of territorial power to 

control municipalities. 
Sec. 204. Limitation on jurisdiction and 

powers of court. 
Subtitle B—Initial Stay on Litigation 

Sec. 211. Definitions. 
Sec. 212. Effective date. 
Sec. 213. Automatic stay. 

Subtitle C—Adjudication and Judicial 
Review 

Sec. 221. Petition and proceedings relating 
to petition. 

Sec. 222. Jurisdiction. 
Sec. 223. Venue. 
Sec. 224. Selection of presiding judge. 
Sec. 225. Appellate review. 
Sec. 226. Applicable rules of procedure. 
Sec. 227. Severability. 

Subtitle D—The Plan 
Sec. 231. Filing of plan of adjustment. 
Sec. 232. Confirmation. 

Subtitle E—Additional Provisions 
Sec. 241. Compensation of professionals. 
Sec. 242. Interim compensation. 
Sec. 243. Applicability of other sections. 

TITLE III—PUERTO RICO CHAPTER 9 
UNIFORMITY 

Sec. 301. Short title. 
Sec. 302. Amendment. 
Sec. 303. Effective date; application of 

amendment. 
Sec. 304. Severability. 

TITLE I—TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
FISCAL REFORM 

Subtitle A—Technical Assistance 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means a 

Fiscal Stability and Reform Board estab-
lished in accordance with section 111. 

(2) CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER.—The term 
‘‘Chief Financial Officer’’ means a Chief Fi-
nancial Officer established in accordance 
with section 112. 

(3) COMPLIANT BUDGET.—The term ‘‘compli-
ant budget’’ means a budget that is prepared 
in accordance with— 

(A) modified accrual accounting standards; 
and 

(B) the applicable Fiscal Plan. 
(4) COVERED TERRITORIAL INSTRUMEN-

TALITY.—The term ‘‘covered territorial in-
strumentality’’ means a territorial instru-
mentality designated by the Board pursuant 
to section 111(b) to be subject to the require-
ments of subtitle B. 

(5) COVERED TERRITORY.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered territory’’ means a territory for which a 
Board has been established under section 111. 

(6) FISCAL PLAN.—The term ‘‘Fiscal Plan’’ 
means a fiscal plan for a covered territory 
submitted and approved in accordance with 
section 113. 

(7) GOVERNOR.—The term ‘‘Governor’’ 
means the chief executive of a territory. 

(8) LEGISLATURE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘legislature’’ 

means the legislative body responsible for 
enacting the laws of a territory. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘legislature’’ 
does not include Congress. 

(9) MODIFIED ACCRUAL ACCOUNTING STAND-
ARDS.—The term ‘‘modified accrual account-
ing standards’’ means accounting standards 
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issued by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board that recognize— 

(A) revenues as they become available and 
measured; and 

(B) expenditures as liabilities are incurred. 
(10) OFFICE.—The term ‘‘Office’’ means an 

Office of the Chief Financial Officer estab-
lished in accordance with section 112. 

(11) TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT.—The term 
‘‘territorial government’’ means the govern-
ment of a covered territory, including each 
territorial instrumentality of the govern-
ment of the covered territory. 

(12) TERRITORIAL INSTRUMENTALITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘territorial in-

strumentality’’ means a political subdivi-
sion, public agency, instrumentality, or pub-
lic corporation of a territory. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘territorial in-
strumentality’’ does not include a Board. 

(13) TERRITORY.—The term ‘‘territory’’ 
means— 

(A) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; 
(B) Guam; 
(C) American Samoa; 
(D) the Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands; or 
(E) the United States Virgin Islands. 

SEC. 102. IMPROVING ACCOUNTING AND DISCLO-
SURE PRACTICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—On request of the applica-
ble Governor, legislature, or Board (if any), 
the Secretary of the Treasury (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may provide 
technical assistance to a territory that the 
Secretary determines to be eligible for tech-
nical assistance relating to fiscal and finan-
cial practices. 

(b) INCLUSIONS.—In providing technical as-
sistance under subsection (a), the Secretary 
may, in association with any Federal depart-
ment or agency or the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, including any Federal Reserve Bank, 
provide assistance relating to— 

(1) information technology upgrades; 
(2) improving economic forecasting, includ-

ing multiyear fiscal forecasting capabilities; 
(3) budgeting, tax collection, cash manage-

ment, and spending controls; 
(4) ensuring that agencies in the territory 

use financial systems that are compatible 
with the systems of other agencies of the 
territory and Federal agencies to provide for 
consistent, timely financial reporting and 
visibility into expenses; 

(5) improving and expanding economic in-
dicators for the territory to make available 
for the territory the indicators regularly 
used to track regional conditions on the 
United States mainland; and 

(6) such other matters as the Secretary, in 
consultation with the territory, determines 
to be appropriate. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion. 
SEC. 103. PURCHASES BY TERRITORY GOVERN-

MENT. 
Section 302 of the Omnibus Insular Areas 

Act of 1992 (48 U.S.C. 1469e) is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 302. INSULAR GOVERNMENT PURCHASES. 

‘‘The governments of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and the United States Virgin Islands 
are authorized to make purchases through 
the General Services Administration.’’. 

Subtitle B—Fiscal Stability and Reform 
Boards and Chief Financial Officers 

SEC. 111. ESTABLISHMENT OF FISCAL STABILITY 
AND REFORM BOARD. 

(a) REQUEST.—Effective on the date on 
which the Governor of a territory signs a res-
olution adopted by the legislature of the ter-
ritory to request the establishment of a Fis-

cal Stability and Reform Board under this 
subtitle, a Board is established for the terri-
tory. 

(b) BOARD OVERSIGHT OF TERRITORIAL IN-
STRUMENTALITIES.— 

(1) DESIGNATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A Board, at such time as 

the Board determines to be appropriate, may 
designate a territorial instrumentality as a 
covered territorial instrumentality that is 
subject to the requirements of this subtitle. 

(B) BUDGETS AND REPORTS.—A Board may 
require the Governor or the Chief Financial 
Officer of the applicable covered territory to 
submit to the Board such annual budgets or 
monthly or quarterly reports relating to a 
covered territorial instrumentality as the 
Board determines to be necessary. 

(C) INCLUSION IN FISCAL PLAN.—The Gov-
ernor of the applicable covered territory 
shall include in the applicable Fiscal Plan a 
description of each requirement under sec-
tion 113(c) for each covered territorial in-
strumentality. 

(2) EXCLUSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A Board, at such time as 

the Board determines to be appropriate, may 
exclude any territorial instrumentality of 
the covered territory from the requirements 
of this subtitle. 

(B) TREATMENT.—A territorial instrumen-
tality excluded pursuant to this paragraph 
shall not be considered to be a covered terri-
torial instrumentality. 

(c) EXEMPTION FROM LIABILITY FOR 
CLAIMS.—A Board, and each member of the 
Board, shall not be liable for any obligation 
of, or claim against, the applicable covered 
territory resulting from any action of the 
Board to carry out this subtitle. 

(d) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A Board shall consist of 9 

members who meet the qualifications de-
scribed in paragraph (6), and of whom: 

(A) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
President in accordance with the require-
ments described in paragraph (5). 

(B) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
Governor of the applicable covered territory. 

(C) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
chief justice of the highest appellate court of 
the applicable covered territory. 

(D) 4 members shall be appointed by the 
legislature of the applicable covered terri-
tory as follows: 

(i) If the legislature has 2 chambers— 
(I) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-

litical party holding the most seats in the 
lower chamber of the legislature; 

(II) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-
litical party holding the second-most seats 
in the lower chamber of the legislature; 

(III) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
political party holding the most seats in the 
upper chamber of the legislature; and 

(IV) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
political party holding the second-most seats 
in the upper chamber of the legislature. 

(ii) If the legislature has 1 chamber— 
(I) 2 members shall be appointed by the po-

litical party holding the most seats in the 
legislature; and 

(II) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
political party holding the second-most seats 
in the legislature. 

(2) CHAIRPERSON.—The member appointed 
under paragraph (1)(C) shall serve as the 
chairperson of the Board. 

(3) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except for the member 

appointed under paragraph (1)(C) and for the 
initial terms of members, each member of 
the Board shall be— 

(i) appointed for a term of 4 years; and 
(ii) eligible for reappointment. 
(B) INITIAL TERMS.— 

(i) For members appointed under para-
graph (1)(A), as designated by the President 
at the time of appointment— 

(I) 1 member shall be appointed for a term 
of 2 years; and 

(II) 1 member shall be appointed for a term 
of 4 years. 

(ii) For members appointed under para-
graph (1)(B)— 

(I) both members shall be appointed to a 
term to terminate 6 months after the next 
gubernatorial election; and 

(II) in the event that the Governor of a ter-
ritory signs a resolution adopted by the leg-
islature of the territory to request the estab-
lishment of a Board under this subtitle with-
in 12 months of the next gubernatorial elec-
tion, both members shall be appointed to a 
term of 2 years. 

(iii) For members appointed under para-
graph (1)(C), the member shall remain ap-
pointed for the life of the Board. 

(iv) For members appointed under para-
graph (1)(D), as designated by the appointing 
entity at the time of appointment— 

(I) if the legislature has 2 chambers— 
(aa) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-

litical party holding the most seats in the 
lower chamber of the legislature to a term to 
terminate 6 months after the next legislative 
election of the applicable territory; 

(bb) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-
litical party holding the second-most seats 
in the lower chamber of the legislature to a 
term to terminate 6 months after the next 
legislative election of the applicable terri-
tory; 

(cc) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-
litical party holding the most seats in the 
upper chamber of the legislature to a term to 
terminate 30 months after the next legisla-
tive election of the applicable territory; and 

(dd) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-
litical party holding the second-most seats 
in the upper chamber of the legislature to a 
term to terminate 30 months after the next 
legislative election of the applicable terri-
tory; and 

(II) if the legislature has 1 chamber— 
(aa) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-

litical party holding the most seats in the 
legislature to a term to terminate 6 months 
after the next legislative election of the ap-
plicable territory; 

(bb) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-
litical party holding the second-most seats 
in the legislature to a term to terminate 6 
months after the next legislative election of 
the applicable territory; 

(cc) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-
litical party holding the most seats in the 
legislature to a term to terminate 30 months 
after the next legislative election of the ap-
plicable territory; and 

(dd) 1 member shall be appointed by the po-
litical party holding the second-most seats 
in the legislature to a term to terminate 30 
months after the next legislative election of 
the applicable territory. 

(4) VACANCIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Each member shall re-

main appointed as long as the applicable 
qualifications of appointment under para-
graph (6) remain satisfied, except that any 
member may be removed by the original ap-
pointing entity. 

(B) EFFECT.—Any vacancy in the Board— 
(i) shall not affect the powers of the Board; 

and 
(ii) shall be filled in the same manner as 

the original appointment by the original ap-
pointing entity as soon as practicable after 
the date on which the vacancy occurs, sub-
ject to the approval described in paragraph 
(3). 

(C) TERM.—A member appointed to fill a 
vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the 
term to which the member was appointed. 
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(5) APPROVAL OF MEMBERSHIP.—A new 

member appointed shall be approved by the 
full board, excluding the member that the 
new member was appointed to replace. 

(6) REQUIREMENTS FOR PRESIDENTIAL AP-
POINTMENTS.— 

(A) TIMING; REQUIRED CONSULTATION.—As 
soon as practicable after the date on which a 
territory submits to the President a resolu-
tion described in subsection (a), and after 
consultation with the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress and the Governor of the ap-
plicable covered territory, the President 
shall appoint members to the Board under 
paragraph (1)(A). 

(B) REMOVAL.—The President may remove 
a member appointed by the President only 
for cause. 

(7) QUALIFICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual meets the 

qualifications for membership on the Board 
if the individual has knowledge and expertise 
relating to finance, management, economics, 
or the organization or operation of business 
or government. 

(B) CONNECTION TO COVERED TERRITORY.— 
Not less than 6 members shall have knowl-
edge and expertise relating to the history, 
socioeconomic circumstances, and heritage 
of the applicable covered territory. 

(C) RESIDENCE IN COVERED TERRITORY.—Not 
less than 6 members shall maintain a pri-
mary residence in the applicable covered ter-
ritory. 

(D) SPECIAL LIMITATION ON MEMBERSHIP.— 
No current member of the applicable terri-
tory’s legislature shall be eligible to serve on 
the Board. 

(8) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual appointed 

to serve as a member of the Board— 
(i) shall be subject to— 
(I) the Federal conflict of interest require-

ments described in section 208 of title 18, 
United States Code, except with respect to 
subsection (b) of that section; and 

(II) the conflict of interest disclosure re-
quirements under title I of the Ethics in 
Government Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.); and 

(ii) shall not have any other conflict of in-
terest relating to the duties of the Board, in-
cluding ownership of any debt security of— 

(I) the applicable territorial government; 
or 

(II) a territorial instrumentality. 
(B) DEFINITION.—For purposes of subpara-

graph (A)(ii), the term ‘‘conflict of interest’’ 
includes the interests of an organization in 
which the individual is serving as officer, di-
rector, trustee, general partner or employee, 
or any person or organization with whom the 
individual is negotiating or has any arrange-
ment concerning prospective employment. 

(C) 3-YEAR RESTRICTION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any individual who serves 

as a member of the Board shall not, during 
the 3-year period beginning on the date on 
which membership on the Board terminates, 
knowingly make, with the intent to influ-
ence, any communication to or appearance 
before any member of the Board or Chief Fi-
nancial Officer on behalf of any other person 
(except the United States or a State or local 
government). 

(ii) PENALTY.—Any individual who violates 
clause (i) shall be subject to the penalties de-
scribed in section 216 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

(iii) VIOLATIONS.—If a member of the Board 
is determined to be in violation of the re-
quirements described in subparagraph (A), 
the member shall be removed from member-
ship on the Board and may be subject to ad-
ditional actions or penalties set forth under 
Federal ethics rules. 

(e) NO COMPENSATION FOR SERVICE.—Each 
member of the Board shall— 

(1) serve without compensation; and 

(2) be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates au-
thorized for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United 
States Code, while away from the home or 
regular place of business of the member in 
the performance of the duties of the Board. 

(f) BYLAWS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable 

after the appointment of all members to the 
Board, the Board shall adopt bylaws, rules, 
and procedures to govern the activities of 
the Board under this subtitle, including pro-
cedures for hiring experts and consultants. 

(2) TREATMENT.—The bylaws, rules, and 
procedures adopted pursuant to this sub-
section shall be— 

(A) public documents; and 
(B) on adoption, submitted by the Board 

to— 
(i) the President; and 
(ii) the Governor and legislature of the ap-

plicable covered territory. 
(g) STAFF.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—On the approval of the 

chairperson, the Board may appoint such 
staff as are necessary to enable the Board to 
perform the duties of the Board. 

(2) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—For purposes of 
chapter 11 of title 18, United States Code, 
and section 2635 of title 5, Code of Federal 
Regulations, or any successor thereto, the 
executive director and other staff employed 
by the Board shall be considered employees 
of an Executive agency (as defined in section 
105 of title 5, United States Code), including 
a member of the staff who is— 

(A) a private citizen; 
(B) an employee of the applicable terri-

torial government; or 
(C) an employee of the Federal Govern-

ment. 
(3) DETAILEES.— 
(A) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—On request of 

the chairperson of the Board, the head of a 
Federal department or agency may detail to 
the Board, on a reimbursable or nonreim-
bursable basis, and in accordance with the 
Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970 (42 
U.S.C. 4701 et seq.), any of the personnel of 
the department or agency to assist the Board 
in the performance of the duties of the 
Board. 

(B) TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.— 
On request of the chairperson of the Board, 
the head of any department or agency of the 
applicable territorial government may detail 
to the Board, on a reimbursable or nonreim-
bursable basis, any of the personnel of the 
department or agency to assist the Board in 
the performance of the duties of the Board. 

(4) OFFICERS.— 
(A) APPOINTMENT.—The chairperson may 

appoint to the Board an executive director or 
such other officers as the chairperson deter-
mines to be necessary to assist the Board in 
the performance of the duties of the Board. 

(B) TERM; PAYMENT.—An executive director 
or officer appointed pursuant to subpara-
graph (A) shall serve for such period and be 
paid such compensation as the Board deter-
mines to be appropriate. 

(h) FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board— 
(A) may use funds provided by the applica-

ble territorial government to ensure suffi-
cient funds are made available to cover all 
expenses of the Board; and 

(B) shall submit to the Governor and legis-
lature of the applicable covered territory for 
inclusion in the annual budget appropria-
tions process of the applicable territorial 
government a report describing any request 
and use of funds provided by the applicable 
territorial government. 

(2) LOCAL FUNDING.—A covered territory 
shall designate a dedicated territorial gov-
ernment source of funding, not subject to 

subsequent legislative appropriation, suffi-
cient to support the annual costs of the 
Board, as determined by the Board, to carry 
out this subtitle. 

(i) POWERS.— 
(1) HEARINGS.—The Board may, for the pur-

pose of performing the duties of the Board— 
(A) hold such hearings, meet and act at 

such times and places, take such testimony, 
receive such evidence, and administer such 
oaths as the Board considers to be appro-
priate; and 

(B) require, by subpoena or otherwise, the 
attendance and testimony of such witnesses 
and the production of such books, records, 
correspondence, memoranda, papers, docu-
ments, tapes, and materials as the Board 
considers to be appropriate. 

(2) ISSUANCE AND ENFORCEMENT OF SUB-
POENAS.— 

(A) ISSUANCE.—A subpoena issued under 
paragraph (1)(B) shall— 

(i) bear the signature of the chairperson of 
the Board; and 

(ii) be served by any person or class of per-
sons designated by the chairperson to serve a 
subpoena under paragraph (1)(B). 

(B) ENFORCEMENT.—In the case of contu-
macy or failure to obey a subpoena issued 
under paragraph (1)(B), the United States 
district court for the district in which the 
subpoenaed person resides, is served, or may 
be found may issue an order requiring the 
person— 

(i) to appear at any designated place to tes-
tify; or 

(ii) to produce documentary or other evi-
dence. 

(C) NONCOMPLIANCE.—Any failure to obey 
the order of a court under this paragraph 
may be punished by the court as a contempt 
of court. 

(3) ENTRANCE INTO CONTRACTS.—The Board, 
or any of the staff of the Board on behalf of 
the Board, may enter into such contracts as 
the Board considers appropriate to carry out 
the duties of the Board. 

(j) DUTIES.— 
(1) MONITORING AND RECOMMENDATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Based on information 

provided in a monthly report submitted 
under section 112(f)(1)(A), the Board may rec-
ommend to the Governor and legislature of 
the applicable covered territory policy ad-
justments that should be made to ensure the 
expenditures and revenues of the adopted 
budget for the applicable fiscal year are bal-
anced. 

(2) IMPROVEMENTS TO OPERATIONAL EFFI-
CIENCY.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall work 
with the applicable territorial government 
to improve the operational efficiency of the 
applicable territorial government, including 
the efforts of the applicable territorial gov-
ernment— 

(i) to strengthen financial recordkeeping 
and reporting; 

(ii) to control the number and cost of gov-
ernment contracts; 

(iii) to collect and enforce the collection of 
taxes; 

(iv) to promote economic growth; 
(v) to improve Federal grant management; 

and 
(vi) to increase the effective use of infor-

mation technology. 
(B) REPORT.—Within a reasonable period of 

time, the Board shall submit to the applica-
ble territorial government a report describ-
ing recommendations to improve the oper-
ational efficiency of the applicable terri-
torial government, including efforts de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(3) REVIEW OF BUDGETS; QUARTERLY RE-
PORTS.— 

(A) BUDGET PROPOSED BY GOVERNOR.— 
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(i) SUBMISSION TO BOARD.—The Governor of 

the applicable covered territory shall submit 
to the Board for review a proposed budget for 
each fiscal year, in consultation with the 
Chief Financial Officer and based on the ap-
plicable forecast of revenues submitted by 
the Chief Financial Officer, by not later than 
the earlier of— 

(I) the date that is 120 days before the first 
day of the fiscal year covered by the pro-
posed budget; and 

(II) the date that is 60 days before the date 
by which the Governor is required under ap-
plicable law to submit to the legislature of 
the applicable covered territory a proposed 
budget for the applicable fiscal year. 

(ii) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANT BUDG-
ET.—Not later than the date that is 15 days 
after the date on which a Board receives a 
proposed budget under clause (i), the Board 
shall— 

(I) determine whether the proposed budget 
is a compliant budget; and 

(II)(aa) if the proposed budget is a compli-
ant budget— 

(AA) approve the compliant budget; and 
(BB) submit the compliant budget to the 

legislature of the applicable covered terri-
tory; or 

(bb) if the proposed budget is not a compli-
ant budget, provide to the Governor of the 
applicable covered territory— 

(AA) a notice of violation that includes a 
description of any corrective action sug-
gested by the Board; and 

(BB) an opportunity to correct the viola-
tion by requiring the Governor to submit to 
the Board a revised budget by not later than 
the date that is 15 days after the date on 
which the notice of violation under subitem 
(AA) is provided. 

(iii) REVISED BUDGETS.—Not later than the 
date that is 7 days after the date on which 
the Board receives a revised budget under 
clause (ii)(II)(bb)(BB), the Board shall— 

(I) determine whether the revised budget is 
a compliant budget in consultation with the 
Chief Financial Officer; and 

(II)(aa) if the revised budget is a compliant 
budget— 

(AA) approve the compliant budget; and 
(BB) submit the compliant budget to the 

legislature of the applicable covered terri-
tory; or 

(bb) if the revised budget is not a compli-
ant budget— 

(AA) issue a notice of noncompliance; 
(BB) publicly submit recommendations of 

the Board and the Chief Financial Officer for 
adjustments that should be made to ensure 
the adopted budget of the territorial govern-
ment for the applicable fiscal year is a com-
pliant budget; 

(CC) submit the noncompliant budget to 
the legislature of the applicable covered ter-
ritory with recommendations of the Board 
and the Chief Financial Officer for adjust-
ments that should be made to ensure the 
adopted budget of the territorial government 
for the applicable fiscal year is a complaint 
budget; and 

(DD) issue a directive that the legislature 
shall strive to adopt the Board’s rec-
ommendations in the budget of the terri-
torial government for the applicable fiscal 
year. 

(B) BUDGET APPROVAL BY LEGISLATURE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The legislature of the ap-

plicable covered territory shall submit to the 
Board the budget adopted by the legislature 
not later than— 

(I) the date that is 30 days before the first 
day of each applicable fiscal year; or 

(II) the date previously approved in writing 
by the Board not to exceed 60 days after the 
first day of the applicable fiscal year, if a 
date was approved in writing. 

(ii) DETERMINATION BY BOARD.—Not later 
than the date that is 7 days after the date on 
which the Board receives an adopted budget 
submitted under clause (i), the Board shall— 

(I) determine whether the adopted budget 
is a compliant budget in consultation with 
the Chief Financial Officer; and 

(II)(aa) if the adopted budget is a compli-
ant budget, issue a compliance certification 
for the compliant budget; or 

(bb) if the budget is not a compliant budg-
et— 

(AA) issue a certificate of noncompliance; 
(BB) publicly submit recommendations of 

the Board and the Chief Financial Officer for 
adjustments that should be made to the 
budget of the territorial government for the 
upcoming fiscal year to ensure the revenues 
and expenditures are consistent with the Fis-
cal Plan; 

(CC) provide to the Governor and legisla-
ture of the applicable covered territory a 
certificate of noncompliance that includes a 
description of any recommendations of the 
Board and the Chief Financial Officer for ad-
justments that should be made to the budget 
of the territorial government for the upcom-
ing fiscal year to ensure the revenues and ex-
penditures are consistent with the Fiscal 
Plan; and 

(DD) issue a directive that the Governor 
and the legislature shall strive to adopt the 
Board’s recommendations in the budget of 
the territorial government for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

(C) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—On receipt of a 
quarterly report from the Chief Financial Of-
ficer under section 112(f)(1)(B), the Board 
shall— 

(i) conduct a review to determine whether 
the actual quarterly revenues and expenses 
for the applicable territorial government are 
in compliance with the applicable approved 
budget; and 

(ii) if the Board determines that the actual 
quarterly revenues and expenses for the ap-
plicable territorial government are not in 
compliance with the applicable approved 
budget under clause (i), provide to the Gov-
ernor recommendations for adjustments that 
should be made to ensure the revenues and 
expenditures of the adopted budget of the ap-
plicable territorial government for the appli-
cable fiscal year are balanced. 

(4) ISSUANCE OF DEBT.—No territorial gov-
ernment may, without providing prior writ-
ten and public notice to the Board, issue 
debt or guarantee, exchange, modify, repur-
chase, redeem, or enter into a similar trans-
action with respect to the debt of the terri-
torial government. 

(5) AUTHORITY TO REVIEW DISCRETIONARY 
TAX WAIVERS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 
that is 180 days after the date of the estab-
lishment of a Board under subsection (a), the 
Governor of the applicable covered territory 
shall submit to the Board an audited report 
documenting each outstanding discretionary 
tax waiver agreement to which any entity of 
the applicable territorial government is a 
party, including each agreement pursuant to 
which the applicable entity of the territorial 
government waived, changed the due date of, 
or changed the amount of taxes due. 

(B) NEW TAX WAIVERS.—Effective on the 
date on which a Board is established under 
subsection (a), no new tax waiver agreement 
may be executed by the applicable territorial 
government without prior approval of the 
Board. 

(k) TERMINATION OF BOARD.—A Board shall 
terminate on certification by the Board 
that— 

(1) the Board has been in operation for not 
less than 3 years and the applicable terri-
torial government has adequate access, on 
an unsecured basis, to short-term and long- 

term credit markets at reasonable interest 
rates to meet the borrowing needs of the ter-
ritorial government using a compliant budg-
et; or 

(2) for not less than 3 consecutive fiscal 
years prior to the certification, the expendi-
tures made by the applicable territorial gov-
ernment for each fiscal year did not exceed 
the revenues of the territorial government 
during that fiscal year, using a compliant 
budget. 
SEC. 112. ESTABLISHMENT OF CHIEF FINANCIAL 

OFFICER. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date on 

which the Governor of a territory signs a res-
olution adopted by the legislature of the ter-
ritory to request the establishment of a Fis-
cal Stability and Reform Board under this 
subtitle, an Office of the Chief Financial Of-
ficer is established for the territory, which 
shall be headed by the Chief Financial Offi-
cer of the territory. 

(2) AUTHORITY TO REQUEST.—Effective with 
the appointment of the first Chief Financial 
Officer under subsection (d), the Chief Finan-
cial Officer may request other offices be con-
solidated within the office, subject to the ap-
proval of the applicable territory’s legisla-
ture, with the function and personnel of the 
offices transferred to the office. 

(3) RETENTION OF AUTHORITY.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (2), the applicable terri-
tory shall retain its authority to appoint and 
remove personnel and agency heads of con-
solidated offices. 

(4) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual appointed 

to serve as a Chief Financial Officer— 
(i) shall be subject to— 
(I) the Federal conflict of interest require-

ments described in section 208 of title 18, 
United States Code, except with respect to 
subsection (b) of that section; and 

(II) the conflict of interest disclosure re-
quirements under title I of the Ethics in 
Government Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.); and 

(ii) shall not have any other conflict of in-
terest relating to the duties of the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, including ownership of any 
debt security of— 

(I) the applicable territorial government; 
or 

(II) a territorial instrumentality. 
(B) DEFINITION.—For purposes of subpara-

graph (A)(ii), the term ‘‘conflict of interest’’ 
includes the interests of an organization in 
which the individual is serving as officer, di-
rector, trustee, general partner or employee, 
or any person or organization with whom the 
individual is negotiating or has any arrange-
ment concerning prospective employment. 

(C) 3-YEAR RESTRICTION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any individual who serves 

as Chief Financial Officer shall not, during 
the 3-year period beginning on the date on 
which his or her tenure as Chief Financial 
Officer terminates, knowingly make, with 
the intent to influence, any communication 
to or appearance before any member of the 
Board or Chief Financial Officer on behalf of 
any other person (except the United States 
or a State or local government). 

(ii) PENALTY.—Any individual who violates 
clause (i) shall be subject to the penalties de-
scribed in section 216 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

(iii) VIOLATIONS.—If a Chief Financial Offi-
cer is determined to be in violation of the re-
quirements described in this subparagraph, 
the member shall be removed from the posi-
tion of Chief Financial Officer and may be 
subject to additional actions or penalties set 
forth under Federal ethics rules. 

(b) STAFF.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Financial Offi-

cer may appoint such staff as are necessary 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4659 June 28, 2016 
to enable the Office to perform the duties of 
the Office. 

(2) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—For purposes of 
chapter 11 of title 18, United States Code, 
and section 2635 of title 5, Code of Federal 
Regulations, or any successor thereto, the 
executive director and other staff employed 
by the office shall be considered employees 
of an Executive agency (as defined in section 
105 of title 5, United States Code), including 
a member of the staff who is— 

(A) a private citizen; 
(B) an employee of the applicable terri-

torial government; or 
(C) an employee of the Federal Govern-

ment. 
(3) DETAILEES.— 
(A) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—On request of 

the Chief Financial Officer, the head of a 
Federal department or agency may detail to 
the Office, on a reimbursable or nonreim-
bursable basis, and in accordance with the 
Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970 (42 
U.S.C. 4701 et seq.), any of the personnel of 
the department or agency to assist the Office 
in the performance of the duties of the Of-
fice. 

(B) TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.— 
On request of the Chief Financial Officer, the 
head of any department or agency of the ap-
plicable territorial government may detail 
to the Office, on a reimbursable or nonreim-
bursable basis, any of the personnel of the 
department or agency to assist the Office in 
the performance of the duties of the Office. 

(c) FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Financial Offi-

cer— 
(A) may use funds provided by the applica-

ble territorial government to ensure suffi-
cient funds are made available to cover all 
expenses of the Office; and 

(B) shall submit to the Governor and legis-
lature of the applicable covered territory for 
inclusion in the annual budget appropria-
tions process of the applicable territorial 
government a report describing any request 
and use of funds provided by the applicable 
territorial government. 

(2) LOCAL FUNDING.—A covered territory 
shall designate a dedicated territorial gov-
ernment source of funding, not subject to 
subsequent legislative appropriation, suffi-
cient to support the annual costs of the Of-
fice, as determined by the Chief Financial 
Officer, to carry out this subtitle. 

(d) APPOINTMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Financial Offi-

cer shall be appointed by the applicable ter-
ritory’s Governor as follows: 

(A) Prior to the appointment of the Chief 
Financial Officer, the Board may submit rec-
ommendations for the appointment to the 
applicable territory’s Governor. 

(B) In consultation with the Board and the 
applicable territory’s legislature, the appli-
cable territory’s Governor shall nominate an 
individual for appointment and notify the 
applicable territory’s legislature of the nom-
ination. 

(C) After the expiration of the 7-day period 
that begins on the date the applicable terri-
tory’s Governor notifies the legislature of 
the nomination under subparagraph (B), the 
applicable territory’s Governor shall notify 
the Board of the nomination. 

(D) The nomination shall be effective sub-
ject to approval by a majority vote of the 
Board. 

(2) REMOVAL.—The Chief Financial Officer 
may be removed for cause by the Board or by 
the applicable territory’s Governor with the 
approval of the Board. 

(3) SALARY.—The Chief Financial Officer 
shall be paid at an annual rate determined 
by the Board as the Board determines to be 
appropriate. 

(e) POWERS.— 

(1) ISSUANCE AND ENFORCEMENT OF SUB-
POENAS.— 

(A) PURPOSE.—The Chief Financial Officer 
may, for the purpose of performing the du-
ties of the office, require, by subpoena or 
otherwise, the attendance and testimony of 
such witnesses and the production of such 
books, records, correspondence, memoranda, 
papers, documents, tapes, and materials as 
the Chief Financial Officer considers to be 
appropriate. 

(B) ISSUANCE.—A subpoena issued under 
paragraph (1)(B) shall— 

(i) bear the signature of the Chief Finan-
cial Officer; and 

(ii) be served by any person or class of per-
sons designated by the Chief Financial Offi-
cer to serve a subpoena under paragraph 
(1)(B). 

(C) ENFORCEMENT.—In the case of contu-
macy or failure to obey a subpoena issued 
under paragraph (1)(B), the United States 
district court for the district in which the 
subpoenaed person resides, is served, or may 
be found may issue an order requiring the 
person— 

(i) to appear at any designated place to tes-
tify; or 

(ii) to produce documentary or other evi-
dence. 

(D) NONCOMPLIANCE.—Any failure to obey 
the order of a court under this paragraph 
may be punished by the court as a contempt 
of court. 

(2) ENTRANCE INTO CONTRACTS.—The Chief 
Financial Officer, or any of the staff of the 
office on behalf of the Chief Financial Offi-
cer, may enter into such contracts as the 
Chief Financial Officer considers appropriate 
to carry out the duties of the office. 

(f) FUNCTIONS.—In addition to any other 
duties necessary and proper to fulfill the 
purposes of the Office, the Chief Financial 
Officer shall have the following duties: 

(1) MONTHLY AND QUARTERLY REPORTS.— 
The Chief Financial Officer, in consultation 
with the applicable territorial government, 
shall submit to the Board: 

(A) A report not later than the date that is 
7 days after the last day of each month to 
provide— 

(i) an accounting of the cash balance of the 
applicable territorial government; and 

(ii) a description of the amount of actual 
expenditures and revenues of the applicable 
territorial government, as compared to the 
amounts budgeted, for the applicable fiscal 
year. 

(B) Not later than the date that is 15 days 
after the last day of each quarter of a fiscal 
year, the Chief Financial Officer in consulta-
tion with the Governor of the applicable cov-
ered territory shall submit to the Board, in 
such form as the Board may require, a report 
describing— 

(i) the actual cash revenues, cash expendi-
tures, and cash flows of the territorial gov-
ernment for the preceding quarter; as com-
pared to 

(ii) the actual cash revenues, cash expendi-
tures, and cash flows contained in the ap-
proved budget for the applicable quarter. 

(C) A report under subparagraph (B) shall 
include— 

(i) a description of any accrued revenues 
and expenditures during the applicable quar-
ter, as compared to the accrued revenues and 
expenditures contained in the approved 
budget for the quarter; and 

(ii) a balance sheet, if the Board requires a 
balance sheet. 

(2) REVENUE FORECASTING.—Not later than 
the date that is 75 days before the date on 
which the Governor of the applicable covered 
territory is required under applicable law to 
submit to the legislature of the applicable 
covered territory a proposed budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year, the Chief Financial Of-

ficer shall submit to the applicable terri-
torial government and Board a forecast of 
revenues for the upcoming fiscal year to be 
used to develop the budget. 

(A) REQUIREMENTS.—A forecast under para-
graph (2) shall be— 

(i) based on applicable law; and 
(ii) prepared in accordance with the appli-

cable Fiscal Plan. 
(3) FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTING INFORMA-

TION.—The Chief Financial Officer shall en-
sure the following: 

(A) All financial information presented by 
the applicable territory is presented in a 
manner, and is otherwise consistent with 
any requirements promulgated by the Board. 

(B) Appropriate procedures are imple-
mented and institute such programs, sys-
tems, and personnel policies within the Offi-
cer’s authority, to ensure that the applicable 
territory’s budget, accounting and personnel 
control systems and structures are syn-
chronized for budgeting and control purposes 
on a continuing basis. 

(C) Appropriate forms of receipts, vouch-
ers, bills, and claims to be used by all agen-
cies, offices, and instrumentalities of the ap-
plicable territorial government. 

(4) ACCOUNTING MANAGEMENT.—The Chief 
Financial Officer shall: 

(A) Supervise the applicable territory’s fi-
nancial transactions to ensure adequate con-
trol of revenues and resources, and to ensure 
that appropriations are not exceeded. 

(B) Maintain systems of accounting and in-
ternal control designed to provide— 

(i) full disclosure of the financial impact of 
the activities of the applicable territorial 
government; 

(ii) adequate financial information needed 
by the applicable territorial government for 
management purposes; 

(iii) effective control over, and account-
ability for, all funds, property, and other as-
sets of the applicable territorial government; 
and 

(iv) reliable accounting results to serve as 
the basis for preparing and supporting agen-
cy budget requests and controlling the exe-
cution of the budget of the applicable terri-
torial government. 

(C) Maintain accounting of all public funds 
belonging to or under the control of the ap-
plicable territorial government (or any de-
partment or agency of the applicable terri-
torial government). 

(D) Maintain accounting of all investment 
and invested funds of the applicable terri-
torial government or in possession of the ap-
plicable territorial government in a fidu-
ciary capacity. 

(E) Submit to the applicable territorial 
government a financial statement of the ap-
plicable territorial government, containing 
such details and at such times as the appli-
cable territorial government may specify. 

(5) CERTIFYING CONTRACTS.—All contracts 
(whether directly or through delegation) 
shall be certified by the Chief Financial Offi-
cer prior to execution as to the availability 
of funds to meet the obligations expected to 
be incurred by the applicable territorial gov-
ernment under such contracts during the 
year. 

(6) AUDITING.—The Chief Financial Officer 
shall perform internal audits of accounts and 
operations and records of the applicable ter-
ritorial government, including the examina-
tion of any accounts or records of financial 
transactions, giving due consideration to the 
effectiveness of accounting systems, internal 
control, and related administrative practices 
of the departments and agencies of the appli-
cable territorial government. 
SEC. 113. DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL OF FIS-

CAL PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

that is 60 days before the date on which the 
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Governor of an applicable covered territory 
is required under applicable law to submit to 
the legislature of the applicable covered ter-
ritory a proposed budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year, the Governor, in consultation 
with the Chief Financial Officer, shall de-
velop and submit to the Board and applicable 
territorial government a Fiscal Plan for the 
applicable territorial government in accord-
ance with this section. 

(b) INITIAL FISCAL PLAN.—The Governor of 
an applicable covered territory in consulta-
tion with the Chief Financial Officer shall 
develop an initial Fiscal Plan in accordance 
with subsection (a) within 90 days of the 
Governor of the applicable covered territory 
signing a resolution adopted by the legisla-
ture of the territory to request the establish-
ment of a Fiscal Stability and Reform Board 
under this subtitle, or not later than the 
date that is 60 days before the date on which 
the Governor of the applicable covered terri-
tory is required under applicable law to sub-
mit to the legislature of the applicable cov-
ered territory a proposed budget for the up-
coming fiscal year, whichever comes chrono-
logically first. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A Fiscal Plan shall, to the 

maximum extent practicable, with respect to 
the applicable territorial government— 

(A) provide for estimates of revenues and 
expenditures in accordance with modified ac-
crual accounting standards and based on— 

(i) applicable laws; or 
(ii) specific laws that require enactment in 

order to reasonably achieve the projections 
of the Fiscal Plan; 

(B) ensure the funding of essential public 
services; 

(C) provide full funding to cover all exist-
ing public pension obligations; 

(D) provide for the elimination of budget 
gaps in financing; 

(E) provide for a reduction in the debt bur-
den to a level that is sustainable; 

(F) improve fiscal governance; 
(G) enable the achievement of fiscal tar-

gets; 
(H) create independent forecasts of revenue 

for the period covered by the Fiscal Plan; 
and 

(I) not impede investments to promote sus-
tained economic growth. 

(2) TERM.—A Fiscal Plan shall be in effect 
for a period of not less than 5 years. 

(3) TRANSPARENCY.—A Fiscal Plan shall be 
made publicly available no less than 15 days 
after final approval as specified within sub-
section (d). 

(d) APPROVAL BY BOARD.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Governor of a cov-

ered territory shall not submit to the legis-
lature of the applicable covered territory an 
annual budget for a fiscal year unless the 
Fiscal Plan has been approved for that fiscal 
year in accordance with this subsection. 

(2) APPROVAL.—Not later than the date 
that is 15 days after the date on which the 
Governor submits a Fiscal Plan to the Board 
under subsection (a), the Board shall— 

(A) certify the Fiscal Plan; or 
(B) fail to certify the Fiscal Plan and pro-

vide to the Governor recommendations for 
revisions to the Fiscal Plan. 

(3) REVISED FISCAL PLAN.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

that is 15 days after the date on which the 
Board submits recommendations to the Gov-
ernor under paragraph (2)(B), the Governor 
shall submit to the Board a revised Fiscal 
Plan. 

(B) APPROVAL; DISAPPROVAL.—Not later 
than the date that is 7 days after the date on 
which the Governor submits to the Board a 
revised Fiscal Plan under subparagraph (A), 
the Board shall— 

(i) certify the revised Fiscal Plan; or 

(ii) disapprove the revised Fiscal Plan. 
(4) DEVELOPMENT BY BOARD.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.— 
(i) NONACTION BY GOVERNOR.—If the Gov-

ernor of a covered territory fails to submit 
to the Board a revised Fiscal Plan on or be-
fore the date specified in paragraph (3)(A), 
the Board shall develop and submit to the 
Governor a final revised Fiscal Plan not 
later than the date that is 22 days after the 
date on which recommendations are provided 
to the Governor under paragraph (2)(B). 

(ii) DISAPPROVAL BY BOARD.—If the Board 
disapproves a revised Fiscal Plan under para-
graph (3)(B)(ii), the Board shall develop and 
submit to the Governor a final revised Fiscal 
Plan not later than the date that is 7 days 
after the date of disapproval. 
SEC. 114. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this subtitle or the ap-
plication of such provision to any person or 
circumstance is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remainder of this subtitle, and the appli-
cation of the provision to any other person 
or circumstance, shall not be affected. 

TITLE II—ADJUSTMENTS OF DEBTS OF A 
TERRITORY OR ITS MUNICIPALITIES 

Subtitle A—General Provisions 
SEC. 201. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) AFFILIATE.—The term ‘‘affiliate’’ 

means, in addition to the definition made ap-
plicable in a case under this title by section 
243(a)— 

(A) for a Territory, any municipality of the 
Territory; and 

(B) for a municipality, the governing Terri-
tory and any of the Territory’s other munici-
palities. 

(2) BOND.—The term ‘‘Bond’’ means a bond, 
loan, line of credit, note, or other borrowing 
title, in physical or dematerialized form, of 
which— 

(A) the issuer, borrower, or guarantor is 
the municipality or Territory as defined by 
paragraphs (5) and (11); and 

(B) the date of issuance or incurrence of 
debt precedes the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(3) COURT.—The term ‘‘court’’ means the 
district court for the territory in which the 
debtor is located or, for any territory in 
which the debtor is located that does not 
have a district court, the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Hawaii. 

(4) DEBTOR.—The term ‘‘debtor’’ means the 
Territory or municipality concerning which 
a case under this title has been commenced. 

(5) MUNICIPALITY.—The term ‘‘munici-
pality’’— 

(A) includes any political subdivision, pub-
lic agency, instrumentality or instrumen-
tality of a Territory; and 

(B) should be broadly construed to effec-
tuate the purposes of this title. 

(6) PROPERTY OF THE ESTATE.—The term 
‘‘property of the estate’’, when used in sec-
tion 541 of title 11, United States Code, made 
applicable in a case under this title by sec-
tion 243(a) means property of the debtor. 

(7) SPECIAL REVENUES.—The term ‘‘special 
revenues’’ means receipts derived from the 
ownership, operation, or disposition of 
projects or systems of the debtor that are 
primarily used or intended to be used pri-
marily to provide transportation, utility, or 
other services, including the proceeds of bor-
rowings to finance the projects or systems. 

(8) SPECIAL TAX PAYER.—The term ‘‘special 
tax payer’’ means record owner or holder of 
legal or equitable title to real property 
against which a special assessment or special 
tax has been levied the proceeds of which are 
the sole source of payment of an obligation 
issued by the debtor to defray the cost of an 
improvement relating to such real property. 

(9) SPECIAL TAX PAYER AFFECTED BY THE 
PLAN.—The term ‘‘special tax payer affected 
by the plan’’ means special tax payer with 
respect to whose real property the plan pro-
poses to increase the proportion of special 
assessments or special taxes referred to in 
paragraph (2) assessed against such real 
property. 

(10) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ when used 
in a section of title 11, United States Code, 
made applicable in a case under this title by 
section 243(a) means State or Territory when 
used in reference to a the relationship of a 
State to the municipality of the State. 

(11) TERRITORY.—The term ‘‘Territory’’ 
means the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, or the 
United States Virgin Islands. 

(12) TRUSTEE.—The term ‘‘trustee’’ when 
used in a section of title 11, United States 
Code, made applicable in a case under this 
title by section 243(a) means debtor, except 
as provided in section 926 of title 11, United 
States Code. 
SEC. 202. WHO MAY BE A DEBTOR. 

An entity may be a debtor under this title 
if the entity— 

(1) is— 
(A) a Territory that has requested the es-

tablishment of a Fiscal Stability and Reform 
Board in accordance with section 111; or 

(B) a municipality— 
(i) of a Territory that has requested the es-

tablishment of a Fiscal Stability and Reform 
Board in accordance with section 111; and 

(ii) that has been specifically authorized, 
in its capacity as a municipality or by name, 
to be a debtor under this title by Territory 
law, or by a governmental officer or organi-
zation empowered by Territory law to au-
thorize such entity to be a debtor under this 
title; and 

(2) desires to effect a plan to adjust its 
debts. 
SEC. 203. RESERVATION OF TERRITORIAL POWER 

TO CONTROL MUNICIPALITIES. 
Subject to the limitations imposed by title 

III, this title does not limit or impair the 
power of a Territory to control, by legisla-
tion or otherwise, a municipality of or in the 
Territory in the exercise of the political or 
governmental powers of such municipality, 
including expenditures for such exercise, 
but— 

(1) a Territory law prescribing a method of 
composition of indebtedness of such munici-
pality may not bind any creditor that does 
not consent to such composition; and 

(2) a judgment entered under such a law 
may not bind a creditor that does not con-
sent to such composition. 
SEC. 204. LIMITATION ON JURISDICTION AND 

POWERS OF COURT. 
Subject to the limitations imposed by title 

II, notwithstanding any power of the court, 
unless the debtor consents or the plan so 
provides, the court may not, by any stay, 
order, or decree, in the case or otherwise, 
interfere with— 

(1) any of the political or governmental 
powers of the debtor; 

(2) any of the property or revenues of the 
debtor; or 

(3) the debtor’s use or enjoyment of any in-
come-producing property. 

Subtitle B—Initial Stay on Litigation 
SEC. 211. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle, any term not defined 
under section 201 that is defined in title 11, 
United States Code, has the meaning given 
that term under title 11, United States Code. 
SEC. 212. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Effective on the date on which the Gov-
ernor of a territory signs a resolution adopt-
ed by the legislature of the territory to re-
quest the establishment of a Fiscal Stability 
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and Reform Board under section 111, section 
213 shall take effect. 
SEC. 213. AUTOMATIC STAY. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the adoption of a resolution under 
section 111 operates with respect to any 
claim, debt, or cause of action related to a 
Bond as a stay, applicable to all entities (as 
such term is defined in section 101 of title 11, 
United States Code), of— 

(1) the commencement or continuation, in-
cluding the issuance or employment of proc-
ess, of a judicial, administrative, or other ac-
tion or proceeding against a Territory or 
municipality, or to recover a claim against a 
Territory or municipality; 

(2) the enforcement, against a Territory or 
municipality or against property of a Terri-
tory or municipality, of a judgment; 

(3) any act to obtain possession of property 
of a Territory or municipality, or of property 
from a Territory or municipality, or to exer-
cise control over property of a Territory or 
municipality; 

(4) any act to create, perfect, or enforce 
any lien against property of a Territory or 
municipality; 

(5) any act to create, perfect, or enforce 
against property of a Territory or munici-
pality any lien to the extent that such lien 
secures a claim; 

(6) any act to collect, assess, or recover a 
claim against a Territory or municipality; 
and 

(7) the setoff of any debt owing to a Terri-
tory or municipality against any claim 
against a Territory or municipality. 

(b) The adoption of a resolution under sec-
tion 111 does not operate as a stay under sub-
section (a) of this section of the continuation 
of, including the issuance or employment of 
process, a judicial, administrative, or other 
action or proceeding against a Territory or 
municipality that was commenced on or be-
fore the date of the adoption of the resolu-
tion under section 111. 

(c) Except as provided in subsection (d), 
(e), or (f), a stay of an act under subsection 
(a) shall cease to have effect no later than 12 
months after the date of the adoption of a 
resolution under section 111, or upon a the 
commencement of a voluntary case under 
this title by the filing with the bankruptcy 
court of a petition by an entity that may be 
a debtor under section 202, whichever comes 
chronologically first. 

(d) On motion of a party in interest and 
after notice and a hearing, the court may 
grant relief from a stay under subsection 
(a)— 

(1) for cause, including the lack of ade-
quate protection of a security interest in 
property of such party in interest; or 

(2) with respect to a stay of an act against 
property under subsection (a), if— 

(A) the debtor does not have an equity in 
such property; and 

(B) such property is not necessary for a 
Territory or municipality to provide essen-
tial services. 

(e) Thirty days after a request under sub-
section (d) of this section for relief from the 
stay of any act against property of a Terri-
tory or municipality under subsection (a) of 
this section, such stay is terminated with re-
spect to the party in interest making such 
request, unless the court, after notice and a 
hearing, orders such stay continued in effect 
pending the conclusion of, or as a result of, 
a final hearing and determination under sub-
section (d) of this section. A hearing under 
this subsection may be a preliminary hear-
ing, or may be consolidated with the final 
hearing under subsection (d) of this section. 
The court shall order such stay continued in 
effect pending the conclusion of the final 
hearing under subsection (d) of this section if 

there is a reasonable likelihood that the 
party opposing relief from such stay will pre-
vail at the conclusion of such final hearing. 
If the hearing under this subsection is a pre-
liminary hearing, then such final hearing 
shall be concluded not later than 30 days 
after the conclusion of such preliminary 
hearing, unless the 30-day period is extended 
with the consent of the parties in interest or 
for a specific time which the court finds is 
required by compelling circumstances. 

(f) Upon request of a party in interest, the 
court, with or without a hearing, shall grant 
such relief from the stay provided under sub-
section (a) of this section as is necessary to 
prevent irreparable damage to the secured 
interest of an entity in property, if such in-
terest will suffer such damage before there is 
an opportunity for notice and a hearing 
under subsection (d) or (e) of this section. 

(g) No order, judgment, or decree entered 
in violation of this section shall have any 
force or effect. 

(h) In any hearing under subsection (d) or 
(e) concerning relief from a stay— 

(1) the party requesting such relief has the 
burden of proof on the issue of the debtor’s 
equity in property; and 

(2) the party opposing such relief has the 
burden of proof on all other issues. 

Subtitle C—Adjudication and Judicial 
Review 

SEC. 221. PETITION AND PROCEEDINGS RELAT-
ING TO PETITION. 

(a) A voluntary case under this title is 
commenced by the filing with the bank-
ruptcy court of a petition by an entity that 
may be a debtor under section 202. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 202 and sub-
section (a), a case under this title concerning 
an unincorporated tax or special assessment 
district that does not have its own officials 
is commenced by the filing under subsection 
(a) of a petition by the governing authority 
of the district or the board or body having 
authority to levy taxes or assessments to 
meet the obligations of such district. 

(c) After any objection to the petition, the 
court, after notice and a hearing, may dis-
miss the petition if— 

(1) the debtor did not file the petition in 
good faith; or 

(2) the petition does not meet the require-
ments of this title. 

(d) If the petition is not dismissed under 
subsection (c), the court shall order relief 
under this title. 

(e) The court may not— 
(1) on account of an appeal from an order 

for relief, delay any proceeding under this 
title in the case in which the appeal is being 
taken; or 

(2) order a stay of such proceeding pending 
such appeal. 

(f) The reversal on appeal of a finding of ju-
risdiction shall not affect the validity of any 
debt incurred that is authorized by the court 
under section 364(c) or 364(d) of title 11, 
United States Code. 

(g) For purposes of this title, the Governor 
may take any action necessary on behalf of 
the debtor to prosecute the debtor’s case; in-
cluding— 

(1) filing a petition; 
(2) submitting or modifying a plan of ad-

justment; or 
(3) otherwise generally submitting filings 

in relation to the restructuring case with the 
court. 

(h) Debtors under this title may file peti-
tions or submit or modify plans of adjust-
ment jointly if they are affiliates. 

(i) Except as provided in subsection (j), this 
title shall take effect on the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(j) This title shall apply with respect to— 
(1) cases commenced under this title on or 

after the date of the enactment of this Act; 
and 

(2) debts, claims, and liens created before, 
on, or after such date. 
SEC. 222. JURISDICTION. 

(a) The district courts shall have original 
and exclusive jurisdiction of a case under 
this title. 

(b) Section 157 of title 28, United States 
Code, shall apply to a case under this title. 
SEC. 223. VENUE. 

Venue shall be proper in— 
(1) with respect to a Territory, the district 

court for the Territory or, for any territory 
that does not have a district court, in the 
United States District Court for the District 
of Hawaii; and 

(2) with respect to a municipality, the dis-
trict court for the Territory in which the 
municipality is located or, for any territory 
that does not have a district court, in the 
United States District Court for the District 
of Hawaii. 
SEC. 224. SELECTION OF PRESIDING JUDGE. 

(a) For cases in which the debtor is a Terri-
tory, the chief judge of the court of appeals 
for the circuit embracing the district in 
which the case is commenced shall designate 
a bankruptcy judge to conduct the case. 

(b) For cases in which the debtor is not a 
Territory, and the case has not been jointly 
filed with the case of a Territory or there is 
no case in which the affiliate Territory is a 
debtor, the chief judge of the court of ap-
peals for the circuit embracing the district 
in which the case is commenced shall des-
ignate a bankruptcy judge to conduct the 
case. 

(c) A bankruptcy judge designated under 
subsection (a) or (b) shall be subject to the 
provisions of chapter 6 of title 28, United 
States Code. 

(d) Notwithstanding section 156, of title 28, 
United States Code, the bankruptcy judge 
designated under subsection (a) or (b) may 
appoint as many law clerks and additional 
judicial assistants as the judge deems nec-
essary to assist in presiding over cases com-
menced under this title. 
SEC. 225. APPELLATE REVIEW. 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), 
subsections (a) and (d) of section 158 of title 
28, United States Code, shall apply to a case 
under this title. 

(b) Only an order confirming a plan of ad-
justment or dismissing a petition shall be 
considered final for purposes of section 158(a) 
of title 28, United States Code. 
SEC. 226. APPLICABLE RULES OF PROCEDURE. 

For all cases brought under this title, the 
Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure shall 
apply. 
SEC. 227. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of this title, or 
the application of that provision to persons 
or circumstances other than those as to 
which it is held invalid, is not affected there-
by. 

Subtitle D—The Plan 
SEC. 231. FILING OF PLAN OF ADJUSTMENT. 

The debtor shall file a plan for the adjust-
ment of the debtor’s debts. If such a plan is 
not filed with the petition, the debtor shall 
file such a plan at such later time as the 
court fixes. 
SEC. 232. CONFIRMATION. 

(a) A special tax payer may object to con-
firmation of a plan. 

(b) The court shall confirm the plan if— 
(1) the plan complies with the provisions of 

title 11, United States Code, made applicable 
in a case under this title by section 243(a); 

(2) the plan complies with the provisions of 
this title; 

(3) the debtor is not prohibited by law from 
taking any action necessary to carry out the 
plan; 
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(4) except to the extent that the holder of 

a particular claim has agreed to a different 
treatment of such claim, the plan provides 
that on the effective date of the plan each 
holder of a claim of a kind specified in sec-
tion 507(a)(2) of title 11, United States Code, 
will receive on account of such claim cash 
equal to the allowed amount of such claim; 

(5) any regulatory or electoral approval 
necessary under applicable nonbankruptcy 
law in order to carry out any provision of the 
plan has been obtained, or such provision is 
expressly conditioned on such approval; 

(6) the plan is in the best interests of credi-
tors and is feasible; 

(7) the plan is consistent with the Fiscal 
Plan submitted under title II; 

(8) the plan ensures that accrued pension 
liability in the Commonwealth Employee 
Retirement System and Teacher Retirement 
System shall be treated as senior, first pri-
ority secured debt, senior to any existing 
senior secured debt by statutory lien and 
notwithstanding any other provision of law 
may be satisfied by payment from the gen-
eral revenues of the Commonwealth, pro-
vided that the maximum claim to be treated 
as secured by this senior, first priority se-
cured statutory lien of an active annuitant 
shall be equal to the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation maximum guarantee for 
participants in a single-employer plan and 
that the maximum claim to be treated as se-
cured by this senior, first priority secured 
statutory lien of an active or vested inactive 
participant in said pension funds shall be 
equal to the full benefit accrued by such ac-
tive or inactive participant; and 

(9) feasible and equitable the plan does not 
unduly impair the claims of holders of bonds 
that are— 

(A) general obligations of the Territory to 
which the Territory pledged the full faith 
and credit and the taxing power of the Terri-
tory; and 

(B) identified in an applicable nonbank-
ruptcy law as having a first claim on avail-
able Territory resources. 

Subtitle E—Additional Provisions 
SEC. 241. COMPENSATION OF PROFESSIONALS. 

(a) After notice to the parties in interest 
and the United States Trustee and a hearing, 
the court may award to a professional person 
employed by the debtor, in the debtor’s sole 
discretion, or employed by a committee 
under section 1103 of title 11, United States 
Code— 

(1) reasonable compensation for actual, 
necessary services rendered by the profes-
sional person, or attorney and by any para-
professional person employed by any such 
person; and 

(2) reimbursement for actual, necessary ex-
penses. 

(b) The court may, on its own motion or on 
the motion of any party in interest, award 
compensation that is less than the amount 
of compensation that is requested. 

(c) In determining the amount of reason-
able compensation to be awarded to a profes-
sional person, the court shall consider the 
nature, the extent, and the value of such 
services, taking into account all relevant 
factors, including— 

(1) the time spent on such services; 
(2) the rates charged for such services; 
(3) whether the services were necessary to 

the administration of, or beneficial at the 
time at which the service was rendered to-
ward the completion of, a case under this 
title; 

(4) whether the services were performed 
within a reasonable amount of time com-
mensurate with the complexity, importance, 
and nature of the problem, issue, or task ad-
dressed; 

(5) with respect to a professional person, 
whether the person is board certified or oth-

erwise has demonstrated skill and experience 
in the restructuring field; and 

(6) whether the compensation is reasonable 
based on the customary compensation 
charged by comparably skilled practitioners 
in cases other than cases under this title or 
title 11, United States Code. 

(d) The court shall not allow compensation 
for— 

(1) unnecessary duplication of services; or 
(2) services that were not— 
(A) reasonably likely to benefit the debtor; 

or 
(B) necessary to the administration of the 

case. 
(e) The court shall reduce the amount of 

compensation awarded under this section by 
the amount of any interim compensation 
awarded under section 242, and, if the 
amount of such interim compensation ex-
ceeds the amount of compensation awarded 
under this section, may order the return of 
the excess to the debtor. 

(f) Any compensation awarded for the prep-
aration of a fee application shall be based on 
the level and skill reasonably required to 
prepare the application. 
SEC. 242. INTERIM COMPENSATION. 

A debtor’s attorney, or any professional 
person employed by the debtor, in the debt-
or’s sole discretion, or employed by a com-
mittee under section 1103 of title 11, United 
States Code, may apply to the court not 
more than once every 120 days after an order 
for relief in a case under this title, or more 
often if the court permits, for such com-
pensation for services rendered before the 
date of such an application or reimburse-
ment for expenses incurred before such date 
as is provided under section 241. After notice 
and a hearing, the court may allow to such 
applicant such compensation or reimburse-
ment. 
SEC. 243. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER SECTIONS. 

(a) Sections 101, 102, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 
112, 333, 344, 347(b), 349, 350(b), 351, 361, 362, 
364(c), 364(d), 364(e), 364(f), 365, 366, 501, 502, 
503, 504, 506, 507(a)(2), 509, 510, 524(a)(l), 
524(a)(2), 544, 545, 546, 547, 548, 549(a), 549(c), 
549(d), 550, 551, 552, 553, 555, 556, 557, 559, 560, 
561, 562, 922, 923, 924, 925, 926, 927, 928, 929, 930, 
942, 944, 945, 946, 1102, 1103, 1109, 1111(b), 1113, 
1122, 1123(a)(l), 1123(a)(2), 1123(a)(3), 1123(a)(4), 
1123(a)(5), 1123(b), 1123(d), 1124, 1125, 1126(a), 
1126(b), 1126(c), 1126(e), 1126(f), 1126(g), 1127(d), 
1128, 1129(a)(2), 1129(a)(3), 1129(a)(6), 1129(a)(8), 
1129(a)(10), 1129(b)(l), 1129(b)(2)(A), 
1129(b)(2)(B), 1142(b), 1143, 1144, and 1145 of 
title 11, United States Code, apply in a case 
under this title. 

(b) A term used in a section of title 11, 
United States Code, made applicable in a 
case under this title by subsection (a) has 
the meaning defined for such term for the 
purpose of such applicable section, unless 
such term is otherwise defined in section 201. 

(c) A section made applicable in a case 
under this title by subsection (a) that is op-
erative if the business of the debtor is au-
thorized to be operated is operative in a case 
under this title. 

(d) Solely for purposes of this title, a ref-
erence to ‘‘this title’’, ‘‘this chapter’’, or 
words of similar import in a section of title 
11, United States Code, made applicable in a 
case under this title by subsection (a) or to 
‘‘this title’’, ‘‘title 11’’, or words of similar 
import in a section of title 28, United States 
Code, made applicable in a case under this 
title by section 222 or 225 or in the Federal 
Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure made appli-
cable in a case under this title by section 226 
shall be deemed to be a reference to this 
title. 

TITLE III—PUERTO RICO CHAPTER 9 
UNIFORMITY 

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Puerto Rico 

Chapter 9 Uniformity Act of 2015’’. 

SEC. 302. AMENDMENT. 
Section 101(52) of title 11, United States 

Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(52) The term ‘State’ includes Puerto Rico 

and, except for the purpose of defining who 
may be a debtor under chapter 9 of this title, 
includes the District of Columbia.’’. 
SEC. 303. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION OF 

AMENDMENT. 
(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in 

subsection (b), this Act and the amendment 
made by this Act shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENT.—The 
amendment made by this title shall apply 
with respect to— 

(1) cases commenced under title 11 of the 
United States Code on or after the date of 
the enactment of this Act; and 

(2) debts, claims, and liens created before, 
on, or after such date. 
SEC. 304. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title or any amend-
ment made by this title, or the application 
of such provision or amendment to any per-
son or circumstance, is held to be unconsti-
tutional, the remainder of this title and the 
amendments made by this title, or the appli-
cation of that provision or amendment to 
other persons or circumstances, shall not be 
affected. 

SA 4883. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Ms. WARREN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

DIVISION A—PUERTO RICO RECOVERY 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This division may be cited as ‘‘Puerto Rico 
Recovery Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this division is as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—TAX PROVISIONS 

Sec. 101. Puerto Rico residents eligible for 
earned income tax credit. 

Sec. 102. Equitable treatment for residents 
of Puerto Rico with respect to 
the refundable portion of the 
child tax credit. 

TITLE II—HEALTH CARE PARITY 

Subtitle A—Medicaid 

Sec. 201. Elimination of general Medicaid 
funding limitations (‘‘cap’’) for 
territories. 

Sec. 202. Elimination of specific Federal 
medical assistance percentage 
(FMAP) limitation for terri-
tories. 

Sec. 203. Application of Medicaid waiver au-
thority to all of the territories. 

Sec. 204. Application of 100 percent Federal 
poverty line (FPL) limitation 
to territories. 

Sec. 205. Permitting Medicaid DSH allot-
ments for territories. 

Subtitle B—Medicare 

Sec. 211. Calculation of Medicare DSH pay-
ments for IPPS hospitals in 
Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 212. Application of part B deemed en-
rollment process to residents of 
Puerto Rico; special enrollment 
period and limit on late enroll-
ment penalties. 
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Sec. 213. Puerto Rico practice expense GPCI 

improvement. 
Sec. 214. Adjustment in benchmark for low 

base payment counties in Puer-
to Rico. 

Sec. 215. Eliminating exclusion of part D eli-
gible individuals residing in 
territories from eligibility for 
premium and cost-sharing sub-
sidies. 

Sec. 216. Report on treatment of territories 
under Medicare part D. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous 
Sec. 221. Report on exclusion of territories 

from Exchanges. 
TITLE I—TAX PROVISIONS 

SEC. 101. PUERTO RICO RESIDENTS ELIGIBLE 
FOR EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 32 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(n) RESIDENTS OF PUERTO RICO.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of residents 

of Puerto Rico— 
‘‘(A) the United States shall be treated as 

including Puerto Rico for purposes of sub-
sections (c)(1)(A)(ii)(I) and (c)(3)(C), 

‘‘(B) subsection (c)(1)(D) shall not apply to 
nonresident alien individuals who are resi-
dents of Puerto Rico, and 

‘‘(C) adjusted gross income and gross in-
come shall be computed without regard to 
section 933 for purposes of subsections 
(a)(2)(B) and (c)(2)(A)(i). 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—The credit allowed under 
this section by reason of this subsection for 
any taxable year shall not exceed the 
amount, determined under regulations or 
other guidance promulgated by the Sec-
retary, that a similarly situated taxpayer 
would receive if residing in a State.’’. 

(b) CHILD TAX CREDIT NOT REDUCED.—Sub-
clause (II) of section 24(d)(1)(B)(ii) of such 
Code is amended by inserting before the pe-
riod ‘‘(determined without regard to section 
32(n) in the case of residents of Puerto 
Rico)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made shall apply to taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 102. EQUITABLE TREATMENT FOR RESI-

DENTS OF PUERTO RICO WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE REFUNDABLE POR-
TION OF THE CHILD TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24(d)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
inserting ‘‘or section 933’’ after ‘‘section 
112’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 

TITLE II—HEALTH CARE PARITY 
Subtitle A—Medicaid 

SEC. 201. ELIMINATION OF GENERAL MEDICAID 
FUNDING LIMITATIONS (‘‘CAP’’) FOR 
TERRITORIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1108 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1308) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f), in the matter before 
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection (g)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘subsections (g) and (h)’’; 

(2) in subsection (g)(2), in the matter before 
subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and sub-
section (h)’’ after ‘‘paragraphs (3) and (5)’’; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(h) SUNSET OF MEDICAID FUNDING LIMITA-
TIONS FOR PUERTO RICO, THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
OF THE UNITED STATES, GUAM, THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS, AND AMERICAN SAMOA.— 
Subsections (f) and (g) shall not apply to 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United 
States, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 
and American Samoa beginning with fiscal 
year 2017.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 1902(j) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(j)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘, the limitation in section 1108(f),’’. 

(2) Section 1903(u) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(u)) is amended by strik-
ing paragraph (4). 

(3) Section 1323(c)(1) of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 
18043(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘2019’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2016’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply beginning 
with fiscal year 2017. 
SEC. 202. ELIMINATION OF SPECIFIC FEDERAL 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGE 
(FMAP) LIMITATION FOR TERRI-
TORIES. 

Section 1905 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396d) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2), by inserting ‘‘for 
fiscal years before fiscal year 2017’’ after 
‘‘American Samoa’’; and 

(2) in subsection (y)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘, for fiscal years before 
fiscal year 2017,’’ before ‘‘is one of the’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘and, for fiscal year 2017 
and subsequent fiscal years, is one of the 50 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United States, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, or 
American Samoa,’’ after ‘‘the District of Co-
lumbia’’. 
SEC. 203. APPLICATION OF MEDICAID WAIVER 

AUTHORITY TO ALL OF THE TERRI-
TORIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902(j) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(j)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘American Samoa and the 
Northern Mariana Islands’’ and inserting 
‘‘Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and American Samoa’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘American Samoa or the 
Northern Mariana Islands’’ and inserting 
‘‘Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, or American Samoa’’; 

(3) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ after ‘‘(j)’’; 
(4) by inserting ‘‘except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection,’’ after ‘‘Notwith-
standing any other requirement of this 
title’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) The Secretary may not waive under 

this subsection the requirement of sub-
section (a)(10)(A)(i)(IX) (relating to coverage 
of adults formerly under foster care) with re-
spect to any territory.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply beginning 
October 1, 2016. 
SEC. 204. APPLICATION OF 100 PERCENT FED-

ERAL POVERTY LINE (FPL) LIMITA-
TION TO TERRITORIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII), by in-
serting ‘‘(or, subject to subsection (j), 100 
percent in the case of Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands of the United States, Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and American 
Samoa)’’ after ‘‘133 percent’’; and 

(2) in subsection (j), as amended by section 
203, by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), Fed-
eral financial participation shall not be 
available to Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands 
of the United States, Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, or American Samoa for 
medical assistance for an individual whose 
family income exceeds 100 percent of the offi-
cial poverty line for a family of the size in-
volved, except in the case of individuals 
qualifying for medical assistance under sub-
section (a)(10)(A)(i)(IX). 

‘‘(B) The Secretary may, under paragraph 
(1) or section 1115, waive the limitation 
under subparagraph (A) in the case of a terri-
tory other than Puerto Rico. In carrying out 
this subparagraph, the Secretary shall take 
into account the eligibility levels estab-
lished under the State plan of the territory 
involved before the date of the enactment of 
this paragraph.’’. 

(b) NOT APPLYING 5 PERCENT DISREGARD.— 
Section 1902(e)(14)(I) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(e)(14)(I)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘The previous sentence shall only apply to a 
State that is one of the 50 States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to eligibility determinations made with re-
spect to items and services furnished on or 
after October 1, 2016. 
SEC. 205. PERMITTING MEDICAID DSH ALLOT-

MENTS FOR TERRITORIES. 

Section 1923(f) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6), by adding at the end 
the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) TERRITORIES.— 
‘‘(i) FISCAL YEAR 2017.—For fiscal year 2017, 

with respect to the territories of Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United States, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
American Samoa, the DSH allotment deter-
mined for each such territory shall bear the 
same ratio to $150,000,000 as the ratio of the 
number of individuals who are low-income or 
uninsured and residing in each such respec-
tive territory (as estimated from time to 
time by the Secretary) bears to the sums of 
the number of such individuals residing in 
all of the territories. 

‘‘(ii) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEAR.—For each 
subsequent fiscal year, the DSH allotment 
for each such territory is subject to an in-
crease or reduction in accordance with para-
graphs (3) and (7).’’; 

(2) in paragraph (7)(A), by striking clause 
(iv) and redesignating clause (v) as clause 
(iv); and 

(3) in paragraph (9), by inserting before the 
period at the end the following: ‘‘, and in-
cludes, beginning with fiscal year 2017, Puer-
to Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United 
States, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 
and American Samoa’’. 

Subtitle B—Medicare 
SEC. 211. CALCULATION OF MEDICARE DSH PAY-

MENTS FOR IPPS HOSPITALS IN 
PUERTO RICO. 

Section 1886(d)(9)(D)(iii) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(9)(D)(iii)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(iii) Subparagraph (F) (relating to dis-
proportionate share payments), including ap-
plication of subsection (r), except that for 
this purpose— 

‘‘(I) the sum described in clause (ii) of this 
subparagraph shall be substituted for the 
sum referred to in paragraph (5)(F)(ii)(I); and 

‘‘(II) for discharges occurring on or after 
October 1, 2015, subclause (I) of paragraph 
(5)(F)(vi) shall be applied by substituting for 
the numerator described in such subclause 
the number of subsection (d) Puerto Rico 
hospital’s patient days for the cost reporting 
period involved which were made up of pa-
tients who (for such days) were entitled to 
benefits under part A of this title and were— 

‘‘(aa) entitled to supplementary security 
income benefits (excluding any State sup-
plementation) under title XVI of this Act; 

‘‘(bb) eligible for medical assistance under 
a State plan under title XIX; or 

‘‘(cc) receiving aid or assistance under any 
plan of the State approved under title I, X, 
XIV, or XVI.’’. 
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SEC. 212. APPLICATION OF PART B DEEMED EN-

ROLLMENT PROCESS TO RESIDENTS 
OF PUERTO RICO; SPECIAL ENROLL-
MENT PERIOD AND LIMIT ON LATE 
ENROLLMENT PENALTIES. 

(a) APPLICATION OF PART B DEEMED EN-
ROLLMENT PROCESS TO RESIDENTS OF PUERTO 
RICO.—Section 1837(f)(3) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395p(f)(3)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘, exclusive of Puerto Rico’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to indi-
viduals whose initial enrollment period 
under section 1837(d) of the Social Security 
Act begins on or after the first day of the ef-
fective month, specified by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services under section 
1839(j)(1)(C) of such Act, as added by sub-
section (c)(2). 

(c) TRANSITION PROVIDING SPECIAL ENROLL-
MENT PERIOD AND LIMIT ON LATE ENROLL-
MENT PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARIES.—Section 1839 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395r) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence of subsection (b), 
by inserting ‘‘subject to section 1839(j)(2),’’ 
after ‘‘subsection (i)(4) or (l) of section 
1837,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(j) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN RESIDENTS 
OF PUERTO RICO.— 

‘‘(1) SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD, COV-
ERAGE PERIOD FOR RESIDENTS WHO ARE ELIGI-
BLE BUT NOT ENROLLED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a transi-
tion individual (as defined in paragraph (3)) 
who is not enrolled under this part as of the 
day before the first day of the effective 
month (as defined in subparagraph (C)), the 
Secretary shall provide for a special enroll-
ment period under section 1837 of 7 months 
beginning with such effective month during 
which the individual may be enrolled under 
this part. 

‘‘(B) COVERAGE PERIOD.—In the case of such 
an individual who enrolls during such special 
enrollment period, the coverage period under 
section 1838 shall begin on the first day of 
the second month after the month in which 
the individual enrolls. 

‘‘(C) EFFECTIVE MONTH DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘effective month’ means a 
month, not earlier than October 2016 and not 
later than January 2017, specified by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(2) REDUCTION IN LATE ENROLLMENT PEN-
ALTIES FOR CURRENT ENROLLEES AND INDIVID-
UALS ENROLLING DURING TRANSITION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a transi-
tion individual who is enrolled under this 
part as of the day before the first day of the 
effective month or who enrolls under this 
part on or after the date of the enactment of 
this subsection but before the end of the spe-
cial enrollment period under paragraph 
(1)(A), the amount of the late enrollment 
penalty imposed under section 1839(b) shall 
be recalculated by reducing the penalty to 15 
percent of the penalty otherwise established. 

‘‘(B) APPLICATION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
be applied in the case of a transition indi-
vidual who— 

‘‘(i) is enrolled under this part as of the 
month before the effective month, for pre-
miums for months beginning with such effec-
tive month; or 

‘‘(ii) enrolls under this part on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act and before 
the end of the special enrollment period 
under paragraph (1)(A), for premiums for 
months during the coverage period under 
this part which occur during or after the ef-
fective month. 

‘‘(C) LOSS OF REDUCTION IF INDIVIDUAL TER-
MINATES ENROLLMENT.—Subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to a transition individual if 
the individual terminates enrollment under 

this part after the end of the special enroll-
ment period under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) TRANSITION INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘transition individual’ 
means an individual who resides in Puerto 
Rico and who would have been deemed en-
rolled under this part pursuant to section 
1837(f) before the first day of the effective 
month but for the fact that the individual 
was a resident of Puerto Rico, regardless of 
whether the individual is enrolled under this 
part as of such first day.’’. 
SEC. 213. PUERTO RICO PRACTICE EXPENSE GPCI 

IMPROVEMENT. 
Section 1848(e)(1) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(e)(1)) is amended— 
(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 

(I)’’ and inserting ‘‘(I), and (J)’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(J) FLOOR FOR PRACTICE EXPENSE INDEX 

FOR SERVICES FURNISHED IN PUERTO RICO.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of payment 

for services furnished in Puerto Rico in a 
year (beginning with 2016), after calculating 
the practice expense index in subparagraph 
(A)(i) for Puerto Rico, if such index is below 
the reference index (as defined in clause (ii)) 
for the year, the Secretary shall increase 
such index for Puerto Rico to equal the value 
of the reference index for the year. The pre-
ceding sentence shall not be applied in a 
budget neutral manner. 

‘‘(ii) REFERENCE INDEX DEFINED.—In this 
subparagraph, the term ‘reference index’ 
means, with respect to a year, 0.800 or, if 
less, the lowest practice expense index value 
for the year for any area in the 50 States or 
the District of Columbia.’’. 
SEC. 214. ADJUSTMENT IN BENCHMARK FOR LOW 

BASE PAYMENT COUNTIES IN PUER-
TO RICO. 

Section 1853(n) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1395w–23(n)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and (5)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, (5), and (6)’’; 

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘In no 
case’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to paragraph 
(6), in no case’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULES FOR BLENDED BENCH-
MARK AMOUNT FOR TERRITORIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph 
(2), the blended benchmark amount for an 
area in a territory for a year (beginning with 
2016) shall not be less than 80 percent of the 
national average of the base payment 
amounts specified in subparagraph (2)(E) for 
such year for areas within the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—In no case shall the 
blended benchmark amount for an area in a 
territory for a year under subparagraph (A) 
exceed the lowest blended benchmark 
amount for any area within the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia for such year.’’. 
SEC. 215. ELIMINATING EXCLUSION OF PART D 

ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS RESIDING IN 
TERRITORIES FROM ELIGIBILITY 
FOR PREMIUM AND COST-SHARING 
SUBSIDIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1860D–14(a)(3) of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w– 
114(a)(3)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘subject to sub-
paragraph (F),’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)(v), in the matter 
preceding subclause (I), by striking ‘‘Subject 
to subparagraph (F), the Secretary’’ and in-
serting ‘‘The Secretary’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (C), by adding at the 
end the following new sentence: ‘‘In the case 
of an individual who is not a resident of the 
50 States or the District of Columbia, the 
poverty line (as such term is defined in 
clause (ii)) that shall apply to such indi-

vidual shall be the poverty line for the 48 
contiguous States and the District of Colum-
bia.’’; and 

(4) by striking subparagraph (F). 
(b) APPLICATION OF MEDICAID PROVISIONS.— 

Section 1935 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396u–5) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘subject 
to subsection (e)’’ in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1); and 

(2) by striking subsection (e). 
(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 

1108(f) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1308(f)) is amended by striking ‘‘and section 
1935(e)(1)(B)’’ in the matter preceding clause 
(i). 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2017. 
SEC. 216. REPORT ON TREATMENT OF TERRI-

TORIES UNDER MEDICARE PART D. 
Paragraph (4) of section 1935(e) of the So-

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396u–5(e)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) REPORT ON APPLICATION OF SUB-
SECTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than May 1, 
2018, the Secretary shall submit to Congress 
a report on the application of this subsection 
during the period beginning with fiscal year 
2006 and ending with December 31, 2017. 

‘‘(B) INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN RE-
PORT.—Such report shall include— 

‘‘(i) program guidance issued by the Sec-
retary to implement this subsection; 

‘‘(ii) for each of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States, Guam, the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa, 
information on the increased amount under 
paragraph (3) and how the territory has ap-
plied such amount, including the territory’s 
program design, expenditures, and number of 
individuals (and dual-eligible individuals) as-
sisted; and 

‘‘(iii) a description of the differences be-
tween how such territories are treated under 
part D of title XVIII and under this title 
compared with the treatment of the 50 
States and the District of Columbia under 
such part and this title for different fiscal 
years within the period covered under the re-
port. 

‘‘(C) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Such report shall 
include recommendations for improving pre-
scription drug coverage for low-income indi-
viduals in each territory identified in sub-
paragraph (B)(ii), including recommenda-
tions regarding each of the following alter-
native approaches: 

‘‘(i) Adjusting the aggregate amount speci-
fied in paragraph (3)(B). 

‘‘(ii) Allowing residents of the territories 
to be subsidy eligible individuals under sec-
tion 1860D–14, notwithstanding subsection 
(a)(3)(F) of such section, or providing sub-
stantially equivalent low-income prescrip-
tion drug subsidies to such residents.’’. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous 
SEC. 221. REPORT ON EXCLUSION OF TERRI-

TORIES FROM EXCHANGES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February 

1, 2018, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall submit to Congress a report 
that details the adverse impacts in each ter-
ritory from the practical exclusion of the 
territories from the provisions of part II of 
subtitle D of title I of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act insofar as such pro-
visions provide for the establishment of an 
American Health Benefit Exchange or the 
administration of a federally facilitated Ex-
change in each State and in the District of 
Columbia for the purpose of making health 
insurance more affordable and accessible for 
individuals and small businesses. 

(b) INFORMATION IN REPORT.—The report 
shall include information on the following: 
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(1) An estimate of the total number of un-

insured and underinsured individuals resid-
ing in each territory with respect to health 
insurance coverage. 

(2) A description of the number of health 
insurance issuers in each territory and the 
health insurance plans these issuers offer. 

(3) An estimate of the number of individ-
uals residing in each territory who are de-
nied premium and cost-sharing assistance 
that would otherwise be available to them 
for obtaining health insurance coverage 
through an Exchange if they resided in one 
of the 50 States or in the District of Colum-
bia. 

(4) An estimate of the amount of Federal 
assistance described in paragraph (3) that is 
not being made available to residents of each 
territory. 

(5) An estimate of the number of small em-
ployers in each territory that would be eligi-
ble to purchase health insurance coverage 
through a Small Business Health Options 
Program (SHOP) Marketplace that would op-
erate as part of an Exchange if the employ-
ers were in one of the 50 States or in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

SA 4884. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Ms. WARREN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Beginning on page 95 strike line 13 and all 
that follows through page 97, line 17, and in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 403. APPLICATION OF REGULATION TO 

PUERTO RICO. 
It is the sense of Congress 

SA 4885. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. Booker) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 73, line 22, insert ‘‘1113,’’ after 
‘‘1111(b),’’. 

SA 4886. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 91, between lines 17 and 18, insert 
the following: 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—The Oversight Board 
may not take any action described in sub-
section (a) unless the Governor submits to 
the Oversight Board a certification that the 
Governor has determined that such action is 
necessary to prosecute the case of the debt-
or. 

SA 4887. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 87, between lines 17 and 18, insert 
the following: 

(c) A district court judge designated to 
conduct a case under subsection (a) may cer-

tify to a bankruptcy court any question of 
law related to the case. 

SA 4888. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end of section 308, add the fol-
lowing: 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the race, sex, national origin, or reli-
gion of a district court judge designated to 
conduct a case under this section may not 
serve as the sole basis for requiring the 
recusal of that district court judge. 

SA 4889. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 88, strike line 20 and all 
that follows through page 89, line 2, and in-
sert the following: 
time set by the court. 

(c) VOTE.—An affirmative vote of 5 of the 
members of the Oversight Board shall be re-
quired to file a plan of adjustment under this 
section. 
SEC. 313. MODIFICATION OF PLAN. 

The Oversight Board, after the issuance of 
a certification pursuant to section 104(j) of 
this Act, may, upon an affirmative vote of 5 
of the members of the Oversight Board, mod-
ify the plan at any time before confirmation, 
but may not modify the plan so that the plan 
as modified fails to meet the requirements of 
this title. After the Oversight Board files a 
modification, the plan as modified becomes 
the plan. 

SA 4890. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

In section 206, strike subsection (b) and in-
sert the following: 

(b) ISSUANCE OF RESTRUCTURING CERTIFI-
CATION.—The Oversight Board shall issue a 
restructuring certification for an entity only 
after the Oversight Board determines that 
the requirements of subsection (a) have been 
met with respect to the entity, which shall 
satisfy the requirement established under 
section 302(2). 

SA 4891. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 39, strike line 19 and all 
that follows through page 40, line 9, and in-
sert the following: 

the Oversight Board deems necessary; and 
(M) ensure that assets, funds, or resources 

of a territorial instrumentality are not 
loaned to, transferred to, or otherwise used 
for the benefit of a covered territory or an-
other covered territorial instrumentality of 
a covered territory, unless permitted by the 
constitution of the territory, an approved 
plan of adjustment under title III, or a Quali-
fying Modification approved under title VI. 

SA 4892. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 38, strike lines 21 and 22 and insert 
the following: 

(B) ensure the funding of essential public 
services at a level that increases the safety, 
health, and standard of living of the covered 
territory; 

SA 4893. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 40, strike line 9 and insert the fol-
lowing: 

Act; and 
(O) reduce factors that lead to economic 

migration out of the covered territory. 

SA 4894. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 38, lines 23 and 24, strike ‘‘for pub-
lic pension systems’’ and insert ‘‘to elimi-
nate funding deficits for current and future 
public pension obligations’’. 

SA 4895. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 38, strike lines 23 and 24 and insert 
the following: 

(C) provide funding for public pension sys-
tems at a level necessary to prevent an in-
crease in poverty among current and future 
senior citizen retirees in the covered terri-
tory; 

SA 4896. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 71, strike line 19 and all 
that follows page 72, line 21. 

SA 4897. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

In section 101, strike subsection (e) and in-
sert the following: 

(e) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) NUMBER; CATEGORIES.— 
(A) NUMBER OF MEMBERS.—The Oversight 

Board shall consist of 9 members appointed 
by the President who meet the qualifications 
described in subsection (f) and section 109(a). 
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(B) CATEGORIES.—The Board shall be com-

prised of— 
(i) 1 Category A member; 
(ii) 1 Category B member; 
(iii) 2 Category C members; 
(iv) 1 Category D member; 
(v) 1 Category E member; 
(vi) 2 Category F members; and 
(vii) 1 Category G member. 
(2) APPOINTED MEMBERS.— 
(A) APPOINTMENT.—The President shall ap-

point the individual members of the Over-
sight Board, of which— 

(i) the Category A member should be se-
lected from a list of individuals submitted by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

(ii) the Category B member should be se-
lected from a separate list of individuals sub-
mitted by the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; 

(iii) the Category C members should be se-
lected from a list submitted by the majority 
leader of the Senate; 

(iv) the Category D member should be se-
lected from a list submitted by the minority 
leader of the House of Representatives; 

(v) the Category E member should be se-
lected from a list submitted by the minority 
leader of the Senate; 

(vi) the Category F members should be se-
lected from a list submitted by the Governor 
and approved by the Legislature; and 

(vii) the Category G member may be se-
lected in the sole discretion of the President. 

(B) SUBMISSION OF LIST.—After the selec-
tion of the Category G Board member by the 
President under subparagraph (A)(vii), for 
purposes of subparagraph (A) and within a 
timely manner— 

(i) the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives shall submit to the President 2 non-
overlapping lists of at least 3 individuals, of 
which 1 list shall include 3 individuals who— 

(I) maintain a primary residence in the ter-
ritory; or 

(II) have a primary place of business in the 
territory; 

(ii) the majority leader of the Senate shall 
submit to the President a list of at least 4 in-
dividuals; 

(iii) the minority leader of the House of 
Representatives shall submit to the Presi-
dent a list of at least 3 individuals; 

(iv) the minority leader of the Senate shall 
submit to the President a list of at least 3 in-
dividuals; and 

(v) the Governor shall submit to the Presi-
dent a list of at least 4 individuals. 

(C) ADDITIONAL NAMES.—If the President 
does not select any of the individuals from a 
list submitted under subparagraph (B), the 
official that submitted the list may supple-
ment the lists submitted under that subpara-
graph with the names of additional individ-
uals. 

(D) REQUIREMENT FOR CATEGORY A MEM-
BER.—The Category A member shall— 

(i) maintain a primary residence in the ter-
ritory; or 

(ii) have a primary place of business in the 
territory. 

(E) SENATE CONFIRMATION.—With respect to 
the appointment of an Oversight Board mem-
ber in Category A, B, C, D, E, or F— 

(i) the appointment shall be by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate; or 

(ii) if the President appoints an individual 
from a list of individuals in accordance with 
this subsection, no Senate confirmation 
shall be required. 

(F) VACANCY.—In the event of a vacancy of 
a Category A, B, C, D, E, or F Oversight 
Board member, the official responsible for 
submitting a list of individuals for that cat-
egory under subparagraph (B) shall submit a 
list in accordance with this subsection with-
in a timely manner of the date on which res-

ignation or removal of the Oversight Board 
member becomes effective. 

(G) DEADLINE FOR PUERTO RICO.—With re-
spect to an Oversight Board for Puerto Rico, 
if any of the 9 members have not been ap-
pointed by September 30, 2016, the President 
shall appoint an individual from the list for 
the vacant category by December 1, 2016, if 
the list includes at least 2 individuals per va-
cancy who— 

(i) meet the requirements under subsection 
(f) and section 109; and 

(ii) are willing to serve. 

SA 4898. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

In section 101, strike subsection (f) and in-
sert the following: 

(f) ELIGIBILITY FOR APPOINTMENTS.—An in-
dividual is eligible for appointment as a 
member of the Oversight Board only if the 
individual— 

(1) maintains a primary residence in the 
territory; 

(2) has knowledge and expertise in finance, 
municipal bond markets, management, law, 
or the organization or operation of business 
or government; and 

(3) prior to appointment, is not an officer, 
elected official, or employee of the terri-
torial government, a candidate for elected 
office of the territorial government, or a 
former elected official of the territorial gov-
ernment. 

SA 4899. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 18, strike lines 15 
through 20 and insert the following: 
nization or operation of business or govern-
ment; 

(2) prior to appointment, an individual is 
not an officer, elected official, or employee 
of the territorial government, a candidate 
for elected office of the territorial govern-
ment, or a former elected official of the ter-
ritorial government; and 

(3) maintains a primary residence in the 
applicable covered territory if the Oversight 
Board contains more than 3 members who do 
not maintain a primary residence in the ap-
plicable covered territory. 

SA 4900. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 27, strike lines 11 through 19. 

SA 4901. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Beginning on page 37, strike line 16 and all 
that follows through page 43, line 12, and in-
sert the following: 

SEC. 201. DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL OF FIS-
CAL PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 
that is 60 days before the date on which the 
Governor of an applicable covered territory 
is required under applicable law to submit to 
the legislature of the applicable covered ter-
ritory a proposed budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year, the Governor, in consultation 
with the Chief Financial Officer, shall de-
velop and submit to the Board and applicable 
territorial government a Fiscal Plan for the 
applicable territorial government in accord-
ance with this section. 

(b) INITIAL FISCAL PLAN.—The Governor of 
an applicable covered territory in consulta-
tion with the Chief Financial Officer shall 
develop an initial Fiscal Plan in accordance 
with subsection (a) within 90 days of the 
Governor of the applicable covered territory 
signing a resolution adopted by the legisla-
ture of the territory to request the establish-
ment of a Fiscal Stability and Reform Board 
under this subtitle, or not later than the 
date that is 60 days before the date on which 
the Governor of the applicable covered terri-
tory is required under applicable law to sub-
mit to the legislature of the applicable cov-
ered territory a proposed budget for the up-
coming fiscal year, whichever comes chrono-
logically first. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A Fiscal Plan shall, to the 

maximum extent practicable, with respect to 
the applicable territorial government— 

(A) provide for estimates of revenues and 
expenditures in accordance with modified ac-
crual accounting standards and based on— 

(i) applicable laws; or 
(ii) specific laws that require enactment in 

order to reasonably achieve the projections 
of the Fiscal Plan; 

(B) ensure the funding of essential public 
services; 

(C) provide full funding to cover all exist-
ing public pension obligations; 

(D) provide for the elimination of budget 
gaps in financing; 

(E) provide for a reduction in the debt bur-
den to a level that is sustainable; 

(F) improve fiscal governance; 
(G) enable the achievement of fiscal tar-

gets; 
(H) create independent forecasts of revenue 

for the period covered by the Fiscal Plan; 
and 

(I) not impede investments to promote sus-
tained economic growth. 

(2) TERM.—A Fiscal Plan shall be in effect 
for a period of not less than 5 years. 

(3) TRANSPARENCY.—A Fiscal Plan shall be 
made publicly available no less than 15 days 
after final approval as specified within sub-
section (d). 

(d) APPROVAL BY BOARD.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Governor of a cov-

ered territory shall not submit to the legis-
lature of the applicable covered territory an 
annual budget for a fiscal year unless the 
Fiscal Plan has been approved for that fiscal 
year in accordance with this subsection. 

(2) APPROVAL.—Not later than the date 
that is 15 days after the date on which the 
Governor submits a Fiscal Plan to the Board 
under subsection (a), the Board shall— 

(A) certify the Fiscal Plan; or 
(B) fail to certify the Fiscal Plan and pro-

vide to the Governor recommendations for 
revisions to the Fiscal Plan. 

(3) REVISED FISCAL PLAN.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

that is 15 days after the date on which the 
Board submits recommendations to the Gov-
ernor under paragraph (2)(B), the Governor 
shall submit to the Board a revised Fiscal 
Plan. 

(B) APPROVAL; DISAPPROVAL.—Not later 
than the date that is 7 days after the date on 
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which the Governor submits to the Board a 
revised Fiscal Plan under subparagraph (A), 
the Board shall— 

(i) certify the revised Fiscal Plan; or 
(ii) disapprove the revised Fiscal Plan. 
(4) DEVELOPMENT BY BOARD.—If the Gov-

ernor of a covered territory fails to submit 
to the Board a revised Fiscal Plan on or be-
fore the date specified in paragraph (3)(A), 
the Board shall develop and submit to the 
Governor a final revised Fiscal Plan not 
later than the date that is 22 days after the 
date on which recommendations are provided 
to the Governor under paragraph (2)(B). 

SA 4902. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 43, strike line 13 and all 
that follows through page 50, line 6, and in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 202. REVIEW OF BUDGETS. 

(a) BUDGET PROPOSED BY GOVERNOR.— 
(1) SUBMISSION TO BOARD.—The Governor of 

the applicable covered territory shall submit 
to the Board for review a proposed budget for 
each fiscal year by not later than the earlier 
of— 

(A) the date that is 120 days before the first 
day of the fiscal year covered by the pro-
posed budget; and 

(B) the date that is 60 days before the date 
by which the Governor is required under ap-
plicable law to submit to the legislature of 
the applicable covered territory a proposed 
budget for the applicable fiscal year. 

(2) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANT BUDGET.— 
Not later than the date that is 15 days after 
the date on which a Board receives a pro-
posed budget under paragraph (1), the Board 
shall— 

(A) determine whether the proposed budget 
is a compliant budget; and 

(B)(i) if the proposed budget is a compliant 
budget— 

(I) approve the compliant budget; and 
(II) submit the compliant budget to the 

legislature of the applicable covered terri-
tory; or 

(ii) if the proposed budget is not a compli-
ant budget, provide to the Governor of the 
applicable covered territory— 

(I) a notice of violation that includes a de-
scription of any corrective action suggested 
by the Board; and 

(II) an opportunity to correct the violation 
by requiring the Governor to submit to the 
Board a revised budget by not later than the 
date that is 15 days after the date on which 
the notice of violation under subclause (I) is 
provided. 

(3) REVISED BUDGETS.—Not later than the 
date that is 7 days after the date on which 
the Board receives a revised budget under 
paragraph (2)(B)(ii)(II), the Board shall— 

(A) determine whether the revised budget 
is a compliant budget; and 

(B)(i) if the revised budget is a compliant 
budget— 

(I) approve the compliant budget; and 
(II) submit the compliant budget to the 

legislature of the applicable covered terri-
tory; or 

(ii) if the revised budget is not a compliant 
budget— 

(I) issue a notice of noncompliance; 
(II) publicly submit recommendations of 

the Board for adjustments that should be 
made to ensure the adopted budget of the 
territorial government for the applicable fis-
cal year is a compliant budget; 

(III) submit the noncompliant budget to 
the legislature of the applicable covered ter-

ritory with recommendations of the Board 
for adjustments that should be made to en-
sure the adopted budget of the territorial 
government for the applicable fiscal year is 
a complaint budget; and 

(IV) issue a directive that the legislature 
shall strive to adopt the Board’s rec-
ommendations in the budget of the terri-
torial government for the applicable fiscal 
year. 

(b) BUDGET APPROVAL BY LEGISLATURE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The legislature of the ap-

plicable covered territory shall submit to the 
Board the budget adopted by the legislature 
not later than— 

(A) the date that is 30 days before the first 
day of each applicable fiscal year; or 

(B) the date previously approved in writing 
by the Board not to exceed 60 days after the 
first day of the applicable fiscal year, if a 
date was approved in writing. 

(2) DETERMINATION BY BOARD.—Not later 
than the date that is 7 days after the date on 
which the Board receives an adopted budget 
submitted under paragraph (1), the Board 
shall— 

(A) determine whether the adopted budget 
is a compliant budget; and 

(B)(i) if the adopted budget is a compliant 
budget, issue a compliance certification for 
the compliant budget; or 

(ii) if the budget is not a compliant budg-
et— 

(I) issue a certificate of noncompliance; 
(II) publicly submit recommendations of 

the Board for adjustments that should be 
made to the budget of the territorial govern-
ment for the upcoming fiscal year to ensure 
the revenues and expenditures are consistent 
with the Fiscal Plan; 

(III) provide to the Governor and legisla-
ture of the applicable covered territory a 
certificate of noncompliance that includes a 
description of any recommendations of the 
Board for adjustments that should be made 
to the budget of the territorial government 
for the upcoming fiscal year to ensure the 
revenues and expenditures are consistent 
with the Fiscal Plan; and 

(IV) issue a directive that the Governor 
and the legislature shall strive to adopt the 
Board’s recommendations in the budget of 
the territorial government for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

SA 4903. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 37, strike 16 and all that 
follows through page 63, line 5. 
SEC. 201. DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL OF FIS-

CAL PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

that is 60 days before the date on which the 
Governor of an applicable covered territory 
is required under applicable law to submit to 
the legislature of the applicable covered ter-
ritory a proposed budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year, the Governor, in consultation 
with the Chief Financial Officer, shall de-
velop and submit to the Board and applicable 
territorial government a Fiscal Plan for the 
applicable territorial government in accord-
ance with this section. 

(b) INITIAL FISCAL PLAN.—The Governor of 
an applicable covered territory in consulta-
tion with the Chief Financial Officer shall 
develop an initial Fiscal Plan in accordance 
with subsection (a) within 90 days of the 
Governor of the applicable covered territory 
signing a resolution adopted by the legisla-
ture of the territory to request the establish-
ment of a Fiscal Stability and Reform Board 

under this subtitle, or not later than the 
date that is 60 days before the date on which 
the Governor of the applicable covered terri-
tory is required under applicable law to sub-
mit to the legislature of the applicable cov-
ered territory a proposed budget for the up-
coming fiscal year, whichever comes chrono-
logically first. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A Fiscal Plan shall, to the 

maximum extent practicable, with respect to 
the applicable territorial government— 

(A) provide for estimates of revenues and 
expenditures in accordance with modified ac-
crual accounting standards and based on— 

(i) applicable laws; or 
(ii) specific laws that require enactment in 

order to reasonably achieve the projections 
of the Fiscal Plan; 

(B) ensure the funding of essential public 
services; 

(C) provide full funding to cover all exist-
ing public pension obligations; 

(D) provide for the elimination of budget 
gaps in financing; 

(E) provide for a reduction in the debt bur-
den to a level that is sustainable; 

(F) improve fiscal governance; 
(G) enable the achievement of fiscal tar-

gets; 
(H) create independent forecasts of revenue 

for the period covered by the Fiscal Plan; 
and 

(I) not impede investments to promote sus-
tained economic growth. 

(2) TERM.—A Fiscal Plan shall be in effect 
for a period of not less than 5 years. 

(3) TRANSPARENCY.—A Fiscal Plan shall be 
made publicly available no less than 15 days 
after final approval as specified within sub-
section (d). 

(d) APPROVAL BY BOARD.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Governor of a cov-

ered territory shall not submit to the legis-
lature of the applicable covered territory an 
annual budget for a fiscal year unless the 
Fiscal Plan has been approved for that fiscal 
year in accordance with this subsection. 

(2) APPROVAL.—Not later than the date 
that is 15 days after the date on which the 
Governor submits a Fiscal Plan to the Board 
under subsection (a), the Board shall— 

(A) certify the Fiscal Plan; or 
(B) fail to certify the Fiscal Plan and pro-

vide to the Governor recommendations for 
revisions to the Fiscal Plan. 

(3) REVISED FISCAL PLAN.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

that is 15 days after the date on which the 
Board submits recommendations to the Gov-
ernor under paragraph (2)(B), the Governor 
shall submit to the Board a revised Fiscal 
Plan. 

(B) APPROVAL; DISAPPROVAL.—Not later 
than the date that is 7 days after the date on 
which the Governor submits to the Board a 
revised Fiscal Plan under subparagraph (A), 
the Board shall— 

(i) certify the revised Fiscal Plan; or 
(ii) disapprove the revised Fiscal Plan. 
(4) DEVELOPMENT BY BOARD.—If the Gov-

ernor of a covered territory fails to submit 
to the Board a revised Fiscal Plan on or be-
fore the date specified in paragraph (3)(A), 
the Board shall develop and submit to the 
Governor a final revised Fiscal Plan not 
later than the date that is 22 days after the 
date on which recommendations are provided 
to the Governor under paragraph (2)(B). 

SEC. 202. REVIEW OF BUDGETS. 

(a) BUDGET PROPOSED BY GOVERNOR.— 
(1) SUBMISSION TO BOARD.—The Governor of 

the applicable covered territory shall submit 
to the Board for review a proposed budget for 
each fiscal year by not later than the earlier 
of— 
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(A) the date that is 120 days before the first 

day of the fiscal year covered by the pro-
posed budget; and 

(B) the date that is 60 days before the date 
by which the Governor is required under ap-
plicable law to submit to the legislature of 
the applicable covered territory a proposed 
budget for the applicable fiscal year. 

(2) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANT BUDGET.— 
Not later than the date that is 15 days after 
the date on which a Board receives a pro-
posed budget under paragraph (1), the Board 
shall— 

(A) determine whether the proposed budget 
is a compliant budget; and 

(B)(i) if the proposed budget is a compliant 
budget— 

(I) approve the compliant budget; and 
(II) submit the compliant budget to the 

legislature of the applicable covered terri-
tory; or 

(ii) if the proposed budget is not a compli-
ant budget, provide to the Governor of the 
applicable covered territory— 

(I) a notice of violation that includes a de-
scription of any corrective action suggested 
by the Board; and 

(II) an opportunity to correct the violation 
by requiring the Governor to submit to the 
Board a revised budget by not later than the 
date that is 15 days after the date on which 
the notice of violation under subclause (I) is 
provided. 

(3) REVISED BUDGETS.—Not later than the 
date that is 7 days after the date on which 
the Board receives a revised budget under 
paragraph (2)(B)(ii)(II), the Board shall— 

(A) determine whether the revised budget 
is a compliant budget; and 

(B)(i) if the revised budget is a compliant 
budget— 

(I) approve the compliant budget; and 
(II) submit the compliant budget to the 

legislature of the applicable covered terri-
tory; or 

(ii) if the revised budget is not a compliant 
budget— 

(I) issue a notice of noncompliance; 
(II) publicly submit recommendations of 

the Board for adjustments that should be 
made to ensure the adopted budget of the 
territorial government for the applicable fis-
cal year is a compliant budget; 

(III) submit the noncompliant budget to 
the legislature of the applicable covered ter-
ritory with recommendations of the Board 
for adjustments that should be made to en-
sure the adopted budget of the territorial 
government for the applicable fiscal year is 
a complaint budget; and 

(IV) issue a directive that the legislature 
shall strive to adopt the Board’s rec-
ommendations in the budget of the terri-
torial government for the applicable fiscal 
year. 

(b) BUDGET APPROVAL BY LEGISLATURE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The legislature of the ap-

plicable covered territory shall submit to the 
Board the budget adopted by the legislature 
not later than— 

(A) the date that is 30 days before the first 
day of each applicable fiscal year; or 

(B) the date previously approved in writing 
by the Board not to exceed 60 days after the 
first day of the applicable fiscal year, if a 
date was approved in writing. 

(2) DETERMINATION BY BOARD.—Not later 
than the date that is 7 days after the date on 
which the Board receives an adopted budget 
submitted under paragraph (1), the Board 
shall— 

(A) determine whether the adopted budget 
is a compliant budget; and 

(B)(i) if the adopted budget is a compliant 
budget, issue a compliance certification for 
the compliant budget; or 

(ii) if the budget is not a compliant budg-
et— 

(I) issue a certificate of noncompliance; 
(II) publicly submit recommendations of 

the Board for adjustments that should be 
made to the budget of the territorial govern-
ment for the upcoming fiscal year to ensure 
the revenues and expenditures are consistent 
with the Fiscal Plan; 

(III) provide to the Governor and legisla-
ture of the applicable covered territory a 
certificate of noncompliance that includes a 
description of any recommendations of the 
Board for adjustments that should be made 
to the budget of the territorial government 
for the upcoming fiscal year to ensure the 
revenues and expenditures are consistent 
with the Fiscal Plan; and 

(IV) issue a directive that the Governor 
and the legislature shall strive to adopt the 
Board’s recommendations in the budget of 
the territorial government for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

On page 66, strike lines 1 through 12. 

SA 4904. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 53, line 3, insert ‘‘, if not fewer 
than 5 of the members of the Oversight 
Board certify that any corrective action 
would not affect funding of essential public 
services or public pension systems’’ after 
‘‘shall’’. 

SA 4905. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 39, beginning with line 15, strike 
through line 17. 

SA 4906. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 68, line 20, insert ‘‘including rec-
ommendations on changes to the treatment 
of Puerto Ricans under the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 and Federal health policies,’’ 
after ‘‘laws,’’. 

SA 4907. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

On page 136, strike lines 5 through 18. 

SA 4908. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end of title IV, add the following: 
SEC. 414. REPRESENTATION IN THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, during any period in which there is an 
Oversight Board in effect for Puerto Rico 

under this Act, the Resident Commissioner 
of Puerto Rico shall have a vote in the House 
of Representatives. 

SA 4909. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 86, strike line 19 and all 
that follows through page 87, line 6. 

SA 4910. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

Strike section 209 and insert the following: 
SEC. 209. TERMINATION OF BOARD. 

A Board shall terminate on certification 
by the Board that— 

(1) the Board has been in operation for not 
less than 3 years and the applicable terri-
torial government has adequate access, on 
an unsecured basis, to short-term and long- 
term credit markets at reasonable interest 
rates to meet the borrowing needs of the ter-
ritorial government using a compliant budg-
et; or 

(2) for not less than 3 consecutive fiscal 
years prior to the certification, the expendi-
tures made by the applicable territorial gov-
ernment for each fiscal year did not exceed 
the revenues of the territorial government 
during that fiscal year, using a compliant 
budget. 

SA 4911. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

In section 101(b), strike paragraph (1) and 
insert the following: 

(1) PUERTO RICO.—Subject to the legisla-
ture of Puerto Rico adopting a resolution ap-
proving the establishment of a Financial 
Oversight and Management Board for Puerto 
Rico, a Financial Oversight and Management 
Board is established for Puerto Rico. 

In section 101, strike subsection (e) and in-
sert the following: 

(e) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) NUMBER; CATEGORIES.— 
(A) NUMBER OF MEMBERS.—The Oversight 

Board shall consist of 9 members appointed 
by the President who meet the qualifications 
described in subsection (f) and section 109(a). 

(B) CATEGORIES.—The Board shall be com-
prised of— 

(i) 1 Category A member; 
(ii) 1 Category B member; 
(iii) 2 Category C members; 
(iv) 1 Category D member; 
(v) 1 Category E member; 
(vi) 2 Category F members; and 
(vii) 1 Category G member. 
(2) APPOINTED MEMBERS.— 
(A) APPOINTMENT.—The President shall ap-

point the individual members of the Over-
sight Board, of which— 

(i) the Category A member should be se-
lected from a list of individuals submitted by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

(ii) the Category B member should be se-
lected from a separate list of individuals sub-
mitted by the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; 
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(iii) the Category C members should be se-

lected from a list submitted by the majority 
leader of the Senate; 

(iv) the Category D member should be se-
lected from a list submitted by the minority 
leader of the House of Representatives; 

(v) the Category E member should be se-
lected from a list submitted by the minority 
leader of the Senate; 

(vi) the Category F members should be se-
lected from a list submitted by the Governor 
and approved by the Legislature; and 

(vii) the Category G member may be se-
lected in the sole discretion of the President. 

(B) SUBMISSION OF LIST.—After the selec-
tion of the Category G Board member by the 
President under subparagraph (A)(vii), for 
purposes of subparagraph (A) and within a 
timely manner— 

(i) the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives shall submit to the President 2 non-
overlapping lists of at least 3 individuals, of 
which 1 list shall include 3 individuals who— 

(I) maintain a primary residence in the ter-
ritory; or 

(II) have a primary place of business in the 
territory; 

(ii) the majority leader of the Senate shall 
submit to the President a list of at least 4 in-
dividuals; 

(iii) the minority leader of the House of 
Representatives shall submit to the Presi-
dent a list of at least 3 individuals; 

(iv) the minority leader of the Senate shall 
submit to the President a list of at least 3 in-
dividuals; and 

(v) the Governor shall submit to the Presi-
dent a list of at least 4 individuals. 

(C) ADDITIONAL NAMES.—If the President 
does not select any of the individuals from a 
list submitted under subparagraph (B), the 
official that submitted the list may supple-
ment the lists submitted under that subpara-
graph with the names of additional individ-
uals. 

(D) REQUIREMENT FOR CATEGORY A MEM-
BER.—The Category A member shall— 

(i) maintain a primary residence in the ter-
ritory; or 

(ii) have a primary place of business in the 
territory. 

(E) SENATE CONFIRMATION.—With respect to 
the appointment of an Oversight Board mem-
ber in Category A, B, C, D, E, or F— 

(i) the appointment shall be by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate; or 

(ii) if the President appoints an individual 
from a list of individuals in accordance with 
this subsection, no Senate confirmation 
shall be required. 

(F) VACANCY.—In the event of a vacancy of 
a Category A, B, C, D, E, or F Oversight 
Board member, the official responsible for 
submitting a list of individuals for that cat-
egory under subparagraph (B) shall submit a 
list in accordance with this subsection with-
in a timely manner of the date on which res-
ignation or removal of the Oversight Board 
member becomes effective. 

(G) DEADLINE FOR PUERTO RICO.—With re-
spect to an Oversight Board for Puerto Rico, 
if any of the 9 members have not been ap-
pointed by September 30, 2016, the President 
shall appoint an individual from the list for 
the vacant category by December 1, 2016, if 
the list includes at least 2 individuals per va-
cancy who— 

(i) meet the requirements under subsection 
(f) and section 109; and 

(ii) are willing to serve. 
In section 201(b)(1)(C), strike ‘‘adequate’’ 

and insert ‘‘full’’. 
In section 206, strike subsection (b) and in-

sert the following: 
(b) ISSUANCE OF RESTRUCTURING CERTIFI-

CATION.—The Oversight Board shall issue a 
restructuring certification for an entity only 
after the Oversight Board determines that 

the requirements of subsection (a) have been 
met with respect to the entity, which shall 
satisfy the requirement established under 
section 302(2). 

Strike sections 403 and 404. 

SA 4912. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2328, to 
reauthorize and amend the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 38, strike line 24 and insert the fol-
lowing: 
pension systems, and in so doing, treat par-
ticipant contributions to any trust adminis-
tered by the territory or any instrumen-
tality thereof as the property of the contrib-
utor and ensure that funding is pledged for 
each fiscal year sufficient to satisfy the law-
ful claims of participants to their contribu-
tions; 

SA 4913. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2328, to 
reauthorize and amend the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 38, line 23, strike ‘‘adequate’’ and 
insert ‘‘full’’. 

SA 4914. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2328, to 
reauthorize and amend the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 38, strike line 24 and insert the fol-
lowing: 
pension systems to ensure payment of retire-
ment benefits accrued as of the effective 
date of this Act (to the extent such benefits 
do not exceed the maximum guarantee which 
would apply with respect to the participant 
under section 4022 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1322) if title IV of such Act applied to the 
participant’s plan), treat participant con-
tributions to any trust administered by the 
territory or any instrumentality thereof as 
the property of the contributor, and ensure 
that funding is pledged for each fiscal year 
sufficient to satisfy the lawful claims of par-
ticipants to their contributions; 

SA 4915. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2328, to 
reauthorize and amend the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 403 and insert the following: 
SEC. 403. FIRST MINIMUM WAGE IN PUERTO 

RICO. 
Section 6(g) of the Fair Labor Standards 

Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 206(g)) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-

graph (5); and 
(2) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(2) In lieu of the rate prescribed by sub-

section (a)(1), the Governor of Puerto Rico, 
subject to the approval of the Financial 
Oversight and Management Board estab-
lished pursuant to section 101 of the Puerto 
Rico Oversight, Management, and Economic 
Stability Act, may designate a time period 
not to exceed four years during which em-

ployers in Puerto Rico may pay employees 
who are initially employed after the date of 
enactment of such Act a wage which is not 
less than the wage described in paragraph 
(1). Notwithstanding the time period des-
ignated, such wage shall not continue in ef-
fect after such Board terminates in accord-
ance with section 209 of such Act. 

‘‘(3) No employer may take any action to 
displace employees (including partial dis-
placements such as reduction in hours, 
wages, or employment benefits) for purposes 
of hiring individuals at the wage authorized 
in paragraph (1) or (2). 

‘‘(4) Any employer who violates this sub-
section shall be considered to have violated 
section 15(a)(3) (29 U.S.C. 215(a)(3)).’’. 

SA 4916. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Puerto Rico Humanitarian Relief and 
Reconstruction Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definition of Commonwealth. 

TITLE I—SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DEBT 
HELD BY THE COMMONWEALTH 

Sec. 101. Findings. 
Sec. 102. Purposes. 
Sec. 103. Sense of Congress. 

TITLE II—PUERTO RICO RECONSTRUC-
TION FINANCE CORPORATION 

Sec. 201. Definitions. 
Sec. 202. Establishment and funding. 
Sec. 203. Board of the Corporation. 
Sec. 204. Duties. 
Sec. 205. Default by the Commonwealth or a 

municipality of the Common-
wealth. 

Sec. 206. Rule of construction. 

TITLE III—PUERTO RICO CHAPTER 9 
UNIFORMITY 

Sec. 301. Amendment. 
Sec. 302. Effective date; application of 

amendment. 
Sec. 303. Severability. 

TITLE IV—ADDRESSING HEALTH CARE 
DISPARITIES IN THE COMMONWEALTH 

Subtitle A—Medicaid 

Sec. 411. Elimination of general Medicaid 
funding limitations (‘‘cap’’) for 
Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 412. Elimination of specific Federal 
medical assistance percentage 
(FMAP) limitation for Puerto 
Rico. 

Sec. 413. Application of 100 percent Federal 
poverty line (FPL) limitation 
to Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 414. Extension of application of Medi-
care payment floor to primary 
care services furnished in Puer-
to Rico under Medicaid and ap-
plication to additional pro-
viders. 

Subtitle B—Medicare Provisions 

Sec. 421. Application of part B deemed en-
rollment process to residents of 
Puerto Rico; special enrollment 
period and limit on late enroll-
ment penalties. 

Sec. 422. Puerto Rico practice expense GPCI 
improvement. 
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Sec. 423. Permanent extension of incentive 

payments for primary care 
services furnished in Puerto 
Rico. 

Subtitle C—National Environmental Public 
Health Tracking and Studies 

Sec. 431. National Environmental Public 
Health Tracking. 

Sec. 432. Study on environmental, biologi-
cal, and health data from the 
island of Vieques, Puerto Rico. 

TITLE V—INFRASTRUCTURE 
INVESTMENTS 

Subtitle A—Energy Infrastructure 
Incentives 

Sec. 511. Grant program to promote of ac-
cess to renewable energy and 
energy efficiency for Puerto 
Rico. 

Sec. 512. Incentives for energy efficient com-
mercial buildings. 

Sec. 513. Incentives for new energy efficient 
homes. 

Subtitle B—Transportation, Housing, and 
Agriculture Infrastructure Incentives 

Sec. 521. General provisions. 
Sec. 522. Highway program. 
Sec. 523. TIGER discretionary grants. 
Sec. 524. Passenger and freight rail improve-

ments. 
Sec. 525. Airport Improvement Program. 
Sec. 526. Clean and safe water revolving 

funds. 
Sec. 527. Rural Utilities Service programs. 
Sec. 528. Rural Energy for America Pro-

gram. 
Sec. 529. Construction of ferry boats and 

ferry terminal facilities. 
Sec. 530. Corps of Engineers funds. 
Sec. 531. Predisaster hazard mitigation and 

resiliency. 
Sec. 532. Broadband programs. 
Sec. 533. Housing and community develop-

ment. 
TITLE VI—EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT 

AND TAX EQUALIZATION MEASURES 
Sec. 611. Puerto Rico residents eligible for 

earned income tax credit. 
Sec. 612. Equitable treatment for residents 

of Puerto Rico with respect to 
the refundable portion of the 
child tax credit. 

TITLE VII—PUERTO RICO 
DETERMINATION ON STATUS 

Sec. 701. Vote regarding status. 
Sec. 702. Certification and transmittal of re-

sults. 
Sec. 703. Transition process. 
Sec. 704. Rules for elections for Federal of-

fices. 
Sec. 705. Issuance of Presidential proclama-

tion. 
Sec. 706. State of Puerto Rico. 
Sec. 707. Effect on membership of House of 

Representatives. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF COMMONWEALTH. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘Commonwealth’’ 
means the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

TITLE I—SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DEBT 
HELD BY THE COMMONWEALTH 

SEC. 101. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds that— 
(1) in 2015, a Commission for the Com-

prehensive Audit of Puerto Rico’s Public 
Debt was established in Puerto Rico under 
Act 97; and 

(2) the Commission for the Comprehensive 
Audit of Puerto Rico’s Public Debt is cur-
rently conducting an audit of the debt held 
by Puerto Rico. 
SEC. 102. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to ensure that pensions of ordinary in-

vestors are protected; and 

(2) to ensure that Wall Street speculators 
are not able to profit from the misfortune of 
United States citizens, including the 3,500,000 
people in Puerto Rico. 
SEC. 103. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) if the Commission for the Comprehen-

sive Audit of Puerto Rico’s Public Debt finds 
that any of the debt held by Puerto Rico was 
acquired in violation of the Constitution of 
Puerto Rico, the Puerto Rican government 
should immediately set aside this debt and 
suggest to holders of this debt that they seek 
redress from the investment banks that 
helped market and sell these unconstitu-
tional instruments; 

(2) the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System has the authority to provide 
emergency financing to Puerto Rico to fa-
cilitate an orderly restructuring of the debt 
held by Puerto Rico under sections 13(3) and 
14(2)(b) of the Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 
343 and 355); and 

(3) Puerto Rico is experiencing a humani-
tarian crisis, and that the American govern-
ment must meet the basic human needs of 
its citizens ahead of the profits of Wall 
Street. 
TITLE II—PUERTO RICO RECONSTRUC-

TION FINANCE CORPORATION 
SEC. 201. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means the 

Board of the Corporation. 
(2) BOND.—The term ‘‘Bond’’ means a bond, 

loan, line of credit, note, or other borrowing 
title, in physical or dematerialized form, of 
which— 

(A) the issuer, borrower, or guarantor is a 
municipality or the Commonwealth; and 

(B) the date of issuance or incurrence of 
debt precedes the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(3) CORPORATION.—The term ‘‘Corporation’’ 
means the Puerto Rico Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation established under section 
202. 

(4) MUNICIPALITY.—The term ‘‘munici-
pality’’— 

(A) includes any political subdivision, pub-
lic agency, instrumentality or instrumen-
tality of the Commonwealth; and 

(B) should be broadly construed to effec-
tuate the purposes of this title. 
SEC. 202. ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNDING. 

There is established a public bank with the 
authority to draw upon the Exchange Sta-
bilization Fund, to be known as the ‘‘Recon-
struction Finance Corporation of Puerto 
Rico’’. 
SEC. 203. BOARD OF THE CORPORATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 
have a board consisting of 7 members, in-
cluding a chairman, of whom all shall— 

(1) reside in Puerto Rico; 
(2) have expertise in the economy, culture, 

history, and government of Puerto Rico; and 
(3) represent the interests of labor, agri-

culture, small business, and the environ-
ment. 

(b) APPOINTMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall ap-

point the individual members of the Board, 
of whom— 

(A) 4 members should be selected from a 
list submitted by the legislative branch of 
the Puerto Rican government; 

(B) 2 members should be selected from a 
list submitted by the Governor of Puerto 
Rico; and 

(C) 1 member may be selected in the sole 
discretion of the President. 

(2) ADVICE AND CONSENT.—With respect to 
the appointment of a Board member de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) or (B) of para-
graph (1), such an appointment shall be by 

and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, unless the President appoints an indi-
vidual from a list, as provided in this sub-
section, in which case no Senate confirma-
tion is required. 

(c) TERM.—Each member of the Board shall 
serve a term of 4 years and may be re-
appointed after the expiration of a term. 

(d) ETHICS.— 
(1) CONFLICT OF INTEREST.—Notwith-

standing any ethics provision governing em-
ployees of the Commonwealth, all members 
and staff of the Board shall be subject to the 
Federal conflict of interest requirements de-
scribed in section 208 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

(2) FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE.—Notwith-
standing any ethics provision governing em-
ployees of the Commonwealth, all members 
of the Board and staff designated by the 
Board shall be subject to disclosure of their 
financial interests, the contents of which 
shall conform to the same requirements set 
forth in section 102 of the Ethics in Govern-
ment Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 
SEC. 204. DUTIES. 

The Board may— 
(1) hire and pay members of the Board and 

staff; 
(2) organize the affairs in accordance with 

bylaws approved by the Board; 
(3) discount any note or Bond from any 

public entity in the Commonwealth upon ap-
proval of a majority of the Board; 

(4) make any expenditure the Board deter-
mines is necessary to address the humani-
tarian crisis in the Commonwealth and re-
store economic growth; 

(5) authorize expenditures and lending ac-
tivities, including discounting any note or 
offering a financial guarantee, by an affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the members of the 
Board; 

(6) negotiate with the Commonwealth or a 
municipality that has defaulted on a Bond 
over budgets, revenues, and appropriations; 

(7) remove a stay under section 205(d); 
(8) discount Bonds and notes from the 

Commonwealth or a municipality; 
(9) may reduce the par value of any such 

Bond; and 
(10) protect the public pensions in the Com-

monwealth as well as ordinary investors and 
pension funds in the United States. 
SEC. 205. DEFAULT BY THE COMMONWEALTH OR 

A MUNICIPALITY OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH. 

(a) WHO MAY FILE AN APPLICATION WITH 
THE CORPORATION.—An entity may file an ap-
plication with the Corporation under this 
title if and only if such entity— 

(1) is a municipality or the Common-
wealth; 

(2) is specifically authorized, in its capac-
ity as a municipality or the Commonwealth 
or by name, to file an application with the 
Corporation under this title by Common-
wealth law, by the Corporation itself, or by 
a governmental officer or organization em-
powered by Commonwealth law to authorize 
such entity to file an application with the 
Corporation under this title; 

(3) desires to and is authorized by Com-
monwealth law, by the Corporation itself, or 
by a governmental officer or organization 
empowered by Commonwealth law to make 
such authorization to restructure its Bond 
debts; and 

(4)(A) has obtained the agreement of credi-
tors holding at least a majority in amount of 
the claims that such entity intends to im-
pair under a plan in a case under this title; 

(B) has negotiated in good faith with credi-
tors and has failed to obtain the agreement 
of creditors holding at least a majority in 
amount of the claims of each class that such 
entity intends to impair under a plan in a 
case under this title; or 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4671 June 28, 2016 
(C) is unable to negotiate with creditors 

because such negotiation is impracticable, as 
determined by the entity. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The Commonwealth or a 
municipality may file with the Corporation 
an application that the Commonwealth or 
municipality that the Commonwealth or mu-
nicipality— 

(1) meets the requirements described in 
subsection (a); and 

(2) desires to restructure its debt. 
(c) PURCHASE OF BONDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Commonwealth or a 

municipality files an application under sub-
section (b) and the Board, by an affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members of the 
Board, accepts the application— 

(A) the Corporation shall purchase each 
Bond from the holder of the Bond issued by 
the Commonwealth or municipality at the 
price paid for the Bond by the holder of the 
Bond; and 

(B) the par value of each Bond issued by 
the Commonwealth or municipality shall be 
reduced to the last price paid for that Bond. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF CORPORATION.—The Cor-
poration may examine records of sales of 
Bonds to determine whether the price paid 
by the holder of a Bond is not fraudulent. 

(3) MISREPRESENTATION OF BOND PURCHASE 
PRICE.—Any person that violates paragraph 
(1) shall be subject to the penalties under 
section 10 of the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934 (15 U.S.C. 78j) in the same manner and to 
the same extent as if the person had violated 
that section. 

(4) BOND INSURERS.—Any insurer of a Bond 
issued by the Commonwealth or a munici-
pality on which the Commonwealth or mu-
nicipality has defaulted shall not be liable to 
the holder of a Bond for any amount that is 
greater than the purchase price of the Bond 
if the insurer demonstrates to the satisfac-
tion of the Corporation that the solvency of 
the issuer would be affected by the restruc-
turing of the Bond. 

(5) PAYMENTS AS FINAL SETTLEMENT.— 
Amounts paid by the Corporation for bonds 
under this subsection shall be in full and 
final settlement of any and all debts, claims, 
and liens with respect to such bonds. 

(d) AUTOMATIC STAY.— 
(1) Except as otherwise provided in this 

section, the filing and acceptance of an ap-
plication under subsection (b) operates with 
respect to any claim, debt, or cause of action 
related to a Bond as a stay, applicable to all 
entities (as such term is defined in section 
101 of title 11, United States Code), of— 

(A) the commencement or continuation, 
including the issuance or employment of 
process, of a judicial, administrative, or 
other action or proceeding against the Com-
monwealth or a municipality, or to recover a 
claim against the Commonwealth or a mu-
nicipality; 

(B) the enforcement, against the Common-
wealth or a municipality or against property 
of the Commonwealth or a municipality, of a 
judgment; 

(C) any act to obtain possession of prop-
erty of the Commonwealth or a munici-
pality, or of property from the Common-
wealth or a municipality, or to exercise con-
trol over property of the Commonwealth or a 
municipality; 

(D) any act to create, perfect, or enforce 
any lien against property of the Common-
wealth or a municipality; 

(E) any act to create, perfect, or enforce 
against property of the Commonwealth or a 
municipality any lien to the extent that 
such lien secures a claim; 

(F) any act to collect, assess, or recover a 
claim against the Commonwealth or a mu-
nicipality; and 

(G) the setoff of any debt owing to the 
Commonwealth or a municipality against 

any claim against the Commonwealth or a 
municipality. 

(2) On motion of a party in interest and 
after notice and a hearing, the Board may 
grant relief from a stay under paragraph 
(1)— 

(A) for cause, including the lack of ade-
quate protection of a security interest in 
property of such party in interest; or 

(B) with respect to a stay of an act against 
property under paragraph (1), if— 

(i) the applying entity does not have an eq-
uity in such property; and 

(ii) such property is not necessary for the 
Commonwealth or municipality to provide 
essential services. 

(3) Thirty days after a request under para-
graph (4) for relief from the stay of any act 
against property of the Commonwealth or a 
municipality under paragraph (1), such stay 
is terminated with respect to the party in in-
terest making such request, unless the 
Board, after notice and a hearing, orders 
such stay continued in effect pending the 
conclusion of, or as a result of, a final hear-
ing and determination under paragraph (4). A 
hearing under this subsection may be a pre-
liminary hearing, or may be consolidated 
with the final hearing under paragraph (4). 
The Corporation shall order such stay con-
tinued in effect pending the conclusion of the 
final hearing under paragraph (4) if there is 
a reasonable likelihood that the party oppos-
ing relief from such stay will prevail at the 
conclusion of such final hearing. If the hear-
ing under this subsection is a preliminary 
hearing, then such final hearing shall be con-
cluded not later than 30 days after the con-
clusion of such preliminary hearing, unless 
the 30-day period is extended with the con-
sent of the parties in interest or for a spe-
cific time which the Corporation finds is re-
quired by compelling circumstances. 

(4) Upon request of a party in interest, the 
Corporation, with or without a hearing, shall 
grant such relief from the stay provided 
under paragraph (1) as is necessary to pre-
vent irreparable damage to the secured in-
terest of an entity in property, if such inter-
est will suffer such damage before there is an 
opportunity for notice and a hearing under 
paragraph (2) or (3). 

(5) No order, judgment, or decree entered 
in violation of this section shall have any 
force or effect. 

(6) In any hearing under paragraph (2) or 
(3) concerning relief from a stay— 

(A) the party requesting such relief has the 
burden of proof on the issue of the applying 
entity’s equity in property; and 

(B) the party opposing such relief has the 
burden of proof on all other issues. 
SEC. 206. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

No application submitted or accepted 
under this title shall be permitted to dimin-
ish or impair any pension benefit, or the 
funding obligations for such a benefit, nor 
shall it permit the impairment or rejection 
of any agreement between a debtor and any 
labor organization. 

TITLE III—PUERTO RICO CHAPTER 9 
UNIFORMITY 

SEC. 301. AMENDMENT. 
Section 101(52) of title 11, United States 

Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(52) The term ‘State’ includes Puerto Rico 

and, except for the purpose of defining who 
may be a debtor under chapter 9 of this title, 
includes the District of Columbia.’’. 
SEC. 302. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION OF 

AMENDMENT. 
(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in 

subsection (b), this title and the amendment 
made by this title shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the amendment made by this 
title shall apply with respect to— 

(A) cases commenced under title 11 of the 
United States Code on or after the date of 
the enactment of this Act; and 

(B) debts, claims, and liens created before, 
on, or after such date. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—No case commenced by a 
municipality of Puerto Rico under chapter 9 
of title 11, United States Code, shall permit— 

(A) the diminishment or impairment of 
any pension benefit, or the funding obliga-
tions for such a benefit; or 

(B) the impairment or rejection of any 
agreement between a debtor and any labor 
organization. 
SEC. 303. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title or any amend-
ment made by this title, or the application 
of such provision or amendment to any per-
son or circumstance, is held to be unconsti-
tutional, the remainder of this title and the 
amendments made by this title, or the appli-
cation of that provision or amendment to 
other persons or circumstances, shall not be 
affected. 

TITLE IV—ADDRESSING HEALTH CARE 
DISPARITIES IN THE COMMONWEALTH 

Subtitle A—Medicaid 
SEC. 411. ELIMINATION OF GENERAL MEDICAID 

FUNDING LIMITATIONS (‘‘CAP’’) FOR 
PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1108 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1308) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f), in the matter before 
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection (g)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘subsections (g) and (h)’’; 

(2) in subsection (g)(2), in the matter before 
subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and sub-
section (h)’’ after ‘‘paragraphs (3) and (5)’’; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(h) SUNSET OF MEDICAID FUNDING LIMITA-
TIONS FOR PUERTO RICO.—Subsections (f) and 
(g) shall not apply to Puerto Rico beginning 
with fiscal year 2017.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 1903(u) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(u)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘Puerto Rico,’’. 

(2) Section 1323(c)(1) of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 
18043(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘ending 
with 2019’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘end-
ing with— 

‘‘(A) for purposes of payment pursuant to 
subsection (a) to Puerto Rico, 2016; and 

‘‘(B) for purposes of payment pursuant to 
subsection (a) to another territory, 2019.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply beginning 
with fiscal year 2017. 
SEC. 412. ELIMINATION OF SPECIFIC FEDERAL 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGE 
(FMAP) LIMITATION FOR PUERTO 
RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1905 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d) is amended— 

(1) in clause (2) of subsection (b), by strik-
ing ‘‘Puerto Rico,’’; and 

(2) in subsection (y)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A)— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘, for fiscal years before 
fiscal year 2017,’’ before ‘‘is one of the’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘and, for fiscal year 2017 
and subsequent fiscal years, is one of the 50 
States, the District of Columbia, or Puerto 
Rico,’’ after ‘‘the District of Columbia’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply beginning 
with fiscal year 2017. 
SEC. 413. APPLICATION OF 100 PERCENT FED-

ERAL POVERTY LINE (FPL) LIMITA-
TION TO PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a) is amended— 
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(1) in subsection (a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII), by in-

serting ‘‘(or, subject to subsection (j), 100 
percent in the case of Puerto Rico)’’ after 
‘‘133 percent’’; and 

(2) in subsection (j)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ after ‘‘(j)’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(2)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), Fed-

eral financial participation shall not be 
available to Puerto Rico for medical assist-
ance for an individual whose family income 
exceeds 100 percent of the poverty line (as de-
fined in section 2110(c)(5)) for a family of the 
size involved, except in the case of individ-
uals qualifying for medical assistance under 
subsection (a)(10)(A)(i)(IX). 

‘‘(B) The Secretary may, under section 
1115, waive the limitation under subpara-
graph (A). In carrying out this subparagraph, 
the Secretary shall take into account the 
eligibility levels established under the State 
plan of Puerto Rico before the date of the en-
actment of this paragraph.’’. 

(b) NOT APPLYING 5 PERCENT DISREGARD.— 
Section 1902(e)(14)(I) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(e)(14)(I)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘The previous sentence shall not apply to 
Puerto Rico.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to eligibility determinations made with re-
spect to items and services furnished on or 
after October 1, 2016. 
SEC. 414. EXTENSION OF APPLICATION OF MEDI-

CARE PAYMENT FLOOR TO PRIMARY 
CARE SERVICES FURNISHED IN 
PUERTO RICO UNDER MEDICAID 
AND APPLICATION TO ADDITIONAL 
PROVIDERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902(a)(13) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(13)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking the 
semicolon at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) payment for primary care services (as 
defined in subsection (jj)) at a rate that is 
not less than 100 percent of the payment rate 
that applies to such services and physician 
under part B of title XVIII (or, if greater, the 
payment rate that would be applicable under 
such part if the conversion factor under sec-
tion 1848(d) for the year involved were the 
conversion factor under such section for 
2009), and that is not less than the rate that 
would otherwise apply to such services under 
this title if the rate were determined with-
out regard to this subparagraph, and that are 
furnished in Puerto Rico on or after January 
1, 2017— 

‘‘(i) by a physician with a primary spe-
cialty designation of family medicine, gen-
eral internal medicine, or pediatric medi-
cine, but only if the physician self-attests 
that— 

‘‘(I) the physician is Board certified in 
family medicine, general internal medicine, 
or pediatric medicine; or 

‘‘(II) with respect to the most recently 
completed calendar year (or in the case of a 
newly eligible physician, the preceding 
month), 60 percent of all services the physi-
cian billed for under the State plan or a 
waiver under this title, or provided through 
a medicaid managed care organization (as 
defined in section 1903(m)(1)(A)), were for 
services described in subparagraph (A) or (B) 
of subsection (jj)(1); 

‘‘(ii) by a physician with a primary spe-
cialty designation of obstetrics and gyne-
cology, but only if the physician self-attests 
that— 

‘‘(I) the physician is Board certified in ob-
stetrics and gynecology; and 

‘‘(II) with respect to the most recently 
completed calendar year (or in the case of a 
newly eligible physician, the preceding 
month), 60 percent of all services the physi-
cian billed for under the State plan or a 
waiver under this title, or provided through 
a medicaid managed care organization (as 
defined in section 1903(m)(1)(A)), were for 
services described in subparagraph (A) or (B) 
of subsection (jj)(1); 

‘‘(iii) by an advanced practice clinician, as 
defined by the Secretary, that works under 
the supervision of— 

‘‘(I) a physician that satisfies the criteria 
specified in clause (i) or (ii); or 

‘‘(II) a nurse practitioner or a physician as-
sistant (as such terms are defined in section 
1861(aa)(5)(A)) who is working in accordance 
with State law, or a certified nurse-midwife 
(as defined in section 1861(gg)) who is work-
ing in accordance with State law, but only if 
the nurse practitioner, physician assistant, 
or certified nurse-midwife self-attests that, 
with respect to the most recently completed 
calendar year (or in the case of a newly eligi-
ble nurse practitioner, physician assistant, 
or certified nurse-midwife, the preceding 
month), 60 percent of all services the nurse 
practitioner, physician assistant, or certified 
nurse-midwife billed for under the State plan 
or a waiver under this title, or provided 
through a medicaid managed care organiza-
tion (as defined in section 1903(m)(1)(A)), 
were for services described in subparagraph 
(A) or (B) of subsection (jj)(1); 

‘‘(iv) by a rural health clinic, Federally- 
qualified health center, or other health clin-
ic that receives reimbursement on a fee 
schedule applicable to a physician, a nurse 
practitioner or a physician assistant (as such 
terms are defined in section 1861(aa)(5)(A)) 
who is working in accordance with State 
law, or a certified nurse-midwife (as defined 
in section 1861(gg)) who is working in accord-
ance with State law, for services furnished 
by a physician, nurse practitioner, physician 
assistant, or certified nurse-midwife, or serv-
ices furnished by an advanced practice clini-
cian supervised by a physician described in 
clause (i)(I) or (ii)(I), another advanced prac-
tice clinician, or a certified nurse-midwife, 
but only if the rural health clinic or Feder-
ally-qualified health center self-attests that 
60 percent of all services billed for under the 
State plan or a waiver under this title, or 
provided through a medicaid managed care 
organization (as defined in section 
1903(m)(1)(A)), were for services described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of subsection (jj)(1); 
or 

‘‘(v) by a nurse practitioner or a physician 
assistant (as such terms are defined in sec-
tion 1861(aa)(5)(A)) who is working in accord-
ance with State law, or a certified nurse- 
midwife (as defined in section 1861(gg)) who 
is working in accordance with State law, in 
accordance with procedures that ensure that 
the portion of the payment for such services 
that the nurse practitioner, physician assist-
ant, or certified nurse-midwife is paid is not 
less than the amount that the nurse practi-
tioner, physician assistant, or certified 
nurse-midwife would be paid if the services 
were provided under part B of title XVIII, 
but only if the nurse practitioner, physician 
assistant, or certified nurse-midwife self-at-
tests that, with respect to the most recently 
completed calendar year (or in the case of a 
newly eligible nurse practitioner, physician 
assistant, or certified nurse-midwife, the 
preceding month), 60 percent of all services 
the nurse practitioner, physician assistant, 
or certified nurse-midwife billed for under 
the State plan or a waiver under this title, 
or provided through a medicaid managed 
care organization (as defined in section 

1903(m)(1)(A)), were for services described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of subsection 
(jj)(1);’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 1905(dd) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1396(dd)) is amended— 
(A) by inserting the following sentence 

after the first sentence: ‘‘Notwithstanding 
subsection (b), with respect to the portion of 
the amounts expended for medical assistance 
for services described in section 1902(a)(13)(D) 
furnished in Puerto Rico on or after January 
1, 2017, that is attributable to the amount by 
which the minimum payment rate required 
under such section (or, by application, sec-
tion 1932(f)) exceeds the payment rate appli-
cable to such services under the State plan 
as of July 1, 2009, the Federal medical assist-
ance percentage shall be equal to 100 per-
cent.’’; and 

(B) in the last sentence, by striking ‘‘pre-
ceding sentence does not’’ and inserting 
‘‘preceding sentences do not’’. 

(2) Section 1932(f) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396u–2(f)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘section 1902(a)(13)(C)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subparagraph (C) or (D) of section 
1902(a)(13)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘specified in such section’’ 
and inserting ‘‘specified in such subpara-
graphs’’. 

Subtitle B—Medicare Provisions 
SEC. 421. APPLICATION OF PART B DEEMED EN-

ROLLMENT PROCESS TO RESIDENTS 
OF PUERTO RICO; SPECIAL ENROLL-
MENT PERIOD AND LIMIT ON LATE 
ENROLLMENT PENALTIES. 

(a) APPLICATION OF PART B DEEMED EN-
ROLLMENT PROCESS TO RESIDENTS OF PUERTO 
RICO.—Section 1837(f)(3) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395p(f)(3)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘, exclusive of Puerto Rico’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to indi-
viduals whose initial enrollment period 
under section 1837(d) of the Social Security 
Act begins on or after the first day of the ef-
fective month, specified by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services under section 
1839(j)(1)(C) of such Act, as added by sub-
section (c)(2). 

(c) TRANSITION PROVIDING SPECIAL ENROLL-
MENT PERIOD AND LIMIT ON LATE ENROLL-
MENT PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARIES.—Section 1839 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395r) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence of subsection (b), 
by inserting ‘‘subject to section 1839(j)(2),’’ 
after ‘‘subsection (i)(4) or (l) of section 
1837,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(j) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN RESIDENTS 
OF PUERTO RICO.— 

‘‘(1) SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD, COV-
ERAGE PERIOD FOR RESIDENTS WHO ARE ELIGI-
BLE BUT NOT ENROLLED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a transi-
tion individual (as defined in paragraph (3)) 
who is not enrolled under this part as of the 
day before the first day of the effective 
month (as defined in subparagraph (C)), the 
Secretary shall provide for a special enroll-
ment period under section 1837 of 7 months 
beginning with such effective month during 
which the individual may be enrolled under 
this part. 

‘‘(B) COVERAGE PERIOD.—In the case of such 
an individual who enrolls during such special 
enrollment period, the coverage period under 
section 1838 shall begin on the first day of 
the second month after the month in which 
the individual enrolls. 

‘‘(C) EFFECTIVE MONTH DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘effective month’ means a 
month, not earlier than October 2017 and not 
later than January 2018, specified by the Sec-
retary. 
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‘‘(2) REDUCTION IN LATE ENROLLMENT PEN-

ALTIES FOR CURRENT ENROLLEES AND INDIVID-
UALS ENROLLING DURING TRANSITION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a transi-
tion individual who is enrolled under this 
part as of the day before the first day of the 
effective month or who enrolls under this 
part on or after the date of the enactment of 
this subsection but before the end of the spe-
cial enrollment period under paragraph 
(1)(A), the amount of the late enrollment 
penalty imposed under section 1839(b) shall 
be recalculated by reducing the penalty to 15 
percent of the penalty otherwise established. 

‘‘(B) APPLICATION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
be applied in the case of a transition indi-
vidual who— 

‘‘(i) is enrolled under this part as of the 
month before the effective month, for pre-
miums for months beginning with such effec-
tive month; or 

‘‘(ii) enrolls under this part on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act and before 
the end of the special enrollment period 
under paragraph (1)(A), for premiums for 
months during the coverage period under 
this part which occur during or after the ef-
fective month. 

‘‘(C) LOSS OF REDUCTION IF INDIVIDUAL TER-
MINATES ENROLLMENT.—Subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to a transition individual if 
the individual terminates enrollment under 
this part after the end of the special enroll-
ment period under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) TRANSITION INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘transition individual’ 
means an individual who resides in Puerto 
Rico and who would have been deemed en-
rolled under this part pursuant to section 
1837(f) before the first day of the effective 
month but for the fact that the individual 
was a resident of Puerto Rico, regardless of 
whether the individual is enrolled under this 
part as of such first day.’’. 
SEC. 422. PUERTO RICO PRACTICE EXPENSE GPCI 

IMPROVEMENT. 
Section 1848(e)(1) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(e)(1)) is amended— 
(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 

(I)’’ and inserting ‘‘(I), and (J)’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(J) FLOOR FOR PRACTICE EXPENSE INDEX 

FOR SERVICES FURNISHED IN PUERTO RICO.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of payment 

for services furnished in Puerto Rico in a 
year (beginning with 2017), after calculating 
the practice expense index in subparagraph 
(A)(i) for Puerto Rico, if such index is below 
the reference index (as defined in clause (ii)) 
for the year, the Secretary shall increase 
such index for Puerto Rico to equal the value 
of the reference index for the year. The pre-
ceding sentence shall not be applied in a 
budget neutral manner. 

‘‘(ii) REFERENCE INDEX DEFINED.—In this 
subparagraph, the term ‘reference index’ 
means, with respect to a year, 0.800 or, if 
less, the lowest practice expense index value 
for the year for any area in the 50 States or 
the District of Columbia.’’. 
SEC. 423. PERMANENT EXTENSION OF INCENTIVE 

PAYMENTS FOR PRIMARY CARE 
SERVICES FURNISHED IN PUERTO 
RICO. 

Section 1833(x)(1) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395l(x)(1)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘(and in the case of primary care 
services furnished on or after January 1, 2017, 
in Puerto Rico)’’ after ‘‘2016’’. 

Subtitle C—National Environmental Public 
Health Tracking and Studies 

SEC. 431. NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH TRACKING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 

acting through the Director of the Centers 
for Disease Prevention and Control, shall up-
date the National Environmental Public 
Health Tracking Network of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to include 
Puerto Rico (including Vieques). 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
section. 
SEC. 432. STUDY ON ENVIRONMENTAL, BIOLOGI-

CAL, AND HEALTH DATA FROM THE 
ISLAND OF VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall award a grant to an institution of high-
er education in Puerto Rico for the conduct 
of a 3-year study, in collaboration with the 
Puerto Rico Department of Health, on the 
environmental, biological, and health of resi-
dents of Vieques, Puerto Rico and specifi-
cally whether and to what extent past mili-
tary exercises on Vieques have contributed 
to health conditions experienced by some 
residents of Vieques. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study conducted under 
subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) a review of the existing literature and 
previous public health assessments; 

(2) testing of drinking water, air, seafood, 
locally grown produce, and soil samples; 

(3) an analysis of previous biomonitoring 
studies in Vieques; 

(4) new biomonitoring testing to determine 
the source of previously unexplained findings 
of metals in residents’ blood, urine, hair, or 
feces; 

(5) biomonitoring control group testing 
from mainland Puerto Rico; and 

(6) an analysis of the impact of the cumu-
lative effects of exposure to multiple con-
taminants. 

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—All costs related to bio-
monitoring and environmental testing under 
the study under subsection (a) shall be paid 
for directly with funds awarded under the 
grant under such subsection. Grant funds 
may be used to purchase testing equipment, 
as needed. 

(d) FINAL REPORT.—The recipient of the 
grant under subsection (a) shall submit to 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
a final report under such grant. Not later 
than 30 days after the submission of such re-
port, the Secretary shall make such report 
public. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$10,000,000 to carry out this section. 

TITLE V—INFRASTRUCTURE 
INVESTMENTS 

Subtitle A—Energy Infrastructure Incentives 
SEC. 511. GRANT PROGRAM TO PROMOTE OF AC-

CESS TO RENEWABLE ENERGY AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY FOR PUERTO 
RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon application, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall, subject to 
the requirements of this section, provide a 
grant to each eligible person who places in 
service specified energy property in the Com-
monwealth to reimburse such person for a 
portion of the expense of such property as 
provided in subsection (b). No grant shall be 
made under this section with respect to any 
property unless— 

(1) in the case of specified energy property 
which is described in paragraph (1) of section 
45(d) or clause (i) of section 48(a)(3)(A) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (determined 
without regard to any date by which con-
struction must begin), the construction of 
such property begins after the date of the en-
actment of this Act and before January 1 of 
the applicable calendar year, and 

(2) in the case of any other specified energy 
property, such property is placed in service 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and before January 1 of the applicable cal-
endar year. 

(b) GRANT AMOUNT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of the grant 

under subsection (a) with respect to any 
specified energy property shall be the appli-
cable percentage of the basis of such prop-
erty. 

(2) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For purposes 
of paragraph (1), the term ‘‘applicable per-
centage’’ means— 

(A) 30 percent in the case of any property 
described in paragraphs (1) through (4) of 
subsection (d), and 

(B) 10 percent in the case of any other 
property. 

(3) DOLLAR LIMITATIONS.—In the case of 
property described in paragraph (1), (2), (6), 
or (7) of subsection (d), the amount of any 
grant under this section with respect to such 
property shall not exceed the limitation de-
scribed in section 48(a)(5)(E), 48(c)(1)(B), 
48(c)(2)(B), or 48(c)(3)(B) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, respectively, with respect 
to such property. 

(c) TIME FOR PAYMENT OF GRANT.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall make payment 
of any grant under subsection (a) during the 
60-day period beginning on the later of— 

(1) the date of the application for such 
grant, or 

(2) the date the specified energy property 
for which the grant is being made is placed 
in service. 

(d) SPECIFIED ENERGY PROPERTY.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘specified en-
ergy property’’ means any of the following: 

(1) QUALIFIED FACILITIES.—Any qualified 
property (as defined in section 48(a)(5)(D) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) which is 
part of a qualified facility (within the mean-
ing of section 45 of such Code) described in 
paragraph (1), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (9), or (11) 
of section 45(d) of such Code (determined 
without regard to any date by which con-
struction must begin). 

(2) QUALIFIED FUEL CELL PROPERTY.—Any 
qualified fuel cell property (as defined in sec-
tion 48(c)(1) of such Code, determined with-
out regard to any termination date). 

(3) SOLAR PROPERTY.—Any property de-
scribed in clause (i) or (ii) of section 
48(a)(3)(A) of such Code (determined without 
regard to any termination date). 

(4) QUALIFIED SMALL WIND ENERGY PROP-
ERTY.—Any qualified small wind energy 
property (as defined in section 48(c)(4) of 
such Code, determined without regard to any 
termination date). 

(5) GEOTHERMAL PROPERTY.—Any property 
described in clause (iii) of section 48(a)(3)(A) 
of such Code. 

(6) QUALIFIED MICROTURBINE PROPERTY.— 
Any qualified microturbine property (as de-
fined in section 48(c)(2) of such Code, deter-
mined without regard to any termination 
date). 

(7) COMBINED HEAT AND POWER SYSTEM 
PROPERTY.—Any combined heat and power 
system property (as defined in section 
48(c)(3) of such Code, determined without re-
gard to subparagraph (A)(iv) thereof). 

(8) GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMP PROPERTY.— 
Any property described in clause (vii) of sec-
tion 48(a)(3)(A) of such Code (determined 
without regard to any termination date). 

Such term shall not include any property un-
less depreciation (or amortization in lieu of 
depreciation) is allowable (or would be allow-
able if section 933 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 were not taken into account) 
with respect to such property. 

(e) ELIGIBLE PERSON.—For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘‘eligible person’’ means— 
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(1) any individual that is a bona fide resi-

dent (as defined under section 937 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986) of the Common-
wealth, and 

(2) any corporation which is organized 
under the laws of the Commonwealth. 

(f) APPLICABLE CALENDAR YEAR.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘applicable 
calendar year’’ means the calendar year fol-
lowing the first calendar year in which the 
aggregate amount of grants paid under sub-
section (a) exceeds $1,200,000,000. 

(g) OTHER DEFINITIONS.—Terms used in this 
section which are also used in section 45 or 
48 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall 
have the same meaning for purposes of this 
section as when used in such section 45 or 48. 
Any reference in this section to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall be treated as in-
cluding the Secretary’s delegate. 

(h) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN RULES.—In 
making grants under this section, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall apply rules simi-
lar to the rules of section 50 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, except that in applying 
subsection (b)(1) thereof ‘‘Puerto Rico’’ shall 
be substituted for ‘‘United States’’. In apply-
ing such rules, if the property is disposed of, 
or otherwise ceases to be specified energy 
property, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
provide for the recapture of the appropriate 
percentage of the grant amount in such man-
ner as the Secretary of the Treasury deter-
mines appropriate. 

(i) APPROPRIATIONS.—There is hereby ap-
propriated to the Secretary of the Treasury 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out 
this section. 
SEC. 512. INCENTIVES FOR ENERGY EFFICIENT 

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS. 
(a) PERMANENT EXTENSION OF ENERGY EFFI-

CIENT COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS DEDUCTION.— 
Section 179D of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended by striking subsection (h). 

(b) UPDATE OF STANDARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 179D of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking ‘‘Standard 90.1-2001’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘the applicable 
ASHRAE standard’’. 

(2) APPLICABLE ASHRAE STANDARD.—Section 
179D(c)(2) of such Code is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE ASHRAE STANDARD.—The 
term ‘applicable ASHRAE standard’ means— 

‘‘(A) Standard 90.1–2013 of the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air 
Conditioning Engineers and the Illuminating 
Engineering Society of North America, or 

‘‘(B) in the case of any subsequent stand-
ard adopted by the American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning 
Engineers which supersedes the standard de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), such subsequent 
standard.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to prop-
erty placed in service after December 31, 
2015. 

(c) GRANT PROGRAM FOR PUERTO RICO.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon application, the Sec-

retary of the Treasury shall, subject to the 
requirements of this subsection, provide a 
grant to each eligible person who places in 
service energy efficient building property to 
reimburse such person for a portion of the 
expense of such property as provided in para-
graph (2). No grant shall be made under this 
subsection with respect to any property un-
less such property is placed in service on or 
before the last day of the applicable calendar 
year. 

(2) GRANT AMOUNT.—The amount of the 
grant under paragraph (1) with respect to 
any energy efficient building property shall 
be equal to the product of— 

(A) 35 percent, and 
(B) the excess of— 

(i) the product of— 
(I) $1.80, and 
(II) the square footage of the building, over 
(ii) the aggregate amount of all prior 

grants under paragraph (1) with respect to 
the building. 

(3) TIME FOR PAYMENT OF GRANT.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall make payment 
of any grant under paragraph (1) during the 
60-day period beginning on the later of— 

(A) the date of the application for such 
grant, or 

(B) the date the energy efficient commer-
cial building property for which the grant is 
being made is placed in service. 

(4) ENERGY EFFICIENT COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
PROPERTY.—For purposes of this subsection, 
the term ‘‘energy efficient commercial build-
ing property’’ has the meaning given such 
term under section 179D(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, except that— 

(A) the determination of whether deprecia-
tion (or amortization in lieu of depreciation) 
is allowable under such section 179D(c)(1)(A) 
shall be made without regard to section 933 
of such Code, and 

(B) such section 179D(c)(1)(B)(i) shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘Puerto Rico’’ for 
‘‘United States’’. 

(5) ELIGIBLE PERSON.—For purposes of this 
subsection, the term ‘‘eligible person’’ 
means— 

(A) any individual that is a bona fide resi-
dent (as defined under section 937 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986) of Puerto Rico, 
and 

(B) any corporation which is organized 
under the laws of the Commonwealth. 

(6) APPLICABLE CALENDAR YEAR.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘‘applica-
ble calendar year’’ means the calendar year 
following the first calendar year in which 
the aggregate amount of grants paid under 
subsection (a) exceeds $400,000,000. 

(7) SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.—Any ref-
erence in this subsection to the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be treated as including 
the Secretary’s delegate. 

(8) APPLICATION OF SPECIAL RULES.—Rules 
similar to the rules of subsections (d), (f), 
and (g) of section 179D of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 shall apply with respect to 
grants under this subsection. 

(9) APPROPRIATIONS.—There is hereby ap-
propriated to the Secretary of the Treasury 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out 
this subsection. 
SEC. 513. INCENTIVES FOR NEW ENERGY EFFI-

CIENT HOMES. 
(a) PERMANENT EXTENSION OF NEW ENERGY 

EFFICIENT HOME CREDIT.—Section 45L of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking subsection (g). 

(b) UPDATE OF STANDARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 45L of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking ‘‘the standards of chapter 4 of the 
2006 International Energy Conservation 
Code, as such Code (including supplements) 
is in effect on January 1, 2006’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘the applicable stand-
ards’’. 

(2) APPLICABLE STANDARDS.—Section 45L of 
such Code, as amended by subsection (a), is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(h) APPLICABLE STANDARDS.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘applicable 
standards’ means, with respect to any dwell-
ing unit, the standards in effect for residen-
tial building energy efficiency under the 
International Energy Conservation Code on 
the first day of the taxable year in which 
construction for the dwelling unit com-
menced.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to homes 
acquired after December 31, 2015. 

(c) GRANT PROGRAM FOR PUERTO RICO.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon application, the Sec-

retary of the Treasury shall, subject to the 
requirements of this subsection, provide a 
grant to each eligible contractor with re-
spect to each qualified new energy efficient 
home which is— 

(A) constructed by an eligible contractor, 
and 

(B) acquired by a person from such eligible 
contractor for use as a residence. 

No grant shall be made under this subsection 
with respect to any qualified new energy effi-
cient home unless such home is acquired by 
another person for use as a residence on or 
before the last day of the applicable calendar 
year. 

(2) AMOUNT OF GRANT.—The amount of the 
grant under paragraph (1) with respect to 
any qualified new energy efficient home is 
an amount equal to— 

(A) in the case of a dwelling unit described 
in paragraph (1) or (2) of section 45L(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, $2,000, and 

(B) in the case of a dwelling unit described 
in paragraph (3) of section 45L(c) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, $1,000. 

(3) TIME FOR PAYMENT OF GRANT.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall make payment 
of any grant under paragraph (1) during the 
60-day period beginning on the later of— 

(A) the date of the application for such 
grant, or 

(B) the date the qualified new energy effi-
cient home for which the grant is acquired 
by another person for use as a residence. 

(4) QUALIFIED NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT 
HOME.—For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘‘qualified new energy efficient home’’ 
has the meaning given such term under sec-
tion 45L(b)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, except that— 

(A) subparagraph (A) thereof shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘Puerto Rico’’ for ‘‘the 
United States’’, and 

(B) subparagraph (B) thereof shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘the date of the enact-
ment of section 513 of the Puerto Rico Hu-
manitarian Relief and Reconstruction Act’’ 
for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion’’. 

(5) APPLICABLE CALENDAR YEAR.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘‘applica-
ble calendar year’’ means the calendar year 
following the first calendar year in which 
the aggregate amount of grants paid under 
subsection (a) exceeds $400,000,000. 

(6) OTHER TERMS.—Terms used in this sub-
section which are also used in section 45L of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall have 
the same meaning for purposes of this sub-
section as when used in section 45L. Any ref-
erence in this subsection to the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be treated as including 
the Secretary’s delegate. 

(7) APPROPRIATIONS.—There is hereby ap-
propriated to the Secretary of the Treasury 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out 
this subsection. 

Subtitle B—Transportation, Housing, and 
Agriculture Infrastructure Incentives 

SEC. 521. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
(a) WAIVER OF NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—Not-

withstanding any other provision of law, the 
non-Federal share of the cost of any program 
or activity carried out using funds provided 
under this subtitle shall be zero. 

(b) MAINTENANCE OF FUNDING; ADMINISTRA-
TIVE EXPENSES.— 

(1) MAINTENANCE OF FUNDING.—The funding 
provided to any program or account under 
this subtitle shall supplement (and not sup-
plant) any funding provided for that program 
or account under any other provision of law. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law (includ-
ing regulations), of any funds provided for a 
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program or account under this subtitle, the 
applicable Federal department or agency 
head may use such percentage for adminis-
trative expenses as is established by the lim-
itation for administrative expenses in appli-
cable laws (including regulations) relating to 
the program or activity. 
SEC. 522. HIGHWAY PROGRAM. 

(a) FUNDING.—Out of funds of the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, there is appro-
priated to the Secretary of Transportation 
$450,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2026 to carry out the Puerto Rico 
Highway Program under section 165(b) of 
title 23, United States Code. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
165(a)(1) of title 23, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘$158,000,000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$608,000,000’’. 
SEC. 523. TIGER DISCRETIONARY GRANTS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF TIGER DISCRETIONARY 
GRANT.—In this section, the term ‘‘TIGER 
discretionary grant’’ means a grant awarded 
and administered by the Secretary of Trans-
portation using funds made available for na-
tional infrastructure investments under title 
I of division L of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2016 (Public Law 114–113; 129 Stat. 
2835). 

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Out of funds of the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, there 
is appropriated to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2021 to award TIGER discretionary 
grants for eligible programs and activities in 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
SEC. 524. PASSENGER AND FREIGHT RAIL IM-

PROVEMENTS. 
(a) FUNDING.—Out of funds of the Treasury 

not otherwise appropriated, there is appro-
priated to the Secretary of Transportation 
$120,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2021 for planning and capital costs 
to build, improve, or expand passenger and 
freight rail projects in the Commonwealth 
under titles 23 and 49, United States Code. 

(b) ELIGIBLE USES.—Of the amounts made 
available for each fiscal year under sub-
section (a)— 

(1) not more than 15 percent may be used 
for temporary operating assistance for such 
rail and transit projects as the Secretary of 
Transportation determines to be eligible; 
and 

(2) not more than 50 percent may be allo-
cated to another transportation capital in-
vestment account funded under this Act, on 
approval of the Secretary of Transportation. 
SEC. 525. AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. 

Out of funds of the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, there is appropriated to the 
Secretary of Transportation $40,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 to 
make grants under the Airport Improvement 
Program under subchapter I of chapter 471 of 
title 49, United States Code, for eligible pro-
grams and activities in the Commonwealth. 
SEC. 526. CLEAN AND SAFE WATER REVOLVING 

FUNDS. 
Out of funds of the Treasury not otherwise 

appropriated, there is appropriated to the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2021— 

(1) $25,000,000 to make a capitalization 
grant to the Commonwealth for the purpose 
of establishing and maintaining a water pol-
lution control revolving fund under title VI 
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.); and 

(2) $25,000,000 to make a capitalization 
grant to the Commonwealth for the purpose 
of establishing and maintaining a drinking 
water treatment revolving loan fund under 
section 1452(a) of the Safe Drinking Water 
Act (42 U.S.C. 300j–12(a)). 

SEC. 527. RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE PROGRAMS. 
(a) WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-

GRAMS.—Out of funds of the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, there is appropriated 
to the Administrator of the Rural Utilities 
Service $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2017 through 2021 to provide, for eligible pro-
grams and activities in the Commonwealth— 

(1) water or waste disposal grants or direct 
or guaranteed loans under paragraph (1) or 
(2) of section 306(a) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1926(a)); 

(2) rural water or wastewater technical as-
sistance and training grants under section 
306(a)(14) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1926(a)(14)); 

(3) emergency community water assistance 
grants under section 306A of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 1926a); and 

(4) solid waste management grants under 
section 310B(b) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(b)). 

(b) ELECTRIC PROGRAM.—Out of funds of the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, there 
is appropriated to the Administrator of the 
Rural Utilities Service $50,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2017 through 2021 to provide elec-
tric infrastructure grants for eligible pro-
grams and activities in the Commonwealth 
under the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 
U.S.C. 901 et seq.). 
SEC. 528. RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PRO-

GRAM. 
Out of funds of the Treasury not otherwise 

appropriated, there is appropriated to the 
Secretary of Agriculture $25,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 to provide fi-
nancial assistance and grants for eligible 
programs and activities in the Common-
wealth under section 9007 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107). 
SEC. 529. CONSTRUCTION OF FERRY BOATS AND 

FERRY TERMINAL FACILITIES. 
Out of funds of the Treasury not otherwise 

appropriated, there is appropriated to the 
Secretary of Transportation $5,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 for the 
construction of ferry boats and ferry ter-
minal facilities in the Commonwealth under 
section 147 of title 23, United States Code. 
SEC. 530. CORPS OF ENGINEERS FUNDS. 

(a) CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT.—Out of funds 
of the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
there is appropriated to the Construction Ac-
count of the Corps of Engineers $150,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 for 
authorized navigation, coastal storm and 
riverine flood damage reduction, ecosystem 
restoration, and environmental infrastruc-
ture assistance activities in the Common-
wealth, with priority given to dredging the 
Caño Martı́n Peña. 

(b) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE AC-
COUNT.—Out of funds of the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, there is appropriated 
to the Operations and Maintenance Account 
of the Corps of Engineers $75,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 for eligible 
operations and maintenance costs of coastal 
harbors and channels, and for inland harbors, 
to improve the movement of goods through 
marine ports in the Commonwealth. 
SEC. 531. PREDISASTER HAZARD MITIGATION 

AND RESILIENCY. 
Out of funds of the Treasury not otherwise 

appropriated, there is appropriated to the Di-
rector of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency $50,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2017 through 2021 to carry out in the 
Commonwealth minor localized flood reduc-
tion projects and major flood risk reduction 
projects under the predisaster hazard mitiga-
tion program under section 203 of the Robert 
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5133). 

SEC. 532. BROADBAND PROGRAMS. 
(a) BROADBAND INITIATIVES PROGRAM.—Out 

of funds of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, there is appropriated $30,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 for the 
broadband initiatives program established 
under title VI of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 950bb et seq.) to expand 
access to, and the quality of, broadband serv-
ice across the Commonwealth, with pref-
erence given to— 

(1) public or cooperatively owned tele-
communications systems; or 

(2) telecommunications systems that pro-
vide telehealth, distance learning, and public 
safety benefits. 

(b) BROADBANDUSA PROGRAM.—Out of 
funds of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, there is appropriated $30,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 to the 
National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration to carry out the 
BroadbandUSA program in the Common-
wealth, with preference given to— 

(1) public or cooperatively owned tele-
communications systems; or 

(2) telecommunications systems that pro-
vide telehealth, distance learning, and public 
safety benefits. 
SEC. 533. HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP-

MENT. 
(a) HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PRO-

GRAM.— 
(1) ALL PARTICIPATING JURISDICTIONS.—Out 

of funds of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, there is appropriated $17,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 for the 
HOME Investment Partnerships program au-
thorized under title II of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act (42 
U.S.C. 12721 et seq.) to be allocated propor-
tionately among participating jurisdictions 
in the Commonwealth in accordance with 
the allocation among such jurisdictions for 
the most recent fiscal year. 

(2) CAÑO MARTÍN PEÑA COMMUNITIES.—Out of 
funds of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, in addition to the amount appro-
priated under paragraph (1), there is appro-
priated $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2021 for the HOME Investment Part-
nerships program authorized under title II of 
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12721 et seq.) to be al-
located to the HOME Investment Partner-
ship Program of the Municipality of San 
Juan for use by the Caño Martı́n Peña Com-
munity Land Trust (also known as ‘‘El 
Fedeicomiso de la Tierra del Caño Martı́n 
Peña’’) to create, improve, and rehabilitate 
affordable housing in the 8 Caño Martı́n Peña 
communities, including for the costs of relo-
cating homes from the banks of the channel 
to other locations in the community. 

(b) COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
PROGRAM.— 

(1) ALL JURISDICTIONS.—Out of funds of the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, there 
is appropriated $60,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2017 through 2021 for the community 
development block grant program under 
title I of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) to 
be allocated proportionately among entitle-
ment communities and nonentitlement com-
munities in the Commonwealth in accord-
ance with the allocation among such com-
munities for the most recent fiscal year. 

(2) CAÑO MARTÍN PEÑA COMMUNITIES.—Out of 
funds of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, in addition to the amount appro-
priated under paragraph (1), there is appro-
priated $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2021 for the community development 
block grant program under title I of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) to be allocated to 
the Municipality of San Juan for use by the 
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Martin Peña Canal ENLACE Project Cor-
poration (also known as ‘‘La Corporación del 
Proyecto ENLACE del Caño Martı́n Peña’’) 
for housing, community, and economic de-
velopment in the 8 Caño Martı́n Peña com-
munities. 

TITLE VI—EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT 
AND TAX EQUALIZATION MEASURES 

SEC. 611. PUERTO RICO RESIDENTS ELIGIBLE 
FOR EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 32 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(n) RESIDENTS OF PUERTO RICO.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of residents 

of Puerto Rico— 
‘‘(A) the United States shall be treated as 

including Puerto Rico for purposes of sub-
sections (c)(1)(A)(ii)(I) and (c)(3)(C), 

‘‘(B) subsection (c)(1)(D) shall not apply to 
nonresident alien individuals who are resi-
dents of Puerto Rico, and 

‘‘(C) adjusted gross income and gross in-
come shall be computed without regard to 
section 933 for purposes of subsections 
(a)(2)(B) and (c)(2)(A)(i). 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—The credit allowed under 
this section by reason of this subsection for 
any taxable year shall not exceed the 
amount, determined under regulations or 
other guidance promulgated by the Sec-
retary, that a similarly situated taxpayer 
would receive if residing in a State.’’. 

(b) CHILD TAX CREDIT NOT REDUCED.—Sub-
clause (II) of section 24(d)(1)(B)(ii) of such 
Code is amended by inserting before the pe-
riod ‘‘(determined without regard to section 
32(n) in the case of residents of Puerto 
Rico)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 612. EQUITABLE TREATMENT FOR RESI-

DENTS OF PUERTO RICO WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE REFUNDABLE POR-
TION OF THE CHILD TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24(d)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
inserting ‘‘or section 933’’ after ‘‘section 
112’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 

TITLE VII—PUERTO RICO 
DETERMINATION ON STATUS 

SEC. 701. VOTE REGARDING STATUS. 
(a) VOTE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 31, 

2018, the State Elections Commission of 
Puerto Rico shall provide for a binding vote 
or series of votes as described in paragraph 
(2), in accordance with rules and regulations 
determined by the Commission, including 
qualifications for voter eligibility. 

(2) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
State Elections Commission of Puerto Rico 
shall promulgate regulations governing the 
provision by the State Elections Commission 
of a binding vote, or series of binding votes, 
regarding whether Puerto Rico should— 

(A) be admitted as a State of the United 
States; 

(B) become a sovereign nation; or 
(C) continue the status quo as a common-

wealth territory of the United States and 
simply reform the government of the Com-
monwealth. 

(b) FUNDS FOR VOTE.—The funds made 
available pursuant to Public Law 113–76 (128 
Stat. 5) may be used to conduct the vote 
under this section. 
SEC. 702. CERTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF 

RESULTS. 
Not later than 10 days after the certifi-

cation of the vote by the State Elections 
Commission of Puerto Rico, the Governor of 

Puerto Rico shall transmit the certified re-
sults to the President of the United States, 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and the President pro tempore of the Senate. 
SEC. 703. TRANSITION PROCESS. 

If a majority of the votes cast in the vote 
conducted pursuant to section 701 are for the 
admission of Puerto Rico into the United 
States as a State, the following shall apply: 

(1) PROCLAMATION.—Within 30 calendar 
days of receipt of the certified results trans-
mitted pursuant to section 702, the President 
shall issue a proclamation to begin the tran-
sition process that will culminate in Puerto 
Rico’s admission into the United States as a 
State effective by not later than the date 
that is 4 years after the date on which the 
vote under section 701 is certified by the 
State Elections Commission of Puerto Rico. 

(2) COMMISSION.— 
(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—Within 90 calendar 

days of receipt of the certified results trans-
mitted pursuant to section 702, the President 
shall appoint a commission, to be known as 
the ‘‘Commission on the Equal Application 
of Federal Law to Puerto Rico’’ (referred to 
in this paragraph as the ‘‘Commission’’). 

(B) PURPOSE.—The Commission shall sur-
vey the laws of the United States and make 
recommendations to Congress as to how laws 
that do not apply to the territory or apply 
differently to the territory than to the sev-
eral States should be amended or repealed to 
treat Puerto Rico equally with the several 
States as of the date of the admission of 
Puerto Rico into the United States as a 
State. 

(C) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall 
consist of 5 persons, at least 2 of whom shall 
be residents of Puerto Rico. 

(D) REPORT.—The Commission shall issue a 
final report to the President of the United 
States, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the President pro tempore 
of the Senate by July 1, 2018. 

(E) TERMINATION.—Upon issuing the final 
report under subparagraph (D), the Commis-
sion shall terminate. 

(F) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.— 
The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.), other than section 14, shall 
apply to the Commission. 
SEC. 704. RULES FOR ELECTIONS FOR FEDERAL 

OFFICES. 
(a) PREPARATION FOR ELECTIONS.—If a ma-

jority of the votes cast in the vote conducted 
pursuant to section 701 are for the admission 
of Puerto Rico into the United States as a 
State, not later than January 1, 2020, Puerto 
Rico shall carry out such actions as may be 
necessary to enable Puerto Rico to hold elec-
tions for Federal office in November 2020 in 
accordance with this section. 

(b) PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.—With respect 
to the election for the office of President and 
Vice President held in November 2020— 

(1) Puerto Rico shall be considered a State 
for purposes of chapter 21 of title 3, United 
States Code; 

(2) the electors of Puerto Rico shall be con-
sidered electors of a State for purposes of 
such chapter; and 

(3) for purposes of section 3 of such title, 
the number of electors from Puerto Rico 
shall be equal to the number of Senators and 
Representatives to which Puerto Rico is en-
titled during the 117th Congress, as deter-
mined in accordance with subsections (c) and 
(d). 

(c) ELECTION OF SENATORS.— 
(1) ELECTION OF 2 SENATORS.—The regularly 

scheduled general elections for Federal office 
held in Puerto Rico during November 2020 
shall include the election of 2 Senators, each 
of whom shall first take office on the first 
day of the 117th Congress. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE.—In the election of Sen-
ators from Puerto Rico pursuant to para-

graph (1), the 2 Senate offices shall be sepa-
rately identified and designated, and no per-
son may be a candidate for both offices. No 
such identification or designation of either 
of the offices shall refer to, or be taken to 
refer to, the terms of such offices, or in any 
way impair the privilege of the Senate to de-
termine the class to which each of the Sen-
ators elected shall be assigned. 

(d) ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the first day 

of the 117th Congress, and until the taking 
effect of the first reapportionment occurring 
after the regular decennial census conducted 
for 2020, Puerto Rico shall be entitled to the 
number of Representatives to which Puerto 
Rico would have been entitled for the 116th 
Congress if Puerto Rico had been a State 
during such Congress, as shown in the state-
ment transmitted by the President to Con-
gress under paragraph (2). 

(2) DETERMINATION OF INITIAL NUMBER.— 
(A) DETERMINATION.—Not later than July 1, 

2019, the President shall submit to Congress 
a statement of the number of Representa-
tives to which Puerto Rico would have been 
entitled for the 116th Congress if Puerto Rico 
had been a State during such Congress, in 
the same manner as provided under section 
22(a) of the Act of June 28, 1929 (2 U.S.C. 
2a(a)). 

(B) SUBMISSION OF NUMBER BY CLERK.—Not 
later than 15 calendar days after receiving 
the statement of the President under sub-
paragraph (A), the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives, in accordance with section 22(b) 
of such Act (2 U.S.C. 2a(b)), shall transmit to 
the Governor of Puerto Rico and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives a certificate 
of the number of Representatives to which 
Puerto Rico is entitled during the period de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

(3) TERMINATION OF OFFICE OF RESIDENT 
COMMISSIONER.—Effective on the date on 
which a Representative from Puerto Rico 
first takes office in accordance with this sub-
section, the Office of the Resident Commis-
sioner to the United States, as described in 
section 36 of the Act of March 2, 1917 (48 
U.S.C. 891 et seq.), is terminated. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION OF PRIMARY ELEC-
TIONS.—Puerto Rico may hold primary elec-
tions for the offices described in this section 
at such time and in such manner as Puerto 
Rico may provide, so long as such elections 
are held in the manner required by the laws 
applicable to elections for Federal office. 
SEC. 705. ISSUANCE OF PRESIDENTIAL PROCLA-

MATION. 
Following the transition process set forth 

in section 703, if applicable, the President 
shall issue a proclamation declaring that 
Puerto Rico is admitted into the United 
States on an equal footing with the other 
States, effective on the date that is 4 years 
after the date on which the vote under sec-
tion 701 is certified by the State Elections 
Commission of Puerto Rico. Upon issuance of 
the proclamation by the President, Puerto 
Rico shall be deemed admitted into the 
United States as a State. 
SEC. 706. STATE OF PUERTO RICO. 

Upon the admission of Puerto Rico into 
the United States as a State, the following 
shall apply: 

(1) STATE CONSTITUTION.—The Constitution 
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall 
be accepted as the Constitution of the State. 

(2) TERRITORY.—The State shall consist of 
all of the territory, together with the waters 
included in the seaward boundary, of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(3) CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT.—The per-
sons holding legislative, executive, and judi-
cial offices of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico shall continue to discharge the duties 
of their respective offices. 
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(4) CONTINUITY OF LAWS.— 
(A) TERRITORY LAW.—All of the territory 

laws in force in Puerto Rico shall continue 
in force and effect in the State, except as 
modified by this Act, and shall be subject to 
repeal or amendment by the Legislature and 
the Governor of Puerto Rico. 

(B) FEDERAL LAW.—All of the laws of the 
United States shall have the same force and 
effect as on the date immediately prior to 
the date of admission of Puerto Rico into the 
United States as a State, except for any pro-
vision of law that treats Puerto Rico and its 
residents differently than the States of the 
United States and their residents, which 
shall be amended as of the date of admission 
to treat the State of Puerto Rico and its 
residents equally with the other States of 
the United States and their residents. 

SEC. 707. EFFECT ON MEMBERSHIP OF HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

(a) TEMPORARY INCREASE DURING INITIAL 
PERIOD.— 

(1) TEMPORARY INCREASE.—Upon the admis-
sion of Puerto Rico into the United States as 
a State, during the period described in para-
graph (1) of section 704(d)— 

(A) the membership of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall be increased by the num-
ber of Members to which Puerto Rico is enti-
tled during such period; and 

(B) each such Representative shall be in 
addition to the membership of the House of 
Representatives as prescribed by law on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) NO EFFECT ON EXISTING APPORTION-
MENT.—The temporary increase in the mem-
bership of the House of Representatives pro-
vided under paragraph (1) shall not, during 
the period described in paragraph (1) of sec-
tion 704(d)— 

(A) operate to either increase or decrease 
the permanent membership of the House of 
Representatives as prescribed in the Act of 
August 8, 1911 (2 U.S.C. 2); or 

(B) affect the basis of reapportionment es-
tablished by section 22 of the Act of June 28, 
1929 (2 U.S.C. 2a), for the 82nd Congress and 
each Congress thereafter. 

(b) PERMANENT INCREASE EFFECTIVE WITH 
NEXT REAPPORTIONMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon the admission of 
Puerto Rico into the United States as a 
State, effective with respect to the 118th 
Congress and each succeeding Congress, the 
House of Representatives shall be composed 
of a number of Members equal to the sum of 
435 plus the number by which the member-
ship of the House was increased under sub-
section (a). 

(2) REAPPORTIONMENT OF MEMBERS RESULT-
ING FROM INCREASE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 22(a) of the Act of 
June 28, 1929 (2 U.S.C. 2a(a)), is amended by 
striking ‘‘the then existing number of Rep-
resentatives’’ and inserting ‘‘the number of 
Representatives established with respect to 
the 118th Congress’’. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subparagraph (A) shall apply with 
respect to the regular decennial census con-
ducted for 2020 and each subsequent regular 
decennial census. 

SA 4917. Mr. PORTMAN (for himself 
and Mr. BURR) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of title IV, insert the following: 

SEC. 414. BENEFIT SUSPENSIONS FOR MULTIEM-
PLOYER PLANS IN CRITICAL AND 
DECLINING STATUS. 

(a) ERISA AMENDMENTS.—Section 
305(e)(9)(H) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1085(e)(9)(H)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (ii)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in 

clause (v), the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘a majority of all partici-

pants and beneficiaries of the plan’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, of the participants and bene-
ficiaries of the plan who cast a vote, a major-
ity’’; 

(2) by striking clause (v); 
(3) by redesignating clause (vi) as clause 

(v); and 
(4) in clause (v), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(or following a determina-

tion under clause (v) that the plan is a sys-
temically important plan)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘(or, in the case of a sus-
pension that goes into effect under clause 
(v), at a time sufficient to allow the imple-
mentation of the suspension prior to the end 
of the 90-day period described in clause 
(v)(I))’’. 

(b) IRC AMENDMENTS.—Section 432(e)(9)(H) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (ii)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in 

clause (v), the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘a majority of all partici-

pants and beneficiaries of the plan’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, of the participants and bene-
ficiaries of the plan who cast a vote, a major-
ity’’; 

(2) by striking clause (v); 
(3) by redesignating clause (vi) as clause 

(v); and 
(4) in clause (v), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(or following a determina-

tion under clause (v) that the plan is a sys-
temically important plan)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘(or, in the case of a sus-
pension that goes into effect under clause 
(v), at a time sufficient to allow the imple-
mentation of the suspension prior to the end 
of the 90-day period described in clause 
(v)(I))’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply 
to any vote on the suspension of benefits 
under section 305(e)(9)(H) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1085(e)(9)(H)) and section 432(e)(9)(H) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 that oc-
curs after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SA 4918. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

Between sections 403 and 404, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 403A. EXEMPTING PUERTO RICO FROM THE 

FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE. 

The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 
U.S.C. 201 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 6(a)(2) (29 U.S.C. 206(a)(2)), by 
striking ‘‘Puerto Rico or’’ each place it ap-
pears; and 

(2) in section 13 (29 U.S.C. 213)— 
(A) in subsection (f), by inserting ‘‘(except 

as provided under subsection (k))’’ after 
‘‘Puerto Rico’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(k) The provisions of section 6 shall not 

apply with respect to any employee whose 
services during the workweek are performed 
in a workplace within Puerto Rico.’’. 

SA 4919. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. EXEMPTION FROM THE COASTWISE 

LAWS FOR PUERTO RICO. 
Section 55101(b) of title 46, United States 

Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 

end; 
(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting a semicolon and 
‘‘or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) Puerto Rico.’’. 

SA 4920. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the end of title IV, add the following: 
SEC. 414. EXEMPTING PUERTO RICO FROM FED-

ERAL PREVAILING WAGE REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, Puerto Rico shall be exempt from any 
requirements regarding the payment of a 
prevailing wage under— 

(1) any of the Acts related to subchapter IV 
of chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code, 
as listed in appendix A to part 1 of subtitle 
A of title 29 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as in effect on the date of enactment 
of this Act); 

(2) chapter 67 of title 41, United States 
Code; or 

(3) any other requirement under Federal 
law regarding paying workers the prevailing 
wage of a locality. 

SA 4921. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

In section 101(b), strike paragraph (1) and 
insert the following: 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), Congress, acting on behalf of a 
territory, may establish a Financial Over-
sight and Management Board for the covered 
territory, in accordance with this section. 

SA 4922. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

In section 405(a)(1), insert ‘‘, including a 
pension or a pension plan,’’ before ‘‘wheth-
er’’. 

SA 4923. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

On page 98, line 7, strike ‘‘UPON ENACT-
MENT’’ and insert ‘‘AFTER OPPORTUNITY FOR 
CONFIRMATION OF THE BOARD’’. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:29 Jun 29, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00087 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28JN6.032 S28JNPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
9F

6T
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4678 June 28, 2016 
On page 98, line 22, strike ‘‘date of enact-

ment of this Act’’ and insert ‘‘date described 
in subsection (p)’’. 

On page 99, line 14, strike ‘‘(i.e., the enact-
ment of this Act)’’ and insert ‘‘on the date 
described in subsection (p)’’. 

On page 99, lines 22 and 23, strike ‘‘the en-
actment of this Act,’’ and insert ‘‘the date 
described in subsection (p),’’. 

On page 99, lines 24 and 25, strike ‘‘the en-
actment of this Act’’ and insert ‘‘the date de-
scribed in subsection (p)’’. 

On page 100, lines 3 and 4, strike ‘‘the en-
actment of this Act’’ and insert ‘‘the date de-
scribed in subsection (p)’’. 

On page 101, lines 22 and 23, strike ‘‘as es-
tablished by section 101(b)’’ and insert ‘‘as 
determined by the date described in sub-
section (p)’’. 

On page 106, line 25, strike ‘‘prior to the en-
actment of this Act’’ and insert ‘‘prior to the 
date described in subsection (p)’’. 

On page 108, line 1, strike ‘‘the enactment 
of this Act’’ and insert ‘‘the date described in 
subsection (p)’’. 

Beginning on page 109, strike line 1 and all 
that follows through line 3 on page 110. 

On page 111, between lines 10 and 11, insert 
the following: 

(p) DATE UPON WHICH AUTOMATIC STAY 
TAKES EFFECT.—The date described in this 
subsection shall be the earlier of— 

(1) the date by which all members of the 
Oversight Board for Puerto Rico that are 
subject to confirmation by the Senate have 
been confirmed; or 

(2) September 15, 2016. 

SA 4924. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize 
and amend the National Sea Grant Col-
lege Program Act, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

Strike section 302 and insert the following: 
SEC. 302. WHO MAY BE A DEBTOR. 

An entity may be a debtor under this title 
if— 

(1) the entity is— 
(A) a territory that has requested the es-

tablishment of an Oversight Board or has 
had an Oversight Board established for it by 
the United States Congress in accordance 
with section 101 of this Act; or 

(B) a covered territorial instrumentality of 
a territory described in paragraph (1)(A); 

(2) the Oversight Board has issued a certifi-
cation under section 206(b) of this Act for 
such entity; 

(3) the entity desires to effect a plan to ad-
just its debts; and 

(4) the entity is insolvent, as determined 
before giving effect to any voluntarily or in-
voluntarily created acceleration of debt or 
any clawback of revenues transferred from 
or allocated to that entity by the central 
government of the Territory. 

SA 4925. Mr. PORTMAN (for himself 
and Mr. BURR) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2328, to reauthorize and 
amend the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end, insert the following: 
SEC. lll. BENEFIT SUSPENSIONS FOR MULTI-

EMPLOYER PLANS IN CRITICAL AND 
DECLINING STATUS. 

(a) ERISA AMENDMENTS.—Section 
305(e)(9)(H) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1085(e)(9)(H)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (ii)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in 

clause (v), the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘a majority of all partici-

pants and beneficiaries of the plan’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, of the participants and bene-
ficiaries of the plan who cast a vote, a major-
ity’’; 

(2) by striking clause (v); 
(3) by redesignating clause (vi) as clause 

(v); and 
(4) in clause (v), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(or following a determina-

tion under clause (v) that the plan is a sys-
temically important plan)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘(or, in the case of a sus-
pension that goes into effect under clause 
(v), at a time sufficient to allow the imple-
mentation of the suspension prior to the end 
of the 90-day period described in clause 
(v)(I))’’. 

(b) IRC AMENDMENTS.—Section 432(e)(9)(H) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (ii)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in 

clause (v), the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘a majority of all partici-

pants and beneficiaries of the plan’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, of the participants and bene-
ficiaries of the plan who cast a vote, a major-
ity’’; 

(2) by striking clause (v); 
(3) by redesignating clause (vi) as clause 

(v); and 
(4) in clause (v), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(or following a determina-

tion under clause (v) that the plan is a sys-
temically important plan)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘(or, in the case of a sus-
pension that goes into effect under clause 
(v), at a time sufficient to allow the imple-
mentation of the suspension prior to the end 
of the 90-day period described in clause 
(v)(I))’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply 
to any vote on the suspension of benefits 
under section 305(e)(9)(H) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1085(e)(9)(H)) and section 432(e)(9)(H) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 that oc-
curs after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SA 4926. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2328, to reauthor-
ize and amend the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed, insert the 
following: 
EXEMPTING PUERTO RICO FROM THE FEDERAL 

MINIMUM WAGE. 
The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 

U.S.C. 201 et seq.) is amended— 
(1) in section 6(a)(2) (29 U.S.C. 206(a)(2)), 

by striking ‘‘Puerto Rico or’’ each place it 
appears; and 

(2) in section 13 (29 U.S.C. 213)— 
(A) in subsection (f), by inserting ‘‘(ex-

cept as provided under subsection (k))’’ after 
‘‘PuertoRico’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(k) The provisions of section 6 shall not 

apply with respect to any employee whose 
services during the workweek are performed 
in a workplace within Puerto Rico.’’. 

SA 4927. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and 
Mr. CARDIN) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 3766, to direct the Presi-
dent to establish guidelines for covered 
United States foreign assistance pro-
grams, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Foreign Aid 
Transparency and Accountability Act of 
2016’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) EVALUATION.—The term ‘‘evaluation’’ 
means, with respect to a covered United 
States foreign assistance program, the sys-
tematic collection and analysis of informa-
tion about the characteristics and outcomes 
of the program, including projects conducted 
under such program, as a basis for— 

(A) making judgments and evaluations re-
garding the program; 

(B) improving program effectiveness; and 
(C) informing decisions about current and 

future programming. 
(3) COVERED UNITED STATES FOREIGN ASSIST-

ANCE.—The term ‘‘covered United States for-
eign assistance’’ means assistance author-
ized under— 

(A) part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.), except for— 

(i) title IV of chapter 2 of such part (relat-
ing to the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration); and 

(ii) chapter 3 of such part (relating to 
International Organizations and Programs); 

(B) chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2346 et seq.; re-
lating to Economic Support Fund); 

(C) the Millennium Challenge Act of 2003 
(22 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.); and 

(D) the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et 
seq.). 
SEC. 3. GUIDELINES FOR COVERED UNITED 

STATES FOREIGN ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS. 

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section 
are to— 

(1) evaluate the performance of covered 
United States foreign assistance and its con-
tribution to the policies, strategies, projects, 
program goals, and priorities undertaken by 
the Federal Government; 

(2) support and promote innovative pro-
grams to improve effectiveness; and 

(3) coordinate the monitoring and evalua-
tion processes of Federal departments and 
agencies that administer covered United 
States foreign assistance. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF GUIDELINES.—Not 
later than 18 months after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the President shall set 
forth guidelines, according to best practices 
of monitoring and evaluation studies and 
analyses, for the establishment of measur-
able goals, performance metrics, and moni-
toring and evaluation plans that can be ap-
plied with reasonable consistency to covered 
United States foreign assistance. 

(c) OBJECTIVES OF GUIDELINES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The guidelines established 

pursuant to subsection (b) shall provide di-
rection to Federal departments and agencies 
that administer covered United States for-
eign assistance on— 

(A) monitoring the use of resources; 
(B) evaluating the outcomes and impacts 

of covered United States foreign assistance 
projects and programs; and 

(C) applying the findings and conclusions 
of such evaluations to proposed project and 
program design. 
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(2) OBJECTIVES.—The guidelines established 

pursuant to subsection (b) shall provide di-
rection to Federal departments and agencies 
that administer covered United States for-
eign assistance on how to— 

(A) establish annual monitoring and eval-
uation objectives and timetables to plan and 
manage the process of monitoring, evalu-
ating, analyzing progress, and applying 
learning toward achieving results; 

(B) develop specific project monitoring and 
evaluation plans, including measurable goals 
and performance metrics, and to identify the 
resources necessary to conduct such evalua-
tions, which should be covered by program 
costs; 

(C) apply rigorous monitoring and evalua-
tion methodologies to such programs, includ-
ing through the use of impact evaluations, 
ex-post evaluations, or other methods, as ap-
propriate, that clearly define program logic, 
inputs, outputs, intermediate outcomes, and 
end outcomes; 

(D) disseminate guidelines for the develop-
ment and implementation of monitoring and 
evaluation programs to all personnel, espe-
cially in the field, who are responsible for 
the design, implementation, and manage-
ment of covered United States foreign assist-
ance programs; 

(E) establish methodologies for the collec-
tion of data, including baseline data to serve 
as a reference point against which progress 
can be measured; 

(F) evaluate, at least once in their life-
time, all programs whose dollar value equals 
or exceeds the median program size for the 
relevant office or bureau or an equivalent 
calculation to ensure the majority of pro-
gram resources are evaluated; 

(G) conduct impact evaluations on all pilot 
programs before replicating, or conduct per-
formance evaluations and provide a justifica-
tion for not conducting an impact evaluation 
when such an evaluation is deemed inappro-
priate or impracticable; 

(H) develop a clearinghouse capacity for 
the collection, dissemination, and preserva-
tion of knowledge and lessons learned to 
guide future programs for United States for-
eign assistance personnel, implementing 
partners, the donor community, and aid re-
cipient governments; 

(I) internally distribute evaluation reports; 
(J) publicly report each evaluation, includ-

ing an executive summary, a description of 
the evaluation methodology, key findings, 
appropriate context, including quantitative 
and qualitative data when available, and rec-
ommendations made in the evaluation with-
in 90 days after the completion of the evalua-
tion; 

(K) undertake collaborative partnerships 
and coordinate efforts with the academic 
community, implementing partners, and na-
tional and international institutions, as ap-
propriate, that have expertise in program 
monitoring, evaluation, and analysis when 
such partnerships provide needed expertise 
or significantly improve the evaluation and 
analysis; 

(L) ensure verifiable, reliable, and timely 
data, including from local beneficiaries and 
stakeholders, are available to monitoring 
and evaluation personnel to permit the ob-
jective evaluation of the effectiveness of cov-
ered United States foreign assistance pro-
grams, including an assessment of assump-
tions and limitations in such evaluations; 
and 

(M) ensure that standards of professional 
evaluation organizations for monitoring and 
evaluation efforts are employed, including 
ensuring the integrity and independence of 
evaluations, permitting and encouraging the 
exercise of professional judgment, and pro-
viding for quality control and assurance in 
the monitoring and evaluation process. 

(d) PRESIDENT’S REPORT.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the President shall submit a report 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
that contains a detailed description of the 
guidelines established pursuant to sub-
section (b). The report shall be submitted in 
unclassified form, but it may contain a clas-
sified annex. 

(e) COMPTROLLER GENERAL’S REPORT.—The 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall, not later than 18 months after the re-
port required by subsection (d) is submitted 
to Congress, submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report that— 

(1) analyzes the guidelines established pur-
suant to subsection (b); and 

(2) assesses the implementation of the 
guidelines by the agencies, bureaus, and of-
fices that implement covered United States 
foreign assistance as outlined in the Presi-
dent’s budget request. 
SEC. 4. INFORMATION ON COVERED UNITED 

STATES FOREIGN ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS. 

(a) PUBLICATION OF INFORMATION.— 
(1) UPDATE OF EXISTING WEBSITE.—Not later 

than 90 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of State shall up-
date the Department of State’s website, 
‘‘ForeignAssistance.gov’’, to make publicly 
available comprehensive, timely, and com-
parable information on covered United 
States foreign assistance programs, includ-
ing all information required under sub-
section (b) that is available to the Secretary 
of State. 

(2) INFORMATION SHARING.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and quarterly thereafter, the head of 
each Federal department or agency that ad-
ministers covered United States foreign as-
sistance shall provide the Secretary of State 
with comprehensive information about the 
covered United States foreign assistance pro-
grams carried out by such department or 
agency. 

(3) UPDATES TO WEBSITE.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and quarterly thereafter, the Secretary 
of State shall publish, on the 
‘‘ForeignAssistance.gov’’ website or through 
a successor online publication, the informa-
tion provided under subsection (b). 

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The information described 

in subsection (a)— 
(A) shall be published for each country on 

a detailed basis, such as award-by-award; or 
(B) if assistance is provided on a regional 

level, shall be published for each such region 
on a detailed basis, such as award-by-award. 

(2) TYPES OF INFORMATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—To ensure the trans-

parency, accountability, and effectiveness of 
covered United States foreign assistance pro-
grams, the information described in sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(i) links to all regional, country, and sec-
tor assistance strategies, annual budget doc-
uments, congressional budget justifications, 
and evaluations in accordance with section 
3(c)(2)(J); 

(ii) basic descriptive summaries for cov-
ered United States foreign assistance pro-
grams and awards under such programs; and 

(iii) obligations and expenditures. 
(B) PUBLICATION.—Each type of informa-

tion described in subparagraph (A) shall be 
published or updated on the appropriate 
website not later than 90 days after the date 
on which the information is issued. 

(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph may be construed to require a 
Federal department or agency that admin-
isters covered United States foreign assist-
ance to provide any information that does 
not relate to, or is not otherwise required by, 

the covered United States foreign assistance 
programs carried out by such department or 
agency. 

(3) REPORT IN LIEU OF INCLUSION.— 
(A) HEALTH OR SECURITY OF IMPLEMENTING 

PARTNERS.—If the head of a Federal depart-
ment or agency, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, makes a determination 
that the inclusion of a required item of infor-
mation online would jeopardize the health or 
security of an implementing partner or pro-
gram beneficiary or would require the re-
lease of proprietary information of an imple-
menting partner or program beneficiary, the 
head of the Federal department or agency 
shall provide such determination in writing 
to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees, including the basis for such determina-
tion. 

(B) NATIONAL INTERESTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES.—If the Secretary of State makes a 
determination that the inclusion of a re-
quired item of information online would be 
detrimental to the national interests of the 
United States, the Secretary of State shall 
provide such determination, including the 
basis for such determination, in writing to 
the appropriate congressional committees. 

(C) FORM.—Information provided under 
this paragraph may be provided in classified 
form, as appropriate. 

(4) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—If a Federal de-
partment or agency fails to comply with the 
requirements under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) 
of subsection (a), or subsection (c), with re-
spect to providing information described in 
subsection (a), and the information is not 
subject to a determination under subpara-
graph (A) or (B) of paragraph (3) not to make 
the information publicly available, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget, in consultation with the head of 
such department or agency, not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, shall submit a consolidated report 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
that includes, with respect to each required 
item of information not made publicly avail-
able— 

(A) a detailed explanation of the reason for 
not making such information publicly avail-
able; and 

(B) a description of the department’s or 
agency’s plan and timeline for— 

(i) making such information publicly avail-
able; and 

(ii) ensuring that such information is made 
publicly available in subsequent years. 

(c) SCOPE OF INFORMATION.—The online 
publication required under subsection (a) 
shall, at a minimum— 

(1) in each of the fiscal years 2016 through 
2019, provide the information required under 
subsection (b) for fiscal years 2015 through 
the current fiscal year; and 

(2) for fiscal year 2020 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, provide the information required 
under subsection (b) for the immediately 
preceding 5 fiscal years in a fully searchable 
form. 

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Secretary of State and the 
Administrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development should co-
ordinate the consolidation of processes and 
data collection and presentation for the De-
partment of State’s website, 
‘‘ForeignAssistance.gov’’, and the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment’s website, ‘‘Explorer.USAID.gov’’, to 
the extent that is possible to maximize effi-
ciencies, no later than the end of fiscal year 
2018. 

SA 4928. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and 
Mr. CARDIN) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 3766, to direct the Presi-
dent to establish guidelines for covered 
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United States foreign assistance pro-
grams, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill to di-
rect the President to establish guidelines for 
covered United States foreign assistance pro-
grams, and for other purposes.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 28, 2016, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
June 28, 2016, at 9:45 a.m., in room SR– 
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a Subcommittee hearing 
entitled ‘‘How the Internet of Things 
(loT) Can Bring U.S. Transportation 
and Infrastructure into the 21st Cen-
tury.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on June 28, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Examining the Proposed Medicare 
Part B Drug Demonstration.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 28, 2016, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Global Ef-
forts to Defeat ISIS.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, on 
June 28, 2016, at 2 p.m., in room SD–430 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Small 
Business Health Care: Cost and Op-
tions.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 

meet during the session of the Senate 
on June 28, 2016, at 4 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on June 28, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘One Year After Enactment: Imple-
mentation of the Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act of 2015.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, on June 28, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SH–219 of the Hart Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT, AGENCY ACTION, 

FEDERAL RIGHTS, AND FEDERAL COURTS 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Oversight, Agency Ac-
tion, Federal Rights, and Federal 
Courts be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on June 28, 
2016, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Willful Blind-
ness: Consequences of Agency Efforts 
To Deemphasize Radical Islam in Com-
bating Terrorism.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS, FORESTS, 
AND MINING 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources’ Subcommittee on Public 
Lands, Forests, and Mining be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 28, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern An-
drew Dunn be given the full privilege of 
the floor for the remainder of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my staff mem-
ber Michael McKieran be given privi-
leges of the floor until his paperwork is 
processed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO. 
114–12 
Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, as in 

executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the injunction of secrecy 
be removed from the following treaty 
transmitted to the Senate on June 28, 
2016, by the President of the United 
States: Protocol to the North Atlantic 
Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of Mon-
tenegro, Treaty Document No. 114–12. I 
further ask that the treaty be consid-
ered as having been read the first time; 
that it be referred, with accompanying 
papers, to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations and ordered to be printed; 
and that the President’s message be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The message of the President is 
printed in the Record of June 29, 2016, 
on page S4750. 

f 

FOREIGN AID TRANSPARENCY 
AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 318, H.R. 3766. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3766) to direct the President to 

establish guidelines for United States for-
eign development and economic assistance 
programs, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. ROUNDS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Rubio substitute amend-
ment be agreed to, the bill, as amend-
ed, be read a third time and passed, the 
Rubio title amendment be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4927) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The bill (H.R. 3766), as amended, was 
ordered to a third reading, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The amendment (No. 4928) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the title) 
Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill to di-

rect the President to establish guidelines for 
covered United States foreign assistance pro-
grams, and for other purposes.’’. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
29, 2016 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, June 
29; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate resume 
consideration of the House message to 
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June 30, 2016 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S4680
On page S4680, June 28, 2016, near the top of the third column, the following language appears: The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, it is so ordered. FOREIGN AID TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015The online Record has been corrected to read: The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, it is so ordered. The message of the President is printed in the Record of June 29, 2016, on page S4750. FOREIGN AID TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-24T12:30:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




